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Euro-sceptics England pay aim er penalty 

' STCVEBOGGAN agersaid:“U'sthe ideal time 

/^r ^ people to 
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give Major a 
final chance 


ANTHONY BEVINS 

Political Editor 

Tbry Euro-sceptics have called 
off the dogs of war to give John 
Major a free run through to the 
election, giving a much-needed 
fillip to the Prime Minister. . 

That election is ejected to be 
held next May, when the impact' 
of tax cuts and improved eco- 
nomic prospects wnl have sunk 
in, according to Kenneth Clarke, 
the Chanceflcff of the Exchequer, 
in an exclusive interview with the 
Independent today. 

One leading sceptic said last 
night that private doubt re- 
mained just as strong -but they 
had derided to maintain a pub-, 
lie face of unity through to the 
election. The MP, one of the 
“Westminster Eight”, the MPs 
who were stripped of the party 
whip after voting against the 
Government in November 
1994, said they had agreed to 
back away from further con- 
frontation because that could 
only help Labour and Tbny 
Blair would be far more pro- 
European than Mr Major. 

One Cabinet -minister wel- 
comed the decision, but he 
added: “The damage is already 
done." 

Another Cabinet source said 
« ^ it had been left a little late 
in the day, but Mr Clarke says 
in his interview that the polk on 
economic competence were im- 
proving quite rapidly in the 
Government* s favour. 

That view was bolstered by a 
MORI poll for the Times shew- 
ing a three-point swing to. the 
Tories since late May. The poll, 
taken between 21-24 June, 
showed an increase of four 
percentage points,, to 31 per 
cent, in Conservative support, 
compared with May, while - 
Labour dropped two points to 
32 per cent, and the liberal 


Democrats were down three 
points to 12 per cent. 

Mr Darke said the impact of 
tax cuts had only came into play 
over the past two months, 
adding: “If yon can maintain 
that for 12 months 

That would clearly indicate a 
Mayelection next year- and not 
the map autumn election- that 
has been predicted .in- some 
quarters. Mr Clarke said: “The 
policies have been set to con- 
tinue the present improvement 


John Major; Jack . 
Straw and Paddy 
Ashdown set out. 
the party agendas 
V -page 6 . 

in the economic situation for 
some years, which I hope means 
we will be [a] slightly more pop-., 
ular government than we have 
been at time s." 

The Prime Minister had told 
him he would remain Chancel- 
tor through to thenert election, 
and Mr Garito added: “I was 
quite interested in what ranch- - 
tions might beUkein late 1996 • 
and; early 1997, and T thinkit 
looks like a pretty gpod combi- 
nation of drcnmstajxxs ranting 
up for hie 1996 and early 1997." 

The Euro-sceptic decision 
to back awayfrom further con- 
frontation follows two recent ' 
votes on backbench Bids, which 
were portrayed as humiliating 
setbacks for party unity. In 
April, 66 Tbry backbenchers 
backed a call by Ian Duacan- 
Smith for curbs onthe power of 
the European Court of Justice, 
and on 11 June, the total num- 
ber of rebels rose to 78 on Bill 
Cash’s Commons call for a ref- 


erendum- with a dozen known 
sceptics missing from the vote. 
One rebel said that with a 


— amounting to about half the 
Government’s backbench 
strength in the Commons - 
they could bide their time 
until after the- next election. 

. The common view among 
right-wing Tbry MPs is that the 
party wfllsuffer badly at the next 
election, with one former Cab- 
inet minister talking of a halv- 
ing of the number of MPS, to 
about 160 MRs. 

.Mr Major has repeatedly 
warned, at every opportunity, of 
the need for an end to damag- 
ing splits. He told this months 
Welsh Conservative Party con- 
ference that he had had a “bel- 
lyful" of party strife. The 
Independent's sources have said 
that the informal peace pact was 
agreed over the past week at a 
variety of meetings of groups, 
inchidmg-the sceptics. 

While the first sign of a back- 
down came last week with Nor- 
man Latnont, the former 
Chancellor; talking of the need 
to “knuckle down" in the run- 
up.to the election, the most sig- 
nmcanLevidence of a change of 
atmospB^ was delivered mite 
Commons on Monday, when 
Ttny-MPs nailed behind Mr Ma- 
jor^ Commons statement on 
the Florence braf deal 
One former dissident said it 
was a matter Of common sense 
that if half a dozen MPs had 
attached the deal - as they 
would have done in normal 
drcumstances - theparty would 
have "imploded". He said that 
the Prime Munster's credibili- 
ty would have teen destroyed, 
and his claim of victory would 
have been exposed for what it 
was; an empty daim. 

- Kenneth Clarke Interview, 
page 16 
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Broken dreams: Paul Gascoigne feels the pain of defeat Photograph: Darren Walsh/Action Images 


First the gangsters beat her. Then they used guns 
to threaten her and wound her. Finally, they had to 
kill Veronica Guerin to stop her telling their story 





ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

Veronica Guerin was an Irish journal- 
fc isl who would let nothing get between 
her and her stoiy. The drug dealers and 
terrorists she exposed here tried beat- 
ing her into submission. Then they 
used guns - first to warn and then to 
wound her. She would not be cowed. So 
yesterday they killed her. 

Ms Guerin. 36, one of Ireland’s best- 

known journalists, was shot six times at 

close range by two gunmen on a 
motorcycle who ambushed her car at 
traffic lightain QondaUdn, a western sub- 
urb of Dublin. _ 

It was the second time in 18 months 
she had been shot The first attack took 
place in January last year at her north 
1 ' Dublin home when she was wounded in 
the leg. As in yesterday's shooting, the 
gunman wore a crash helmet. 

Three months before that, wammg 
shots were fired through her front win- 
dow. Dublin's lowlife- wanted her to stop 
publicising their business. Her response 
was to root deeper into their secrets and 
put them in print. 

Last weekend Ms Guerin, crime cor- 
respondent with tfa t Sunday Independent, 
wrote a shocking account of the life of 
one of Dublin's most notorious heroin 
dealers; Tbny Felloni, known to gardai 
and media as “King Sami'*. She told bow 
he introduced his own daughter, now an 
Aids victim, to the drug, and also tried 
to poison his wife, Anne, whom he re- 
peatedly and savagely battered. Fefloni 
was jailed last week for 20 years. 

In the same issue she also wrote 
j extensively on the IRA’s trilling of a gar- 
p- da detective Id Adare, Co Limerick, ear- 
lier this month. She. reported, that an 
abortive raid bn a postal delivery truck 
had been sanctioned by the Dublin-based 
operations director of thelRA's south- 
ern command. 

Mother to a five-year-old son, she had 
been warned by friends and colleagues 
that she would again.be a target because 






Veronica Guerin: Her murder was "the ultimate attack on free speech' 


of her unflinching and minutely detailed 
coverage of the principal gang leaders 
m the city. - 

Despite widespread knowledge of 
her dangerous worit and previous threats 
to herfife. her death yesterday stunned 
Ireland - all other news items were 
dropped from bulletins. The Dafl paid 
tribute with a minute’s silence. ■ 

Tr ^h government sources do not be- 


lieve the IRA would have shot her. It is 
widely believed the order to kill her was 
given by one of the dozen senior or- 
ganised crime figures she had followed 
assiduously over the past five years. 

An accountant by training, Ms Guerin 
entered journalism late, at the age of 30, 
after working in business and public re- 
lations. Nevertheless, last December she 
received an international press freedom 


award from the Committee to Protect 
Journalists at a ceremony in New York. 

Her research was minute. In cover- 
ing frauds she went to South Africa and 
Nigeria to pursue key figures in her sto- 
ries. She wrote at first for the Sunday 
Business Post and was for a time based 
in the Independent's Dublin office. She 
later moved to the Sunday Tribune and 
KTE television, before becoming the 
crime correspondent of the Sunday 
Independent. 

She reported Dublin's pivotal position 
in drug trafficking in Ireland which has 
become a major problem for police and 
social services and will be a major focus 
when Ireland assumes the presidency of 
the European Union next week. 

Drug pushers have become so per- 
vasive m some sections of the capital 
and major cities that parents have 
formed vigilante gangs to keep them 
away. Last month, a vigilante gang beat 
a suspected pusher to death. 

The ruthlessness of the attack and Ms 
Guerin's high-level connections mean 
the killing wifi inevitably prompt a 
wholesale review of organised crime 
policing in the Irish capital. Ms Guerin 
appeared frequently on Irish television 
and radio debates and as a commenta- 
tor on crime. 

Her employer for the last three years, 
Tony O'Reilly’s Independent Newspa- 

after last year's shooting, wtakiifoltowed 
detailed reporting by her of the gang 
blamed for the largest cash robbery in 
the history of the Insh state six days ear- 
lier. A few months before she had been 
badly beaten when she went to question 
a suspected drugs wholesaler at lus home 
outside Dublin. She was unfazed by the 
beating as she had been by previous 
death threats. 

Aengus Fanning, editor of the Sunday 
Independent, summed up widespread 
feelmg yesterday when he described her 
murder as “the ultimate attack on free- 
dom of speech". 

Obituary, page 14 
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Suffer the children 

Rows, abuse and family break- 
down are the major factors dri- 
ving children, some as young as 
12, out on the streets, accord- 
ing to a new report. Page 5 

No judicial reform 

Large-scale reform of the sys- 
tem for appointing judges has 
been ruled out despite contin- 
uing evidence that women and 
racial minorities are markedly 
under-represented. Plage 8 

Amis memorabilia 

Sir Kingsley Amis's library - 
more than L6O0 books, many 
covered with scribbles of criti- 
cism or praise - comes up for 
auction next month, together 
with his typewriter, desk and 
armchair. Page 9 

Beautiful obsession 

There is no peace for the ugh'. 
They are less likely to find suc- 
cess, mates and happiness, and 

are mare likely to be blamed for 
mishaps and crimes, in a world 
more obsessed by beauty than 
the Greeks. Page 3 
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STCVEBOGGAN 

England's 30-year jinx against 
Germany continued last night 
when they were knocked out of 
the semi-finals of Euro 96 in a 
nerve-wracking re-run of the 
1990 World Cup semi final. 

It was a heroic effort from 
England, who were the better 
side over 90 minutes and thir- 
ty minutes of sudden-death ex- 
tra time. But, just as they did in 
1990, they lost in an agonising 
penalty shoot-out. 

Both teams scored their first 
five penalties hut Gareth South- 
gate, one of the stalwarts of the 
campaig n, missed England's 
sixth. There were no recrimi- 
nations. only thanks for a team 
that gave us more joy and hope 
than we dared expect. 

It had been heart-stopping 
stuff. After 90 minutes - the first 
half dominated by the Ger- 
mans, despite a third-minute 
England goal, the second half 
by England - the game went into 
extra time. With the new first- 
goal-wins rule, England came 
close to winning when Darren 
Anderton struck a post. Then 
the Germans had a shot saved 
and a goal disallowed. Most 
frustrating of all, Paul Gas- 
coigne, hero of millions of Eng- 
land fans, failed to tap in a 
winner. 

The frenzy had been building 
up all day. As early as 1pm, fens 
decked in the flag of St George 
began gathering in Trafalgar 
Square in London, finding oc- 
casional respite from the sun by 
wading in the fountains. 

Many employers joined in the 
Europhoria by allowing work- 
ers to finkh work early, start late 
or take regular breaks in front 
of television sets. Carmakers 
Nissan allowed 1350 nighishift 
workers at its Sunderland fac- 
tory to start work an hour lat- 
er than normal at 9.45 pm. 

And, at German-owned 
Siemens electronics factory in 
Walkend, German and English 
staff overcame the xenophobia 
whipped up in the tabloid me- 
dia to hold a barbecue at their 
boss's home. “There was a good 
atmosphere of friendly rivalry," 
said a spokesman. 

Roads out of London began 
dogging up mid-afternoon as 
fans took the opportunity to 
leave work eariy, eat early and 
get together with friends. With 
a London Underground strike 
due today, one personnel man- 


ager said: “It's the ideal time for 
people to work up a hangover 
and then say they can’t get into 
work. I’ve 'got a feeling the 
weekend is starting early." 

For those wanting to see the 
game at Wembley, tickets were 
like gold dust, with touts asking 
- and getting - £300 for £50 
spats. One man who did not get 
lo sec the game at VtemHey was 
Wolfgang Westerner. 36, from 
Venlo on the Dutch-German 
border. He was arrested tw po- 
lice after being caught with 330 
tickets he was offering on the 
black market for £200 each. 

Those of us without a ticket 
had to be contented with watch- 
ing the occasion on television. 
Early estimates pointed to a 
record football audience tuning 
in - that would mean more 
than the 25.21m who watched 
the July 1990 World Cup semi 
final between England and 
West Germany. 

In comparison, the viewing 
figures for the Princess of 
Wales's Panorama interview 
were 22.8m. 


MX. VfA rASLn. 
tvc/ir Tm ups rr . 
. To talk to you / 




Before the game, Ladbrokes 
had England al 5-6 lo w»n 
hedged its bets with similar 
odds on Germany. 

In all the excitement, there 
was one man who calmly put the 
event into perspective. 

George Barlow, 39, of 
Wetherby, West Yorkshire, re- 
cently underwent a two hour op- 
eration to donate bone marrow 
to an anonymous German 
leukaemia victim. 

“Borders and nationalities 
don’t count for a thing in a sit- 
uation like this," he said. 
“That's just football, this is se- 
rious." 

Betting madness, page 18 
Full reports, pages 26*28 
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Man confessed to killing Sophie 


shorts 







Helpless: Murder victim Sophie Hook 


Jobless gardener Howard Hughes 
confessed to his father that he raped 
and murdered seven-year-old Sophie 
Hook, who was snatched as she slept 
m a tent in the garden of her unde’s 
borne, a court was told yesterday. 

Hughes told his father “I did it 
dad. I must tell somebody," Mr Ger- 
ald Elias QC told a jury at Chester 
Crown Court. 

Hughes made the confession to his 
father when he was in custody, on 
August 3, four days after the Satur- 
day morning on which Sophie was 
abducted, raped, murdered and her 
body was dumped in the sea at Llan- 
dudno, the jury was told. 

In the past, Mr Hughes had boast- 
ed to friends of his liking for young 
girls, Mr Elias said, and on the day 
before Sophie's murder had tried to 


abduct another child of about the 
same age. 

“He was bent on taking and us- 
ing a young girl for his own sexual 
purposes. It was a fantasy of his 
which, horrifically, he was to bring 
to reality. 

“He had boasted to a friend in the 
past of his liking for girls of four or 
five and his wish to abduct, sexual- 
ly assault, and murder a young gut" 

Hughes, 31, of Yerburgh Avenue, 
Cohwyn Bay, North ^feles. denies 
murdering Sophie, and two charges 
of raping her, on 30 July last year. 

Mr Elias said Hughes had told his 
father “On Saturday afternoon I 
went into the back garden. I went 
back at about two in the morning. I 
persuaded a girl to go with me 
down to the beach. 


“Dad, 1 have been sexually frus- 
trated since 1990. The girl started to 
scream and I put my hand over her 
mouth and kept it 'there until she 
stopped. 1 took all her dothes off and 
threw her body into the sea." 

Mr Hughes allegedly went on to 
describe to his father where he hid 
Sophie’s clothes, which were later 
found in a bush beside a lane along 
which Mr Hughes would have trav- 
elled on his way back from Llan- 
dudno. 

Mr Elias said Sophie, who lived 
in Cheshire with her parents, two sis- 
tere and brother, was taken from the 
tent in the back garden of her un- 
de’s home in Llandudno as she slept 
therewith her sister and a cousin af- 
ter the “end of a perfect day" of fam- 
ily celebration. 


She was taken from the garden 
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violent physical and sexual assaults. 
She was then manually strangled and 
her body thrown into the nearby 
sea." Mr Elia*; said. 

The “depth of depravity" with 
which the crimes were committed 
“ almost defies belief”, h&continued, 
adding that she was probably dead 
when her body was dumped in the 
sea. "She was 4ft Lin and weighed 

28kg, 621b - a seven-year-old help- 
less in the face of an attack of this 
savagery." Mr Elias said. 

“Unhappily the assaults on her - 
both physical and sexual - would 
have taken place when she was 
alive, allhough her state of con- 
sciousness can only be guessed aL" 
The case continues today. 
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Capital transport: Industrial relations look backwards but new line puts future on track 
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In schools have rfsaft as * f£ su,t of 
COES -hjcfc led to the loss of 9.000 

^^chera?i<^fast jair, leaching . union* said 

this year 1. 28 million primary 
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Jubilee Line Extension Project 

AH west bound tunnelling complete 

26 th June 1996 . 
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Strike will 
bring Tube 
to a halt 
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BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

The Tube network in London 
wil] be at a virtual standstill to- 
day as drivers walk out on a 24- 
hour stoppage, just as a 
landmark reached in the boring 
for the Jubilee Line extension 
yesterday means there is now a 
continuous tunnel between 
Green Park in the west and 
Canning Town in the east. 

The Tube action coincides 
with a second national post 
strike which begins at noon, lb 
add to the industrial unrest, 
leaders of 900,000 nurses and 
other health workers yesterday 
threatened industrial action and 
warned that the National Health 
Service pay system was in dan- 
ger of coQapse. 

The Tube management was 
warned that a second union 
could be taking action over 
working conditions. But at the 
Royal Mail hopes of a settle- 
ment rose. Contrary to expec- 
tation the postal executive of the 
Communication Workers’ 
Union refrained from naming 
further dales for strikes fol- 
lowing today's action. A letter 
from management led to hopes 
that the Pest Office would not 
be dogmatic in its pursuit of 
“l earn- working ' - the issue at 
the centre of the dispute. 

In the NHS, the public ser- 
vice union Unison yesterday 
warned that its branches would 
be given authority to hold strike 
ballots after 31 July unless man- 
agement made pay offers. Bob 
Abberley. head of health at 
Unison, said that only 150 out 
of 680 employers in the NHS 
had agreed to top up the na- 
tional wage deal of 2 per cent. 


Unions lead by Unison last 
year agreed to a system where- 
by national pay increases would 
be enhanced through local ne- 
gotiation. Mr Abberley said 
that Unison members felt "an- 
gry and betrayed" that so few 
employers had honoured the 
agreement. 

He said that so far, in spite 
of a 6 .5 per cent pay claim, em- 


suhstantial additions, and called 
on Stephen Dorrell, Secretary 
of State for Health, and the 
NHS executive to intervene. 

One-third of the offers were 
for up to 0.7per cent. A further 
60 per cent gave up tol.25 per 
cent locally and just 5 per cent 
offered top ups of 1.25 per cent 
or more, but many involved pro- 
ductivity agreements. Only a 
handful of deals had so far been 
accepted. 

Mr Abberley said there were 
a number of reasons for the de- 
lay in local agreements. In 
many cases the "health-pur- 
chasing" authorities had not 
agreed budgets with employers 
and a number of organisations 
were simply incapable of ne- 
gotiating pay. 

The Unison official pointed 
out that the NHS pay review 
body early this year calculated 
that a rise of 3.9 per cent had 
already been built into budgets. 
He pointed that under last 
year s agreement negotiations 
were due to begin in Septem- 
ber to upraie national pay nest 
year on the baas of local set- 
tlements this year. He argued 
that there would be few such 
settlements on which to base the 
calculations. 

At London Underground the 
Rail, Maritime and Transport 
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the Mental Health Act has shown a spectacular rise, it 

snt of Health. In the 

199495th, the humbertonhaih' admitted rose 
""■“flO.'TSe number of informal 

i» 5 BUa&abo rose dramatically, up 29 
figures reflected “the crisis in die •- 
^ David Rqy, a cxmsultnnt 

forthe NHS Trust Federation, 
thehi^icr tevel of disturbance and 
^^cufeTnottal Alness wards. Mind, the 
iaid thw shbwed that “too little too 
' finnentai distress” with 





foraentai distress” with 
being causedty underfunding 
JJmmins 







it ^ 






- *&- 



.o 

' V- 


Breakthrough: The specially constructed cover is smashed by the giant drilling rig yesterday as the 10-mile 
Jubilee Line link between Green Park and Canning Town In east London is completed Photographs: Brian Harris 


workers' union announced that 
it was to ballot all 6.000 Ihbe 
members on a series of one-day 
strikes in pursuit of a claim for 
shorter working hours. 

Jimmy Knapp, general sec- 
retary of the RMT, said it was 
seeking an extra five days hol- 
iday for hs members and that 
it would co-ordinate action with 
Aslet the train drivers' union. 
After today’s stoppage Aslef in- 
tends to bring its London Un- 
derground members out for 


24-hour strikes next Wednesday 
and on 8 and 16 July. 

Management at London Un- 
derground yesterday said they 
were disappointed with an of- 
fer to convene talks under the 
industry's wages board - the next 
level of negotiation. The drivers’ 
union said that its executive 
would be unable to discuss the 
matter until tomorrow. 

Meanwhile, a specially con- 
structed cover was broken by a 
giant 150ton tunnel-boring ma- 


chine yesterday to mark the 
breakthrough of the tunnelling 
for the Jubilee Line extension. 
Only one out of the four tunnel- 
boring machines has not yet 
completed its task and it is ex- 
pected to reach Canada Water in 
Docklands by the end of August 
The £2bo project for the 10- 
mile line from Green Park to 
Stratford in east London is 
over-budget, but yesterday 
Hugh Doherty, the project di- 
rector, said it was on schedule 


for opening at the end of March 
1998. 

The extension will provide re- 
lief for the overstretched Dock- 
lands Light Railway which is the 
only line currently to serve 
Docklands. The start of the pro- 
ject was delayed few over a 
year while private-sector fund- 
ing was sought and eventually 
about £150m of the total cost 
win come from developers who 
benefit from the new line. Work 
eventually started in 1993. 
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• news 

Buyers wise to shop around as CD prices hit new high 

^NewfEdtor ™eat^r^eprice^aCI) fluctuation than albums across aficionados initially scorae 

ns News Editor ' Jrt ^ atom b £1333; a the stores. grange from 99p ihemncratofbud^npriccda 


DAVID LISTER 

Arts News Editor 

Compact disc prices for rock 
and pop albums are creeping up 
again, with music buyers being 
charged radically different 
prices at neighbourin g high 
street stores. 

The variations in price can be 

dramatic. A copy o£Abbey Road 

by tbe Beatles sells at £15.99 in 
Smiths and Woolworths and at 
£10.99 in Our Price. Bruce 
Springsteen's Bom in the USA 
sells for £15.49 in lower 
Records, £14.99 in WH Smith, 
£11.99 in Woolworths, and 
£10.99 in HMV. 

Even current chan albums, ' 
usually more consistently priced 
than back catalogue albums, 
show variations. Gabrieli e*s 
new album entitled GabrieUe 
sells for £11.99 in WH Smith 
and £13.99 in Our Price. 

A survey of all the major mu- 
sic stares by Music Week mag- 
azine, the trade journal of the 
music industry, shows that the 


current average price fora CD 
chart artist album is £1333; a 
rise of £1 32 in just over a year. 
The price of bade catalogue al- 
bums has also risen across the 
board with a current average of 
£13.85. Current dealer prices 




G L o.xPTa 


the record company) are £8.60 
per album. 

Retailers told Music Week 
they were confident that cus- 
tomers are quite prepared to 
pay more than £1259 for an al- 


bm 


Consequently, £12.99 is the 
most common price, but there 
has been a sharp rise in albums 
priced £13.99. The £9.99 price, 
'which used to be the boast of 
stores such as Woolworths and 
WH Smith, has all but disap- 
peared 

HMV’s head of rock and 
pop, Jonathan Rees, said: 
‘'People don’t have a problem 
paying £13.99 for a new George 
Michael, Everything But The 
Girl or Def Leppard album 
these -days. The strength of 




Beatles 


F-'- £lS^.I&*«f, £15.49; HMV 

r • . &5gSt;Mi&n £3S99: Our 

m y i- ' . - 


Destiny: Soria Estefan 
WH Smith £12.99; ttfaahwrth 
j£JL3;99; Tower £11.99; HMV 
£13.99; Virgin £13.49; Our- 
Prtee £13.49. . ■ 


Hie Score: Fugees 
WH Smith £959 (special pro- 
motion hyjrecbnlcwnpaijd; 
Wbotworth £13.49; .Tower 
02.99; HMV £30.99; Virgin 
£13.49; Our Price £13.99. 


product softens the blow of 
the price increases.’* 

In fact, separate research 
shows consumers might be pre- 
pared to pay even more for their 
albums. Interviews in several 


cities carried out by tbe North 
Glasgow College showed that 
consumers were prepared to 
spend up to £15.63 on CDs. 

It is spending large sums on 
old music that irks CD buyers. 


Sieve Lyttelton, manager of 
Tower Records in Piccadilly, 
London, said: “We certainly 
haven't had any adverse com- 
ments from customers about 
paying £12.99 for an album. The 


only thing we do get complaints 
about are back catalogue prices 
where people resent paying 
£14.99 and £15.49 for albums 
that have been out for 25 years.” 
Singles show even greater 


fluctuation than albums across 
the stores. They range from 99p 
to £4.99. Cassette singles arc 
more stable at an average price 
of £229. while vinyl, where it is 
stocked, ranges from 99p for a 
seven-inch single to £4.99 for a 
12-inch. 

The prices of classical CDs 
(not included in the Munc Week 
survey) have not risen m line 
with rock and pop albums: 
£14.99 is the average high street 
price for new releases, a price 
that has not changed for two 
years. 

But the classical market is 
even more complex than the 
pop market because of the 
large number of high quality 
cheap discs on offer. While 
new releases arc £14.99, most 
recordings from the Sixties and 
Seventies are “mid price”, re- 
tailing at around £9.99. 

The real challenge to the 
market, however, has come 
from (he budget price labels. 
Naxos has literally hundreds of 
albums retailing at £4.99. While 


aficionados initially scorned 
ihe concept of budget price clas- 
sical music, it is now recognised 
that many of these recordings 
- particularly of early music, 
choral and chamber music, arc 
of an extremely high quality and 
have been praised in Gramo- 
phone magazine. 

Naxos recently scooped all its 
rivals in releasing the premi&rc 
recording of Malcolm Arnold's 
ninth symphony. 

The classical market remains 
as keen on new marketing ploys 
as it was in the Nigel Kennedy 
days of the late Eighties. Nim- 
bus has a £5.99 CD selling at 
HMV called Three Legc/ulary 
Tenors. Taking advantage of 
The Three Tenors appearance 
in Britain, it features three il- 
lustrious tenors of old: Gigli. 
Caruso and Bjorting. 

Thny Shaw, classical buyer for 
HMV, said: “It is now the case 
that in many areas these very 
cheap recordings are every bit 
as good as albums retailing at 
nearly three times the price." 


Is it really such a sin to be ugly? 


Tory MP George Gardiner has asked his party 
riot to drop him because of his looks. But do 
they matter? Rebecca Fowler reports 


There is no peace to be had for 
the ugly. They are less likely to 
find success, mates and happi- 
ness, and are more likely to be 
blamed for mishaps and crimes, 
in a world that has become 
more obsessed by beauty than 
the Greeks. 

. The latest casualty is Sir 
George Gardiner, the right 
wing MP and certainly no 
Adonis. This week he be- 
seeched his constituents not to 
drop him on the basis of his 
hangdog appearance, which has 
been compared to a rain- 
soaked Dracola. 

Following hostile comments 
from local party members, and 
an alleged plot to oust him at 
a meeting this weekend, he 
wrote to the handsome people 
of Reign fe: “I'm sorry about my 
physical appearance, -but I was 
just born ugly” 

His canard appeal confirms 
fmdingS'that beauty is more im- 
portant than ever, and ugliness- 
remains the sin that dares to 
showitsface. Acccffcfingtoafor- 
merderkal theHouseof Com- 
mons. politicians are 
particularly prone to the af- 
fliction. 

Philip Hensber was sacked 

gested A are unusual- 
ly ugly. He singled out David 
Mellor, doubled-chinned and 
gap-toothed; John Girmmer, 
who has been compared to a 
toad; and Michael Portillo of 
whom he said; “His torso goes 
down to his knees and he has 
these little legs.” . . 

Although the MFs have 
achieved office in spite of their 
looks, tile least dashing are un- 
likely to ever reach the top of 
their field. When a Labour col- 
league of Robin Cook was 
asked why he wuld never make 
Prime Minister, be said: “Be- 
cause plastic surgery has yet to 
advance that far.” 

It was on the surface an un- 
kind observation, but according 
to psychologists it is also true. 
The ‘physically challenged 7 are 
less hkely to be trusted, and 
more likely to be blamed when 
things go wrong, as tbe instinct 
to equate beauty with good 
and ugliness with bad endures. 

Despite the rise of political 
correctness, and the endurance 
of beloved uglies who prove 
beauty is from within including 
Quasimodo in die Hunchback 
of Norte Dame, making a 
come- back in Disney’s latest 
film, Oscar Wilde’s observation 
holds strong: “It is better to be 
beautiful than to be good. 
ButJt is better to be good than 
to be ugly.” 


All recent research bodes 
badly for the uglies. In North 
America a survey showed that 
unattractive children were more 
likely to be blamed for misde- 
meanours; good looking crim- 
inals got shorter sentences than 
ugly criminals; and in an ex- 
periment at Sussex University 
babies held their gaze on the 
images of the best-looking 
adults. 

Dr Martin Skinner, a social 
psychologist at Warwick Uni- 
versity, said: “It is more im- 
portant than ever, and we are 
following the fad in American 
politics, where you would nev- 
er see a bad looking politician 
on television. There is still this 
correlatioa between good looks 
and what is nice.” 



‘It is better to 
be beautiful than 
to be good. But 
... it is better to 
be good than to 
be ugly/ 
Oscar Wilde 


He added: “Wfe simply do not 
respond to ugly firings. Good 
fresh fruit is symmetrical and at- 
tractive, and ltJooks nice, com- 
pared to uneven damaged or 
rotten fruit For people that 
dearly isn't the case, but that 
connection is still made.'’ 

The hostility to ugliness in 
America has driven one woman 
pioneer to set up a group for the 
‘appearance-impaired.’ Then- 
national crusade promotes sto- 
ries for children that include 
short, bald princes, and their 
favourite slogan is: “Cinderel- 
la got stretch marks. Snow 
Whi te wrinkled, and Ra p unzel 
greyed." 

From the beginning of time 
the pursuit of beauty bas been 
a human preoccupation, re- 


fined to mathematical precision 
* by Plato. He argued all beauti- 
ful things could be divided into 
thirds, with the brow one third 
of the way from the hair line. 

But it remains one of the 
great contradictions of ugli- 
ness that it has been the driving 
force for a number of prominent 
individuals, eager to compen- 
sate for then unsympathetic 
appearances with status: “Pow- 
er is the great aphrodisiac," con- 
cluded Hemy Kissinger, former 
US Secretary of State and no oil 
p ainting. 

Although some, men have 
been tortured by their physical 
appearance, including Charles 
Laughton, who played Quasi- 
modo, others have flouted it. 
Despite his pasty, balding, short, 
fat, coarse appearance 
Napoleon’s aides claimed he 
wmld- drive women into fils of 
excitement. 

. But scientists agree, that 
women in the Western world 
have the roughest deal of afl. 
Men have made up for physi- 
cal deficits with power, includ- 
ing Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber, 
one of the richest men in 
Britain, and Andrew Neil, for- 
mer editor of the Sunday Times, 
often seen in the company of 
beautiful women. 

Instead successful women 
remain preoccupied with anxi- 
eties about their physical ap- 
pearances. Zoe Wanamaker, 
the actress, confessed recently. 
“If I were out of work, Fd be 
saving my dole money and 
booking my appointment with 
Harley Street for massive lipo- 
suction. Collagen injections for 
my lips would be pretty high on 
ihe list too.” 

Professor Steve Jones, a ge- 
neticist at University College 
London, has conducted re- 
search that shows that sym- 
metrical faces are the most 
attractive, and men, whether 
they are road sweeps, soldiers 
or bankers, will inevitably be 
drawn to tbe same kind of fe- 
male faces. 

Professor Jones said: ** 
There’s a very strong consis- 
tency, and whichever men are 
choosing they always end up 
with the same bimbo^ it’s 21 with 
broad hips, and in biological 
terms it does the job. 

“Whatever anyone tells yon 
about beauty being in the eye 
of the beholder, it aint” 


at least be grateful that be is not 
a woman. Meanwhile Lady 
Gardiner, his loyal wife, would 
argue that whatever the scien- 
tists say beauty most definitely 
is in the eye of (he beholder. 



Facing the ugly truth? Charles Laughton (Ronald Grant Archive) with the unfortunate George Gardiner (inset), from top right: the 
MeUor, Andrew NeR, Andrew Uoyd Webber and Zoe Wanamaker, who would happily Invest in liposuction and collagen implants 


double-chinned David 
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news 


Greenpeace lose round one in battle of sand eels 


Greenpeace found itself out- 
□tunbered and on the run yes- 
terday. as it continued trying to 
stop a fleet of Danish trawlers 
catching thousands of tonnes of 
sand eels off the Scottish coast 
But the environmental group 
said it bad no intention of with- 
drawing its ship Sirius from the 
Wee Ban tie near Dundee, 
where it has been engaged in 
four days of running battles with 
the boats of the industrial fisb- 


Attempt to drive 
off Danish fleet is 
failure, writes 

Nicholas Schoon 


cry. 


Greenpeace is trying to pre- 
vent 24 Danish vessels setting 
and towing their fine-meshed 
nets along the bank, which is at 
the entrance of the Firth of 
Forth. The furious fishermen 
have fired distress flares at its 
high speed infla tables, at- 
tempted to slash them ard 
chased the Sirius, which can 
move just faster than them. 

"We don’t want them catch- 
ing us," said one of the crew by 
satellite telephone. “How would 
you like to be boarded and 
punched?” A Royal Navy fish- 
eries protection vessel. HMS 
Shetland, has been observing 
the latest clashes but has not in- 
tervened. 

The campaigners are de- 
manding an end to the unreg- 
ulated industrial fishing of the 
tiny sandeels and other small 
fish, claiming that this threatens 
the food supplies of larger fish 
like cod. seabirds, whales and 
dolphins and the North Sea’s 
ecological balance. 

They have chosen the Wee 


Banfcie because it has only been 
heavily fished for sand eels re- 
cently and is heavily used by 
large seabird colonies nesting on 
the nearby coast. 

The UK Government has 
been calling for regulation and 
quotas in this fishery, which only 
a few British trawlers are in- 
volved in. Greenpeace cam- 
paigner Chris Rose said he was 
disappointed that ministers 
showed no inclination to take 
any prompt action against the 
Danish fleet. 

The group has obtained an 
opinion from barristers spe- 
cialising in environmental law 
which says the Government 
could close fishing grounds on 
the Wee Bankie. 

Denmark is Europe’s biggest 
practitioner of industrial fishing. 
Its big trawlers use large, very 
fine nets and advanced com- 
puter equipment to catch the 
bottom-dwelling fish which are 
processed into meal and oil. 
Half the weight of fish caught 
from the North Sea fall into this 
category. Danish fishermen’s 
leaders have accused Green- 
peace of pu tting lives at risk with 
their obstruction tactics. An- 
other Greenpeace vessel, y4/r- 
tic Sunrise, has arrived in the 
area as back up. 


Sailing into action...and back again: Greenpeace boat Sfrius was forced to beat a retreat by the fleet of Danish trawlers 


Never mind 


boys. 


we're proud 


of you. 



Privacy alarm over 
NHS computer link 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


Confidentiality - a cornerstone 
of the doctor-patient relation- 
ship - is threatened by govern- 
ment plans to create an 
NHS-wide computer network 
linking every GP*s surgoy, hos- 
pital and health authority, doc- 
tors warned yesterday. 

Doctor Sandy Macara, chair- 
man of the British Medical As- 
sociation’s council, said that 
unless urgent action was taken 
to “de-identify” patient details 
‘There is no doubt that down the 
line, government agencies win 
have access to information they 
should noL” 

The data would also be in- 
valuable to banks, mortgage 
and insurance companies, em- 
ployers as well as the Inland 
Revenue, security and immi- 
gration agencies, according to 


Dr Fleur Fisher, head of the 
Ethics Committee. She said 
the health service was poised to 
go down the same “slippery 
slope” as the United States, 
where there have been major 
breaches of confidentiality. 

“It will blow die confidential 
relationship, between doctor 
and patient,” Dr Fisher told the 
third day of the BMAs animal 
meeting in Brighton yesterday. 

In one case in the US, a bank 
manager who was also a board 
member of a Health Mainte- 
nance Organisation (equivalent 
of a health authority or large 
health centre), obtained details 
of the medical history of some 
of his clients at the bank fr om 
tire HMO’s database. He then 
foreclosed on loans those who 
had been treated for cancer. 

In another case, a woman 
who was standing for election 
to the Senate was devastated af- 
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DAILY POEM 


Lost Wisdom 

By David Gascoyne 


In the first morning 
A cry above the unborn roofs 
Of solitude and pain 
A faint odour of vegetable matter 
Fringing the violet lids of night 
Arid hanging from the water’s eyes 
The simulacrum of the damned 


Disturbance in the weather makes me see 
The little angels without wings 
The brittle needles in the sand 


The 


And 


ropy veins of polypi 
all the seamless sea 


seams 


And now and then 
From every abandoned mouth 
An unstanched stream must flow 
And then as now 
The graves were evened once 
And gM was melted by snow 
Like lilies sown in sifted stone 
And gathered once for alL 


As a young man in the 1930s, the poet David Gascoyne lived 
in Paris, coming into contact with writers and painters of the 
Surrealist movement such as Andrd Breton and L< 


andgfolishinghis own account,^ Short Survey of Si 


m 


this country’s most important surrealist poet, 
but his work, too, is appreciated and admired in France, where 
he has lived for periods af his Hfs. This evening; in London, 


he receives from the French government the inrignia of the 
Chevalier dans I’Ordre des Arts et Lettres. 


ter someone leaked details from 
her medical records of a suicide 
attempt. “This woman had not 
even told hex family," Dr Fish- 
er said. “She was in fact elect- 
ed and is now suing the hospital 
for SlOm.” 

The BMA council is a 
doctors, hospital trusts, 
health authorities, to “just say 
no” to linking up to the network 
until confidentiality can be 
guaranteed via security mea- 
sures such as encryption. These 
are now being reviewed by the 
Department of Health which 
has, until recently, proved re- 
sistant to the BJMAs concerns. 

. Representatives - of the 
1 10,000-strong BMA member- 
ship endorsed the council’s ad- 
vice by a large majority, and now 
the association intends to 
mount a campaign to make 
patients aware of the risks and 
persuade health ministers to act 
At present, thousands of in- 
dividual computers in the health 
service hold the medical records 
of millions of people. But an 
NHS-wide network - still at an 
embryonic stage - will be es- 
sential to the worfcmgof the in- 
ternal market for billing and 
other administrative purposes. 

Computer-held medical 
records - with names and ad- 
dresses removed, which the 
Government says is sufficient to 
“de-identity” them - have al- 
ready been sent to data pro- 
cessing companies by some 
hospitals. However, dates of 
birth and postcodes have been 
retained and this means the in- 
formation can be traced back. 
Dr Fisher said “The good news 
is that there are mechanisms [to 
protect confidentiality] and they 
are not overwhelmingly expen- 
sive. What we lack is the polit- 
ical will to do this.” 

■ The Government's an- 
nouncement earlier this week 
of legislation to deity benefits to 
asylum seekers was condemned 
by doctors at the meeting yes- 
terday. Dr Evan Harris, who 
treats detainees at Campsfield 
House, near Oxford, said: “This 
legislation is so tawdry and the 
motive so dishonourable that no 
civilised society would pass it 
into law.” It wiu be introduced 
during the Third Reading of the 
Asylum and Immigration Bill in 
the Lords on Monday. 



Fatties 

sought 

fora 

special 

pension 


nic ci cum 


Throw away the bathroom 
scales and tuck into huge bags 
of chips and six pints of beer a 
night instead -you could be in 
for a bigger pension when you 
retire. 

That was the message to 
Britain’s fatties yesterday by one 
insurance company, which is of- 
fering special rates to those who 
are obese, diabetic and have 
high blood pressure or raised 
cholesterol levels. 

The deal by Stalwart Assur- 
ance, would give a person with 
a mixture of these conditions an ( 
increase in their annual retire- % 
ment pay of up to 10 per cent. 

For a 60-year-old man with 
a retirement pot of £50.000. the 
pension payout would be £5,661 
a year, giving an extra income 
of about £8 a week compared 
to Stalwart's nearest competi- 
tor. 

The snag is that the only rea- 
son why the company is pre- 
pared to pay more to those with 
weight-related problems is be- 
cause they are likely to die 
sooner than their fit counter- 
parts. 

Stalwart's new pension for 
the overweight follows hard on 
the heels of a similar one it 
launched for smokers last year, 
in which they too were offered 
an uplift in their payouts if they 
were confirmed addicts of the 
demon weed. 

Since the smokers' scheme 
was rolled out ia September, the 
Doriring-based company has 
recorded a four-fold increase in 
new business. 

Mike Fuller, managing di- 
rector at Stalwart, said he ex- 
pected substantial growth in the 
wake of its new initiative. 

Mr Fuller rejected sugges- 
tions that offering a pension to 
obese people might remove 
the incentive to get fitter and en- 
courage them to remain as they 
were. f' 

In most instances, applicants 
were overweight for genuine 
medical reasons, he said, and 
were unlikely to become slim- 
mer whatever the potential 
health benefits. 

“Ws are simply reversing the 
principle that people with 
lifestyles that may reduce their 
life expectancy have to pay 
higher premiums for life assur- 
ance.” he said. 

“There is no reason why this 
same group of people should 
not have this taken into account 
when they buy their pension. 

“If, on average, they are like- 
ly to have a slightly shorter life 
expectancy, it follows they 
should receive a higher pension 
each year to compensate." 

Tb qualify for this increased 
annuity, or annual retirement 
income, applicants must be at 
least 25 per cent over the aver- 
age weight for their height and 
have other predisposing condi- 
tions which could shorten their 
lives. 

'typically, a woman who is 5ft 
4ins tall would be expected to 
cany about 351bs more than the 
10 stone usually cited as being 
at the upper limit of “normal” 
weight. A 6ft man would have 
to weigh about 451bs more than 
a normal 13 stone. 

Further joys are in sight for 
the terminally unfit. 

Within the next few months. 
Stalwart is p lanning to combine 
its two schemes, so that over- 


weight cigarette smokers gain 
doubl 


from a doubled up-rating of 
their pensions. 

Even more benefits could 
soon follow for those whose very 
poor health makes them likely 
candidates for an extremely 
short retirement, Mr Fuller 
added. 
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Ybung flee abuse 
for life on streets 


GLENDA COOPER 

Rows, abuse and family break" 
down are the major factors dri- 
ving children, some as young as 
12, on to the streets, according 
to a new report published today. 

One in two runaways sur- 
veyed for the report by the char- 
ities Centrepomt and NSPCC 
said they ran away because of 
family fights and violence in the 
home, and one in five said 
physical abuse had contributed 
to their flight 

But the four refuges around 
the country that care for under- 
lfis are under threat unless 
central and local government 
co-operate with charities over 
funding, the chief executive of 
Centxepoinl warned. 

The study, monitored 200 
young people aged 12 to 16 who 
used the Centrepoint Refuge in 
London between November 
1993 and March 199 5. 

Most young runaways bad 
experienced unsettled and dis- 
rupted family fife and almost 


spex 

care. Nearly six out of ten were 
girls and nearly a quarter were 
from ethnic minorities. While 
those wbo fled from the 
parental home tended to do so 
because of conflicts and argu- 
ments, buflymg and inappro- 
priate placements drove young 
people in care to abscond 
Twice as many young people 
had run away from children's 
homes as from foster care. 

Roger Thompson, the 
N SPCCTs director of children’s 
services, said: “We are seeing 
desperate children and young 
people r unning away from 
environments of chronic conflict 
abuse or bullying. But by run- 
ning aw ay these vulnerable chil- 
dren are placing themselves at 
great risk of further harm. It is 
often a case of ‘out of the fry- 
ing pan, into the fire’." 

Nearly a quarter of undex-IGs 
interviewed slept rough while on 
the run. Many bad experienced 
threats and violence when on 
the streets and some had be- 


come involved in petty crime or 
prostitution. Despite these dan- 
gers most of ihe young people 
felt that these risks were prefer- 
able to remaining at home. 

“Centrepoint sees over 2,000 
homeless young people every 
year," said Victor Adebowale, 
the charity's chief executive. 

“Four in ten of those young 
people on our streets today 
ran away from home or care 
before theywere 16. There are 
hundreds of very young people 
outthere everyday with no one 
to turn to for help and support. 
I believe unless there is a sea- 
change in the way we Listen to 
young people and respond to 
them with the right support we 
are almost condemning them to 
a life on the street." 

He called on. the Government 
to take a more active role in 
looking after such children. 

□ Nowhere To Hide - 
YoungRunaways a Voice is ; 
able from Centrepoint, BewLay 
House, 2 Swallow Place, Lon- 
don W1R 7AA; £6 50. 
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Divide narrowing as the 
South gets (a little) poorer 

NICHOLAS TIMMINS used tn he higher in the. Nnrtli nkn narrmiipH between the re- <nrtn where that !c true fniin. 


Lesser evih Many young runaways surveyed said they would rather risk life on the streets than return home or go back into care Photograph: Edward Sykes 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Ftolicy Editor 

The UK is slowly becor 
more homogeneous, while : 
retaining distinctive regional 
quirks, according to the latest 
edition of Regional Trends. 

The narrowing of the 
North/South divide, which be- 
gan with the 1990 recession con- 
tinued in 1994, the report 
shows. Disposable income per 
head fell in the South-East and 
in Greater London after a snail 
recovery in 1993, while it con- 
tinued to rise in Scotland, 
Northern Ireland, the North, 
Yorkshire and Humberside and 
the East Midlands, which over- 
took the West Midlands as the 
region which makes the largest 
share of its living from manu- 
facturing. 

Longer-term trends also sug- 
gest that" regional divides are 
narrowing. Since the early 
1970S. the birth rale has become 
more equal across the coiin 
as has mfant mortality, wf 


used to be higher in the North, 
Scotland and Northern Ire- 
land. Most regions are now 
much closer to the UK average, 
with the exception of the South- 
East where infant mortality 
remains lowest 

Since the mid-1980s house- 
hold size across the regions 
has become more equal as has 
the proportion of owner-occu- 
piers. The biggest difference has 
been seen in Scotland. In 1981, 
only 36 per cent of Scots were 
owner-occupiers with over half 
living in council or new-town 
housing. But by 1994, the figures 
had turned round. Fifty-seven 
per cent of Soots were owner- 
occupiers, as opposed to about 
two-thirds for the UK as a 
whole. 

Although Scotland still has 
the high estproportibn of coun- 
cil housing, at 33 per cent, the 
difference between it and the 
rest of the UK was much small- 
er than before. 

The proportion of 16-year- 
olds staying in education has 


also narrowed between the re- 
gions, as has the ownership of 
household goods, including 
washing machines, videos and 
central heating. 

Explaining such changes is 


Regional Trends associate editor 
said yesterday. “But the policy 
pursued by both central gov- 
ernment and the private sector 
of relocating out of London may 
have something to do with iL 
That, in turn, has probably 
been made possible by better 
communications'' — mainly bet- 
ter telecommunications, which 
included the fax revolution, 
networked computers, video 
links and mobile phones, as well 
as improved transport 
Regional Trends , however, 
shows much diversity remains. 
In the North, for example, 
more than three in 10 men 
drank more , than the recom- 
mended sensible level. - the 
highest for any region. In the 
North-West, more women than 
men now smoke - the only re- 


gion where that is true. Coun- 
cil tenants in Yorkshire and 
Humberside enjoy the lowest 
rents and the region has high- 
est proportion of microwaves 
and washing machines in the 
country. 

Women in the East Mid- 
lands in full -time work do the 
longest hours for the Lowest pay. 
But people in the region were 
the most likely to take a holi- 
day in 199S. At 60 per cent, the 
region also recorded the high- 
ion of new cars reg- 
as company cars. 

In East Anglia, fewer women 
smoked than in any other re- 
gion, but one in seven drank 
more than the recommended 
amount, a figure beaten only in 
Yorkshire and Humberside. 
Scotland continued to have a 
better record of exam jesses at 
16 than the rest qtBritain. 
Northern Ireland was the only 
region in 1995 to see a sharp in- 
crease in house prices. 
Regional Trends 31, 1996. 
HMSO £35.95 


The Buddha, edd air and the birch 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

Fragments of Buddhist manu- 
scripts written on birch -baric 
1800 years ago in what is now 
Afghanistan may contain previ- 
ously unknown Buddhist texts, 
according to the British Museum. 

Graham Sbaw, the deputy di- 
rector of the Library’s Oriental 
and India Office Collections, 
said the fragments are several 
centuries older than previous- 
ly known Buddhist manuscripts. 

They were bought for an 
undisclosed amount from a 
British dealer, and contain parts 
of about 25 texts from the 
Gandhari Buddhist civilisation 
which flourished in what is now 
eastern Afghanistan, using a 
script which disappeared in the 
fifth century AD. 

Though Gautama Buddha 
died in 486BC, after founding 
a religion whidh is still one of 
the world's most important, 
none of his teachings were writ- 
ten dawn for at least 300 years 
after his death. 


. ’-J. .V Ml. 
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Ancient teachings: 1800-year-old birch-bark manuscripts 


The problem for later schol- 
ars is tint Buddhisn, though tri- 
umphant in northern India by 
the third century BC, later van- 
ished from there, under the twin 
pressures of a Hindu renais- 
sance and Muslim hostility. 

Though it is believed that 
many Buddhist texts are early, 
the manuscripts that have sur- 
vived are almost all translations 
into the languages of neigh- 
bouring countries where Bud- 
dhism still flourishes. 

Lance Cousins, a former 
bead of Buddhist studies at 


Manchester University, said 
yesterday that oral transmission 
within monasteries could be 
more a more reliable way to pre- 
serve a text than copying 
manuscripts, a notoriously 
error-prone process. 

Mr Shaw said that the man- 
uscripts he had bought had 
formed part of a much larger 
collection. Not all had been 
identified: “We don't have any 
one complete text, but it looks 
as if we have samples from a 
range of Buddhist scriptures. 

“We have already identified 


some technical treatises and 
philosophical expositions. We 
also hare some more popular in- 
terpretations of Buddhist teach- 
ings in poetical form, that were 
meant for a mass audience -the 
‘songs of Lake Anavatapta’ on 
the shores of the lake in hi g h Hi- 
malayas, in which each member 
of the Buddha's circle recounts 
the deeds in former lives which 
have made him the man be is.” 

However, he believed that 
some of the texts not yet iden- 
tified might contain entirely 
new stories or teachings- Previ- 
ous to this find, most of the old- 
est Buddhist manuscripts were 
Chinese, Tibetan, or Nepalese. 

Himalayan monasteries, 
which had the advantage of 
cold, dry air could preserve 
manuscripts for centuries. Old- 
er Buddhist engravings had 
also appeared in central Asia. 

Southern Buddhism, with a 
hotter, damper climate, and 
palm leaves instead of birch- 
bark to write on has no manu- 
scripts older than the ninth 
century. 
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the constitution debate 


Blair keeps secret weapon under wraps . 


Labour is today expected to cap 
its plans to stage referendums 
on Scottish and Welsh devolu- 
tion - exclusively revealed in 
yesterday’s Independent - with 
a fresh bombshell. 

Leadership sources said last 
night the new initiative would 
cause as big a shock on the po- 
litical Richter Scale as Tony 
Blair's announcement in 1994 
that Clause Four of the party's 

constitution was to be re-written. 


While ihe substance of the 
announcement was being kept 
a closely-guarded secret, there 
was strong speculation at West- 
minster that Mr Blair was 
determined to answer the long- 
standing question about the 
role of Scottish MPs at West- 
minster - once they have their 
own Parliament in Edinburgh. 

John Major said last night 
that one of the “intractable 
problems" raised by Labour 


devolution plans related to 
what is called the West Lothi- 
an question. 

“Simply put, why should 
Scottish and Welsh MPs be 
able to vote on English matters, 
but English MPs be unable to 
vote on Scottish and Welsh 
matters? Would devolution 
mean a cut in the number of 
Scottish and Welsh MPs at 
Westminster? If not, why not?" 

One senior Labour source 


Dennis Canavan, Labour MP 

Reports by Anthony Bevins forFaiknkwfesuoidBBCRa- 

— dio 4's The World a: One that he 

suspected a “shifting away” 

said last night that the dependent caused uproar from those commitments, 
announcement to be made by inside and outside the Labour “I take the view that there is 
Labour’s Scottish spokesman, ranis- Labour backbenchers no need for a referendum 
George Rotwrtson, today would said they had not been con- because the Labour Party will 
“shoot the Tory fox" - defusing suited over the sudden move include in its manifesto a com- 
that critical question for good, and some feared it backtracked iratmeww set a Scottish Ear- 
Whether that happens re- on previous commitments to set li ament and if we win the 
mains to be seen, but yesterday's up the new assemblies come general election, then we shall 
referendum revelation in the In- what may. have a dear mandate from the 


people to legislate for that Scot- 
tish Parliament as soon as pos- 
sible.” 

Michael Forsyth. Secretary of 
State for Scotland, said: “Amid 
the chaos of Labour's ducking 
and weaving on devolution, 
one clear fact has emerged 
about Tbny Blair’s commitment 
to Scotland. His message to 
Scottish Labour is: Retreat. 

“Labour’s devolution policy is 
now a shambles. They are mak- 


ing it up as they go along -con- 
stantly backtracking. Tony Blair 
has been forced to take the 
wheel. Wc are fighting for Scot- 
land while they are fighting 
amongst themsdves. putting par- 
ty interest before their country.” 
He said Labour's London 
spin-doctors had gone behind 
Mr Robertson, briefing the 
media that powers to raise a 
special tax in Scotland would 
not be used 


PM reflects on 
Tories’ 17 years 
of evolution 


The lodes were not against con- 
stitutional change, but they 
wanted evolution, not revolu- 
tion. John Major said last night. 

He told a meeting of the 
right-wing Centre for Policy 
Studies, in London, that some 
of the Labour and Liberal De- 
mocrat proposals for change 
were not only pointless, but 
damaging and irreversible. 

lo illustrate his own ability to 
adapt, the Prime Minister said 
that the past 17 years had seen 
the introduction of a new de- 
partmental system of parlia- 
mentary select committees, new 
procedures to scrutinise Euro- 
pean legislation, reform of the 
Commons working day, and a 
new Budget process that 
brought together tax and spend- 
ing decisions. 

Mr Major then floated a ten- 
tative new proposal for change: 
“I would like to examine start- 
ing the parliamentary year in 
May, not November." 

Thar could ease the logjam of 
parliamentary business over 
the autumn and winter, when 
legislative second reading pro- 
cedures were currently clashing 
with the Budget. It could also 
be linked with a “more struc- 
tured planning of the legislative 
programme” under which the 
Queen’s Speech could include 
not only the firm legislation for 
the year ahead, but also “pro- 
visional plans” for the year af- 
ter. 


Providing greater time for 
consideration and scrutiny 
should mean better Bills ana 
improved statute. Mr Major 
said that was the kind of prac- 
tical 

solution he favoured; not 
change for change's soke. 

"The British constitution is vi- 
brant and robust But it is not 
indestructible,” he warned. 
“People must realise that our 
constitution is not a piece of 
architecture that one can re- 
engineer by knocking down a 
wall here or adding an extension 
there. It's a living, breathing 
constitution. Its roots are 
ancient but it has evolved. And 
it has been stable because it has 
popular support.” 

Using the monarchy as an ex- 
ample, he said no alternative 
could match it in the affections 
of the British people; it bound 
the people together and it 
ensured that the rough and 
tumble of political debate left 
the head of state untouched and 
untarnished. 

Mr Major said it was not right 
to suggest, as critics did, that the 
Conservatives bad centralised 
power. They had curbed local 
government spending and cre- 
ated a national curriculum, but 
they bad also devolved power 
to hospital trusts, and school 
governing bodies. 



Killing off separatism 


Public alienation and cynicism 
have been bred by the huge shift 
of power to the centre under the 
Conservatives, shadow Home 
Secretary Jack Straw said last 
night. 

He told a Westminster meet- 
ing of Charter 88, the constitu- 
tional pressure group, that the 
Prime Minister's presentation of 
himself as the guardian of the 
British constitution was laugh- 
able. 

“For he and his predecessor 
have together presided over the 
greatest constitutional changes 
this country has seen for many 
decades. 

“But it has been change which 
has been surreptitious, ill- 
thought through, and larking in 
popular consent. 


“There has, however, been 
one coisistait element in all that 
has been done -power. Power, 
not to the public, but to Minis- 
ters, to Whitehall, and to the 
Conservative Parity. Year by 
year, control over go v e rn ment in 
its widest sense has been cen- 
tralised in the hands of Minis- 
ters." 

Mr Straw said that Mr Major’s 
ition was less credible today 
use “in their better days” the 
Conservatives had supported 
most of the proposals Labour was 
now making for improvement 
Such measures included de- 
volution for Scotland, a Wdsh as- 
semWy, elected regional councils 


for England, reform of the 
House of Lords and a BO! of 
Rights that would eventually 
lead to a British Bill, containing 
clear, statutory declarations ot 
the citizen's rights and respon- 
sibilities. 

Labour’s programme of re- 
medial reform also included a 

Freedom of Information Ari and 

the creation of a statutory code 
of conduct for Ministers and tiv- 
fl servants. 

“If our constitution and the 
Union is to survive," Mr Straw 
warned, “it must adapt to new 
challenges. We would not ad- 
vocate devolution if wc thought 
it would place the Union in jeop- 
ardy. Our plans are designed to 
strengthen the Union, and will 
kill separatism stone dead.” 


Pliability is its strength 


The Prime Minister’s hysterical 
scare mongering over constitu- 
tional change showed a lack of 
understanding of British histo- 
ry. Paddy Ashdown said yester- 
day. 

“The truth is that the Con- 
servatives m Westminster would 
rather die than share power with 
anyone else - ana probably 
will," the Liberal Democrat 
leader told a lunchtime meeting 
held by the Association of 
British Editors in the Lords. 

But he insisted: “Britain’s 
constitution s not, and never has 
been, some inviolable museum 
piece... which it is our duty to 
preserve, untouched and unal- 
tered, exactly as we inherited it 

“John Major talks about the 
constitu tion in the same way that 


he talks, dewy-eyed, about warm 
beer and old maids cycling to 
Communion. But the world 
changes and so does our con- 
stitution. Our constitution is a 
dynamic, living thing -evolving, 
developing, adapting to change. 

“It has been altered in some 
way, great or small, by every gen- 
eration over the last 300 years. 
That is our constitution’s 


tat is why it has survived 
300 years without revolution - 
-and why it has given us 300 years 
of stable government.” 

Mr Ashdown said a good 
start could be made on re- 
dressing the balance of the in- 


creasingly centralised state cre- 
ated by Tory govemmen Is since 
1979, by giving local communi- 
ties more power to take deci- 
sions for themselves. 

That meant not only holding 
referendums on major consti- 
tutional issues like voting reform 
and European integration, but 
also local plebiscites “on con- 
tentious local issues". 

Mr Ashdown said that tinder 
the Tbries, Britain had become 
“the most centralised stale in the 
western world”. 

With reference to Scottish de- 
volution, Mr Ashdown said the 
Prime Minister had only one 
card left to play in defence of his 
concentration of power - fear - 
and be added: “He will play that 
card for all it is worth.” 
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From our first to our last breath we are all exposed to 
sickness and ill health. 

Throughout every stage of our development - 
childhood, adulthood and maturity - we require continued 
and cost-effective healthcare to 'help us lead a full and 
• enriched fife. - 

. A life that is often improved by medicines and 
vaccines which help combat life-threatening diseases and 
can reduce the need for more costly hospital care. 

-Last year pharmaceutical companies in Britain 
■invested over £2 billion in research and development 
in the search .for new and improved medicines. Thatfs 
" more than the National Lottery awarded to deserving 
causes. More importantly, it is a demonstration of our 
continuing efforts to tackle problems such as heart 
disease, cancer, multiple sclerosis, Alzhehners and AIDS. 

The benefit of ail this work can be seen on the faces 
of-our children, parents and grandparents. 


• As well as enjoying better health and well-being 
today, we can look forward to a tonger and more 
prosperous life in the future, thanks to the medicines 
and vaccines now being researched and developed by 
the British pharmaceutical industry: 

If yon would like to know, more about our many 
advances in medicines research, call our “Health! me” 


now on Freefone 0800 722 711 and ask for a copy of die 
A-Z of Medicines Research, or write to us at the 
address below, YouTI discover that in matters 
- of healthcare, a long life can also be a happy one? 

... The A^orfatioii of tire B^dsfa. Pharmaceutical Industry 
12 Whitehall, London SWIA 2DY. 

A picture of health for generations 
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radio-cassette has 7 ; nd;- 

speakers, the * Gabrio is ode; of the - few Vr. . , x ; ..- .• PUNTO 90 ELX... 

plates youcan.both sunbathe 4 pd pfe !'S'y*d Etmplcm ■" ; £^ 95 i 9 S‘.. v £ 14 , 804.53 

your music just as .Joud as ybn wapt. As ;.-. '••••/■ . r ^ —r ': -1 — ■ — ■ — : — 

;' '^yr ;>y pepoA";,> ’ •:. : £2,822.00 £5^18233 

for the engine, - rv^ynourt^^.:.^ £4133-98 " . ; £4622.00 

fdel Injeetion raeans, ypiijU always ^;-: '■ — 25 m^rfhT~ ^ — ' — “~ 

quick to work. (Or, _ia± more impOT tan tly, F5rst poyn«6»t - . £129.00 . •.. ' : -£197. 75 ; 

ihe beach.) So that nothing: rains.YOur ■ r vr : ; v ; - : : 

stinm’ outlook, iri^ows, power steering 

and remote .central .locking. And it'ssate tosayt^pj^uTl find ^de impact bars, driver’s 
airbag and seat belt pre-tensronert rea^urtn^I^e -oar is . also fitted with anti- • 


submarining seats, so you won't slip under your seat belt when you need it most. Whilst 

the strengthened windscreen frame has made the Cabrio the first convertible in its class 

• to p flss tbe stringent American 

over test + (when you get rolled over 

RjNTO 5SS PUNTO 90 ED in America you’ve -got to be tou£h to 

3 DOOR HATCHBACK CABBO - ’ ^ 801 10 De t0Ugn to 

■'23 MnilMy Repayments . £69.00 £137.75 come through). Despite all the 

— ■ — — : — — ~ B . ~ q Cabrio’s appeal a certain group of 

Final payment • gjgg CE618.78 & F 

APR \ 4.70% KSO% people will find it no fun at alL The 

jjgjjSg 8367^0 «i flSSi engke iS fitted with “ immobiliser. 

Totcf payable £8,38X58 £16,167.37 But this is no . time to talk about 

• ‘ ~ - - — remaining stubbornly immobile. Think 

Italian; race to your nearest Fiat dealer, and impatiently demand to test drive the Gabrio. 

Then the Car of the Year 1995 could make this the Summer of the Decade. Call 

us on'0800 71 7000 or http://www.fiat.com on the Internet for more information. 


Rial payment 

APR ‘ • 

Inl eres tcharged 

Total payable 


£3,845-58 

4 . 70 % 

£367.60 

£8^8X58 


£7618.78 

780 % 

£1,302.78 

£16,167.31 
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Judicial appointments: Report questions Prime Minister’s power of veto over senior decisions 


MPs opt to keep 
choice of judges 
a male preserve 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 
Legal Affairs Editor 

Large-scale reform of the system 
for appointing judges was ruled 
out yesterday by the Conserva- 
tive-dominated Commons 
Home Affairs Select Commit- 
tee, despite continuing evidence 
that women and racial minori- 
ties are stiD markedly under-rep- 
resented on the bencb. 

The effective vote of confi- 
dence in the status quo by the 
committee's Tbry members 
comes as male appointments to 
all ranks of the judiciary stands 
at 2,804 compared to 312 
women and just 75 people of 
□on-white origin, predomi- 
nantly in the lower echelons. 

While voicing some low-key 
criticisms and suggesting some 
limited changes, a report from 
the committee yesterday leaves 
senior appointments, particu- 
larly, in the continuing control 
of an overwhelmingly male, 
white and exclusively-educated 
judicial Establishment 

The report suggests that the 
Prime Minister should no 
longer have the power of veto 
over the appointment of senior 
judges. But even this is not 
worded as a firm recommen- 
dation. “We have some qualms 
about the role of the Prime Min- 
ister ... in particular we do not 
see bow he or she might be bet- 
ter informed than the Lord 
Chancellor to make recom- 
mendations to the Queen. We 


therefore question whether the 
Prime Minister should play any 
part in appointing judges," the 
MPs say. 

But the committee rejected 
Opposition plans for a judicial 
appointments commission and 
ruled out wholesale reform. 

All but the most junior judges 
are appointed after the Lord 
Chancellor’s Department takes 
informal and secret “sound- 
ings" among existing judges 
and leading barristers. 

Far from recommending the 
abolition of the legal equivalent 
of the old boys' network, which 
is incompatible with generally 
accepted equal opportunities 
practice, the committee de- 
clared: “We are satisfied that 
there is value in gathering opin- 
ions of serving judges and of 
practitioners, although we be- 
lieve that there may be some 
scope for improvement in the 
methods by which comments 
are collated.” 

While accepting that job de- 
scriptions and selection criteria 
for all judicial posts should be 
formulated without delay, in- 
cluding for the high-ranking 
“invitation-only" posts in the 
High Court and above, the 
MPs rejected the idea of open, 
advertisement and competition 
for senior posts. 

Labour MPs on the commit- 
tee attempted to insert para- 
graphs spotlighting the draw- 
backs of the current system, but 
were outvoted by Tory members. 


Jo Hayes, chairwoman of 
the Association of Women Bar- 
risters. said “We remain very 
concerned that not enough 
women are getting selected for 
the senior High Court ap- 
pointments, even though quite 
a number are allowed to sit as 
part-time deputies. Secret 
soundings mean that the system 
will remain vulnerable to 
charges that it unfairly excludes 
well-qualified women.” 

The committee gave the sys- 
tem for appointing magistrates 
a largely clean bQl of health, but 
said imbalances in the political, 
ethnic and educational make -up 
of JPs often arose because 
many people did not realise they 
were eligible to apply. 

There should be high-profile 
radio and television advertising 
campaigns designed to attract 
suitable candidates, the MPs 
said. 

Lord Mackay, the Lord 
Chancellor, welcomed the com- 
mittee’s findings, saying: “I am 
particularly pleased that they 
agree that the appointments 
process beats men and women 
equally and that they have wel- 
comed my initiatives to 
encourage ethrfic minority prac- 
titioners to apply for judicial of- 
fice, since I am very keen to 
ensure that more judges are 
appointed from both groups." 
□ Home Affairs Committee: Ju- 
ditial Appointments Procedures. 
HMSO; £1250. 

Old boys' network, page 19 



Soames in the 
firing line over 
‘reshuffle plot’ 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Right-wing Tbry MPs have 
mounted a “stop Soames” cam- 
paign to stop the defence min- 
ister being promoted to the 
Cabinet in a reshuffle of min- 
isterial ranks. 

The right wing is furious 
over allegations going the 
rounds at Westminster that one 
of Nicholas Soames’s support- 
ers last week leaked details of 
a letter which effectively scup- 
pered the chances of David 
Davis mining promotion. 

Mr Davis - a Euro-sceptic 
who had a key role in the EU 
non-cooperation policy - was in 
line to replace Douglas Hogg, 
the Agriculture Minister, until 
it was disclosed he bad written 
to John Major threatening to re- 
sign unless he was promoted in 
the reshuffle. The right claims 
the aim of the leak was to 
Mock Mr Davis, and to leave the 
way open for Mr Soames. 

Mr Soames, who is totally loy- 
al to the Prime Minister, would 
be able to assuage the anger of 
the fanners and Britain's Eu- 
ropean partners, but Tbry Euro- 


Head start: The Lord Chancellor’s wig. A report by MPs rules out reform of a system where 
most senior appoi n tment s are still the preserve of white males Photograph: Dillon Biyden 


and are keen to keep him out 
of the Cabinet 

Mr Major is expected lo 
reshuffle the ranks next week to 
freshen the team that will go 
into the general election and re- 
place ministers who have asked 
to stand down, including Tim 
Eggar, the energy minister, and 
Steven Norris, the minister for 
transport in London. 

Mr Major yesterday played 
down speculation that Mr Hogg 
would be sacked, but Tbries stm 
believe he could be moved side- 
ways to become Attorney Gen- 
eral Some senior Conservatives 
want Mr Major to recall 


Jonathan Ailken, after having 
his name cleared after n select 
committee “sleaze” inquiry. 

There has also been a whis- 
pering campaign against 
George Gardiner oyer his 
threat to resign his seat if he los- 
es the selection meeting in his 

Rcigatc constituency. 

“Peter LiUey. Nicholas Lycll, 
Hartley Booth and Cyril 
Townsend have all faced rese- 
lection without threatening to 
resign," said one Tbry MP. 

Mr Hogg faces fresh embar- 
rassment next week when he 
walks into the “linns’ den” with 
the fanners at the Royal Show. 
While there, he will also play 
host to Franz Fischler, the Eu- 
ropean Commissioner respon- 
sible for agriculture, who had 
the job of imposing the ban on 
British beef exports. Some 
Tories were privately predicting 
they would both need “tin hats" 
to protect them from the back- ^ 
lash of farmers, still fuming over 
the loss of their business. 

Whitehall sources said Mr 
Hogg may yet ask Mr Major for 
a move. “He is an honourable 
man, and may feel that his 
credibility has been culled along 
with the cows," said one official. 



Nicholas Soames: Loyalist 
unloved on the right 



Tory rebels 
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When you buy a Nokia Orange phone and connect to 
Talk 200 or above before 4 August 1996. This includes installation. 


NEW 

Nokia Orange 5.1 


Plus all these benefits as standaref 
on all Talk Plans, without exception 


ORANGE 


CELLNET 


VODAFONE 



£129.99 (r.r.p.) 

■ Up to 22 hours standby/80 minutes 
talk time 

■ 215 name/number directory 

■ 4 line menu driven display 

■ Fax and data compatible 

■ Rapid travel charger included 

AVAILABLE FROM: 


national coverage 

per second billing 

inclusive talk time 

Answer Phone 

free itemised billing 

12 months free 
insurance 

3 year phone 
warranty 

free switching 
between tariffs 

24 hour phone 
replacement 

Caller id 


THE LINK 


Ask in-store for details. For your nearest store call free 0500 222666. 

Subject to status and connection to a new number via Orange Personal Communications Services Limited. 


COLIN BROWN 

Tory MPs were warned yester- 
day that they were putting at risk 
tax cute and further defence 
orders, with the ride of jobs in 
their constituencies, if they 
rebelled against the £1.5bn sale 
of married quarters for the 
armed forces. 

David Clark, Labour’s 
defence spokesman, said: “It 
really is sad that the Conserv- 
atives put tax cuts before The 
defence of Britain.” 

The pressure applied to Tory 
rebels appeared to be working 
as 13 Conservative MPs with- 
drew their names from a Com- 
mans motion opposng the sale. 
Michael Portillo, the Secretary 
of State for Defence, was 
mounting n vigorous counter- 
attack to stop the scheme being 
blocked. He briefed back- 
benchers individually to break 
the back of the threatened 
rebellion, and he made it clear 
at a press conference at the 
Ministry of Defence, that de-: 
fence orders could be affected. 

“If the sale did not' go ahead, 
the Government would lose 
the money in the oomingyear,* 
he said. Filling the £I-5bn hole 
in the Treasury’s finances would 
be a “collective decision" for the 
Cabinet, he said. But he did not 
rule out . the possibility that 
defence contracts could be post- 
poned and MPs were being 
warned the Chancellor would 
lose room for tax cuts. 

The pressure on the Chan- 
cellor was increased by the an- 
nouncement in a written 
Commons reply that the cost of 
the beef compensation and 
slaughter programme would be 
£L5bn, reduced to £2bn after a 
European Union rebate. That 
wiD be met out of the reserves. 

Mr Pbrtiflo said: “It is a prob- 
lem which the Gover nment 
should not have to face because 
tins policy is wefl-fbunded for the 
forces, for the economic strat- 
egy aixl for the philosophy of the 

Government," 

Sane of those who withdrew 
their names said they had 
signed the Commons motion 
under false pretences. After 
being assured that the rents of 
toe aimed forces would cot roe 
steeply as a result of the sale, 
they removed their names from 
the list of 65 supporters. 

They included right-wingers 
such as John Townend, the 
chairman of the 92 Group of 
Thatcherite Tiny MPs. Nicholas 
Budgen, a leading Euro-sceptic, 
and those on the left of the par- 
ty, including Peter Bottomley, 
Sir Jim Lester and Andrew 
Rowe. The “charm offensive" 
by Mr Portillo to win back sup- 
port has included Euro-sceptic 


Tbry MPs who have been 
shunned in thepast by ministers. 
“My office recaved a phone call 
from the Defence Secretary’s 
office saving he was prepared to 
meet me," said one rebel, whose 
name is staying on the list. 

One of those who backed 
down said: “Pve not been nob- 
bled. I was worried about the 
rents, and they have assured me 
bn that T think he should have 
shown abit more flexibility by 
saving be would consult the fam- 
ilies. If be bad done that, he 
would have avoided a lot of this 
trouble.” 

Hie armed forces families, 
and the senior members of the 
aimed forces are fighting the 
plan to sell about 57,000 hous- . 
es to a private bidder on a 200- 
year lease. There will be a 
review after 25 years, after 
which the purchasers can 
develop the estates, unless the 
MoD objects. 

ft is expected Mr Portillo will 
announce the sale of the estates 
to a Japanese bank. He said yes- 
terday that security on the bases 
would not be compromised; 
management remains with the 
public sector. 

Opponents are planning a 
rearguard action, which could 
stfll block the dad. The Gov- 
ernment could face (tefcat in the 
Lords :on. the report stage of the 
Housing Bill on 11 July with a 
Tbry amendment to delay the 
sale for a year to allow further 
consultation. It could come to 
the Commons to be overturned 
on 22 July, but Labour is warn- 
ing the Government il wfll lose. 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Sir Robin Butler, head of the 
Home Civil Service, yesterday 
denied a claim by the senior civ- 
il servants’ union that White- 
hall's political neutrality is being 
compromised. 

In a two-hour appearance be- 
fore an all-party committee of 
MPs, Sir Robin also contra- 
dicted a suggestion by Michael 
Portillo, the Defence Secre- 
tary, that the privatised Royal 
Ordnance company was 
uniquely exempt from normal 
hceasing requirements for arms 
exports. 

The Independent reported on 
Tuesday that a letter sent by Mr 
Portillo to Stephen Byers, a 
Labour frontbencher, revealed 
that Lord Justice Scott was 
misled during his inquiry into 
the export of arms-related 
equipment to Iraq and Iran. 

Contrary to an assurance 
gjven to the inquiry, Mr PortiDo 
said it appeared “some arrange- 
ment" roust have been agreed 
that enabled company to con- 
tinue its exemption after its sale 
to British Aerospace in 1987. An 
eight-month trawl of more than 
1,000 RO export licence appli- 
cations showed a “relative ab- 
sence” of supporting 
documentation'’. 

Pressed yesterday by 
Labour's John Gunnell, Sir 
Robin said that although the 
matter was not within his per- 
sonal competence, he had seen 
a briefing which contradicted 
the Independent and that the 
company was subject to the li- 
censing procedures in just the 
normal way after its sale to BAe. 


PREMIUM BOND 
CHECKLINF 

There is £12 million worth of 
Premium Bond prize money 
waiting to be claimed, hundreds 
of thousands of unpaid 
numbers exist. Do you hold a 
winning bond? Dig out your old 
bonds and find out by callin g: 

0891 111 924 
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It must .be the literaiy sale of the 
year. Six Kingsley Anus's library 
- more than 1,600 books, marry 
covered with scribbles of criti- 
cism or praise - comes up for 
auction next month, together 
with his Tippex-slained type- 
writer, his leather desk and his 
battered red armchair. 

The author of Lucky Tan and 
The Old Devils died aged 73 last 
October - triggering a war be- 
tween his biographer, Eric Ja- 
cobs, and his equally famous son 
Martin over whether the diaries 
of his las; months should be 
published — and leafing through 
the volumes is a ghostly task. 

Much of his life seeips to 
hang between their pages, either 
because the books are his own 
work, about bsworic, or contain 
his handwritten comments on 
the contents or forgotten letters 
from friends. 

Pluck a volume out and his 
scrawled comments leap from 
the margin. Evelyn Waugh’s 
Bridesbead Revisited is a good 
example from a man notorious 
for his right-wing views and 
misogyny. “Piss of£ n he wrote 


' Annotated books 
from the outspoken 
writer are up for sale/ 
writes Marianne 
Macdonald 

beside a description of the re- 
fined Lady March main. 

“Well, what?' 1 his ballpoint 
demands after Charles an- 
nounces he knew wbat bad 
drawn Sebastian to Morocco. 
Most of all. Amis was annoyed 
by Waugh’s characters’ indo- 
lence. “None of the family has 
enough, indeed anything to do," 
the pen notes, and; “At least Rex 
does something for a Kving." His 
verdict: “Twee Rich Upper 
Class Novelitrish Queer.” 
Other writers come off bad-, 
too. “Balls”, Amis wrote on 
_ ie section of the Pengian Book 
of Contemporary British Poetry 
devoted to Derek Mahon. And 
later: “A fucking fool” “Real- 
ly?'’ he sneers when Mahon 
writes of birds which “sing with 
a noise like paper tearing”. 


But a volume of poems by his 
friend Philip Larkin shows that 


find o; 


l 


e 
m- 

Windows reads: “I can 
. two faults with Philip 
Larkin's poetry: there isn't 
enough of it, and in about one 
poem in three there is what I 
would call a wilfully eccentric 
word ...” 

Anus's enthusiasm for 
Fleming's James Bond novels is 
also evident The Spy Who Loved 
Me is covered with cryptic notes. 
“B[ond] smiles 13 times by 
p-165” says one. “Bfandfs loach 
gives small shock 146-' 

An unpublished manuscript 
hidden in the pages of Jake’s 
Tiring, Amis’s novel -about 
an ageing Oxford don, gives an 
account of how it came to be 
written. 

“1 was thinking how boring 
and awful permissiveness & 
porn & women's lib [was] get- 
tin , “ 



Friends In the Fifties: From left, the writer Anthony Powell, 
Amis, the poet Philip Larkin and Aims’s first wife, Hilary 


oldT was getting, when I met a 
girl !& read a book. The giri, who 
was v. attractive, was a behav- 
ioural psychologist w. a doc- 
torate of phfi. in the treatment 
of sexual inadequacy ... ” 

. The library contains a wide 
_ variety of works, from the fhber 
Book of . Drink, Drinkers and 
Drinking (in which Amis fea- 
tures heavily) to Wild Bowers In 
Their Seasons and Alexander 
Foote’s Handbook For Spies. 
There fc.Ptoust, but also the less 
elevated Dick Frauds and Jef- 
frey Archer. 

The collection rivals that 
owned by the late Graham 
Greene, bought for flm byan 
United States college last year 
but Sotheby’s, which is selling 
Amis’s library on 11 July on be- 
half of his estate, has estimat- 
ed it wHJ fetch much less: up to 
£20,000. The oak desk, type- 
writer and battered armchair 
are a snip, meanwhile, at the ex- 
pected sums of £400, £300, 
£200 respectively. 


Magritte at a premium as £2.5m bid puts past in the shade 
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An auction record of £2L5m fur a paint- 
ing by the Belgian surrealist Ren£ 
Magritte was paid at a Christie's sale 
in London yesterday: L'Empire das Lu~ 


irueres (above) - one of series by the pleted the rest of the set Fierce com- 
artist contrasting daylight and darkness petition between a telephone bidder and 
- was started m 1£W8 and completed one in the saierocm cfrove the price way 
in 1962, during which t im esp an he com- over Christie’s top estimate of £800,000. 


BBC to 
launch 
first 
black 
TV news 


LOUISE JURY 

The BBC's firs; news and 
current affairs programme 
specifically for block viewers 
goes on air next month. 

The series. Black Britain, is 
being made by a team which is 
based alongside the BBC's oth- 
er heavyweight current affairs 
programmes, including Pj/uvu- 
mu, in west London. 

It comes IS months after an 
internal report. “People and 
Programmes”, warned that the 
corporation was in danger of 
losing its black audience. It 
was viewed as white, middle - 
class and less palatable than al- 
ternatives, the research found. 

At its launch yesterday. Mark 
Damazer, head of BBC News 
weekly programmes, said Black 
Britain was an “overdue at- 
tempt to recognise the interests 
and concerns of black people in 
the UK. many of whom at the 
moment feel that our other 
programmes do not adequate- 
ly reflect their varied lives.” 

The series will be fronted by 
Rianna Sdpio, television's first 
black weather presenter, with 
reporters in dueling Clive Myric 
and Donu Kogbara. Hie focus 
will be on news, but will also 
cover sport, the arts and enter- 
tainment. There win be regular 
reports from around the world. 

Patrick Younge, the produc- 
er, said: “The days of lumping 
all black people 'together as a 
single group arc long gone. 
The community is extremely 
diverse, split by gender, ethnicity 1 
and class and this programme 
aims to reflect that.” 

Research for the “People 
and Programmes” report 
showed African-Caribheans 
and Asians wanted to see more 
news on television and radio, es- 
pecially about their own com- 
munities. Il found that BBC 
programmes targeted at black 
audiences had teen less suc- 
cessful than efforts for the 
Asian community. 

Black Britain goes on air on 
Thesday, 9 July, at 730pm. 
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0345 95 95 95 


FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ABOUT 
VIRGIN'S LIFE PRODUCTS 
RING 0345 95 95 95 
LINES ARE OPEN 
BETWEEN Sam AMD 10pm 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
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How long have you got? Buying Virgin life fnatnance won’t take a lifetime. 


Arranging life insurance is about as appetising a 
prospect for most people as having a tooth pulled. 
Everyone knows that they ought to make some kind 
of arrangement, but don't dare tackle the hurdles. 
At Virgin Direct, we took a close look at the industry 
and decided we could do ft better. . 


information pack. We’D even complete 
the forms for you. Easy! 

Gone are the days of filling in long, 
complicated documents. Virgin believes 
life insurance shouldn’t take forever 
to arrange. 

An outdated industry 

‘‘When we were setting up Virgin’s life 
insurance operation, we lifted the lid on 
one of the most unfriendly industries I've 
ever seen,” comments Richard Branson, 
“People were shocked by how much of 
their money was going to the salesman 
who sold them their poUcy. We also 
found that many companies were over 
complicating their life policies by "bolting 
on’ investment schemes." 

Virgin Direct has the aim of helping to 
protect families in ways that suit them 
best. The insurance industry hasn’t 
achieved this yet - if it had, millions of 
people in this country would be far better 
protected than they are today. 

Because we believe it's so important, 
we’ve stripped life insurance down to its 
basics to provide value for money, no 
nonsense protection that is able to meet 
your changing needs throughout your life. 


A firm price 

How long do you think it takes for some 
companies to get your life insurance 
sorted? Days... Weeks. ..Months? 

Minutes. We're only a simple phone 
call away and we can normally give most 
people a firm price over the- phone in less 
than ten minutes. 


Gone are the days when you may have 
had to wait a lifetime for an insurance 
company to decide whether they want 
your business! . . 

Easy to arrange 

Once you’ve made that call, we’U. 
send you a clear and straightforward 
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WHAT'S 
RIGHT 
FOR YOU? 


» 


FAMILY 

CAPITAL 

PROTECTOR 


Designed to pay off your 
liabilities if you die, this 
could be used to cover an 
interest-only mortgage or 
short-term loan. 


» 


FAMILY 

INCOME 

PROTECTOR 


This will make sure that your 
family receive an income if 
you die unexpectedly. 


» 


REPAYMENT 

MORTGAGE 

PROTECTOR 


If you have a repayment 
mortgage this will make 
sure that it is repaid if you 
die - as long as your full 
mortgage is covered by us. 

10 MINUTES 
TO SPARE? 
CALL US NOW. 



Richard Branson has his eye on the hurdles that 
banks, budding societies and other life insurance 

companies have created to obstruct people who 
Just vrant good service. 

Avoiding hurdles 

Hard sell! 

Many people who need life insurance are 
put off by the thought cf having to deal 
with a salesman . With Virgin Direct, yon 
always remain in control. 

Gobbledygook! 

Much of the literature written about 
life insurance policies is shrouded in 
jargon. At Virgin Direct, you’ll always 
get straightforward information. 

Rip off! 

Some companies charge twice as much 
as Virgin Direct for the same Itfe insurance. 
We can give you great value for money 
because we refuse to have anything to 
do with salesmen and their outrageous 
commissions. Where better to get a life 
than Virgin Direct 


Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd represents oniy the Virgin Direct marketing group and is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority for life insuranc 

For ycur security oli telephone colls to Virgin Direct will be recorded and randomly monitored. 


vestment Authority for life insurance and unit trust business. Virgin Direct only markets its own products 
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Scenes of carnage 
return to haunt US 


*4 


H *• 


Vision of death: A Saudi television picture of the devastated apartment building at the air force base near Dhahran 


Photog'aph: AP 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

The scene might have been 
Oklahoma Gty, April 1995, or 
for those with longer memories, 
the US marines barracks in 
Beirut in October 1983. But 
beyond their honor, the now 

familiar imaowi of death and 

destruction at Khobar Tower 
complex are. above all for the 

CTrnfnn a jarring 

reminder of the pressures that 
menace the crucial relation- 
ship between the United States 
and Saudi Arabia. 

The massive explosion which 
sheared away a cross-section of 
one residential building and 
ravaged two others at the 
King Abdul Aziz base, near 
Dhahran, was the most devas- 
tating anti-American incident of 
its kind since the Beirut truck 
bombing that killed 241 Amer- 
ican military personnel and 
drove the US out of Lebanon. 

This time “only" 19 Ameri- 
can servicemen died, and the 
mild-mannered US Secretary of 
State, Warren Christopher, 
vowed with uncommon feroci- 
ty that those responsible would 
be “hunted down." 
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Washington, he said yesterday, 
before leaving Cairo to vis t the 
scene, “will not be deterred 
from fiilfillin g its duties around 
the world". The first goal may 
prove easier than the second. 

According to officials here, 
witnesses may be able to iden- 
tify the two suspects who ran 
from the fuel tanker truck and 
escaped in a white car, just be- 
fore an estimated 5,0001b of ex- 
plosives detonated with a blast 
causin g a 35ft-dcep crater and 
shock waves felt 40 miles away 
in the island state of Bahrain. 

If so, then the Saudi author- 
ities, aided by a team of FBI in- 
vestigators who arrived in the 
kingdom yesterday, may be able 
to round up the perpetrators as 
speedily as after last Novem- 
ber's comparable attack in 
Riyadh, in which seven people, 
five of them Americans, lost 
their lives. After making 
televised confessions and 
acknowledging ideological ties 
to Islamic fundam entalists in 
other countries, four Saudi men 
were beheaded three weeks 
ago. 

One immediate consequence 
of the tragedy will be to push 
terrorism, and Middle Eastern 
terrorism in particular, to the 
top of the agenda of the G7 
summit which opens today. 

No fewer than 40 “specific 
recommendations" to tackle 
terrorism will be adopted fry 
leaders of the biggest industri- 
al nations. President Bill Clin- 
ton said as he left far Lyons. 
Washington, he added, expect- 
ed its allies to “walk hand-in- 
hand” with it. 

But this too may be less than 
simple. Inevitably - Mr din- 
ton himself said as much yes- 
terday - the blast will see 
election year demands from 

fly * TJS for tneighftr interriaHn nal 
measures against “rogue states” 
such as Iran and Iraq, the prime 
suspects for whatever govern- 
ment links may exist with the at- 
tack. Hitherto, however, the 
Europeans have resisted ef- 
forts to isolate Ifeheran further. 

Even harder to gauge are the 
longterm effects of the attack, 
at a time when uncertainty over 
the succession in Saudi Arabia 
adds to longstanding sensitivi- 
ties over the country’s vital and 
highly viable links with the US 
and the West 

Once again, Mr Clinton went 


oat of his way to praise the 
Saudis for their help, stressing 
that the American troops sta- 
tioned in the country since the 
1991 Gulf war as l be lynchpin 
of US forward defence m the 
region had been made “very 
welcome". These forces were 
there at the request of the 
Saudi government, and “it 
would be a mistake to change 
their mission because of this". 

That government is. howev- 
er, in the process of changing. 
Although it was King Fahd 
with whom the US President 
spoke on TUesday evening, the 
staunchly pro-\testem monarch 
suffered a stroke last year and 
power appears to be shifting to 
his half brother. Crown Prince 
Abdullah, who is believed to be 
more sympathetic to Arab 
causes. 

Almost certainly, the 
Dhahran explosion was carried 
out by elements opposed to the 
Saudi regime and its tolerance 
of growing Western influence in 
the traditionally conservative 
country. Some 40,000 Ameri- 
cans now work in the defence 
and technology sectors and 
above all the strategically vital 
oil industry. There is a con- 
spiracy of near silence about the 
precise US military presence in 



Clinton: Allies must help 
isolate terrorist states 

Saudi Arabia, which is designed 
to be as unobtrusive as possible. 
Semi-offidally it is put at 5,000. 
In feet, some observers say, 
die figure mightbe three or four 
times greater. Hie American 
dead and wounded in Dhahran 
were overwhelmingly air force 
personnel, assigned to enforce 
the UN “no-fly zone” over 
southern Iraq. 


Mi 


Why Western 
troops kept 
a low profile 




Dixon*: 



CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

The gigantic King Abdul Aziz 
air base at Dhahran is the cen- 
tre for the low-key operation to 
monitor die safety of Arabs in 
southern Iraq. Like all Saudi 
military installations, it is huge 
and weD appointed - which 
proved lucfcy.rbr the Allies in the 
1991. Gulf war, providing ex- 
ceptionally long runways and 
ample space for fleets of 
aircraft. 

American, British and 
French forces arrived at 
Dhahran soon after die Iraqi in- 
vasion of Kuwait in August 
1990’ Immediately after the 
Golf war ended in March 1991, 
the United Nations passed res- 
olutions establishing a “no-fly 
zone” over Iraq sooth of the 
32nd parallel, which was de- 
signee to prevent Iraqi air at- 
tacks on the Shia M uslims of the 
area who were in conflict with 
the predo minan tly 51 1 mni Iraqi 
government The no-fly zone 
was also intended to protect die 
reconnaissance aircraft of the 
three main coalition partners - 
the US, Britain and France - 
who were monitoring continued 
Iraqi ground action against the 
Shia Muslims, and President 
Saddam Hussein’s attempts to 
drain the southern marshes. 

If Islamic fundamentalists 
based in Saudi Arabia, possibly 
associated with Shia Muslims in 
Iran, were responsible for Tues- 


day night’s tragedy, the iroay is 
that the original justification 
for the US forces’ presence 
was to protect their Shia co- 
religionists in southern Iraq. 
That further suggests that rad- 
icals within Saudi Arabia, rather 
than the Iranians, were to 
blame. 

Although the Western air 
forces bavt been monitoring, 
Iraqi movements since early 
1991, they have maintained a 
low profile, primarily to as- 
suage Saudi sensitivities about 
a large Western presence. 

. The US has about 5,000 mil- 
itary personnel in Saudi Arabia, 
2^00 of them based around 
Dhahran, involved in operation 
“Southern Watch”. 

The US Air Force has two 
squadrons of F-16 Fighting Fal- 
cons, one of F-15 Eagles, two of 
C-130 Hercules transport 
planes and one ofEF-111 elec- 
tronic warfare planes. It also has 
a battalion of Patriot anti- 
aircraft and anti- missil e miss iles 
and a signals battalion. 

There are about 200 RAF 
personnel at Dhahran sup- 
porting six Tornado GR-1 
reconnaissance and ground 
attack planes. The French have 
about 150 people aipporting six 
Mirage 2000s. 

In addition to the Western 
military presence, there are 
thousands of expatriate work- 
ers from Western industrial 
firms based dose to the military 
units. 
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it was a home-grown Saudi affair’ 


Revolt stirs against 
West’s secret legions 


DBERT FISK 

pddle East Correspondent 


monarch, on 6 August 1990, ex- 


was a message, lo the Arab 
ctaiors of the Gulf, it was a 
■vast a ting reminder that im- 
ense wealth cannot protect 
eir kingdoms, lb the Amen- 
ins. the message was simpler; 
tat they can protect neither 
teir friends nor themselves in 
te Middle East, lb Muslims, 
owever, the bombing of the US 
ir Force housing complex at 
)hahran in Saudi Arabia and 
jhe death of 23 American ser- 
vicemen provided a reminder of 
1 different kind: that thousands 
?f Western troops remain 
Dehind in the land containing 
[slam's two holiest shrines long 
after the original reason for 
their presence - Saddam Hus- 
sein's invasion of Kuwait - has 
passed into history. 

The US Secretary of State, 
Warren Christopher, went to 
view the wreckage of the eight- 
storey building that crushed 
the life from 23 young Ameri- 
cans, just as Vice-President 
George Bush visited the Beirut 
marine base after a truck 
bomber bad killed 241 US mil- 
itary personnel in 1983. And, 
Hke Mr Bush, Mr Christopher 
- and President B31 Clinton - 
yesterday vowed that America 
would not be swayed by vio- 
lence, that the perpetrators 
would be hunted down. 

In Beirut, they never were. 
But the reason for both bomb- 
ings was remarkably similan 
anger at an ever-widening 
American military presence in 
the Muslim world. 

King JFahd, before his current 
dementia, was the first to fear 
that violence would follow the 
arrival of the American armies 
in the Gulf in 1990. Even before 
the 82nd Airborne flew into 
Dhahran that August, the 
Saudi intelligence services 
heard frightening rumours that 
a new and younger breed of 
dissidents, inspired by the war 
against the Soviet Union's 
* ft+ces in Afghanistan, would at- 
tack those who would “defile” 
the land of the Prophet Ityas 
foi this reason that the Saudi 


traded a public promise from 
isfa that all US troops 


Mr Bush 

would leave his kingdom when 
the Iracji threat had ended. 

But it didn't work out that 
way. While the legions left, the 
Standard bearers stayed. b ehin d 
- at least 5,000 American mil- 
itary personnel in Saudi Arabia 
alone, along with hundreds of 
British and French troops. 

The number of Western mil- 
frary personnel in the Gulf is 
now 10 times higher than it was 
before 1990. Americans live in 
Dhahran and Jeddah and walk 
the underground corridors of 
the Defence Ministry in Riyadh. 
And, despite censorship and a 
massive security apparatus, 
there is scarcely aSaodi who vriQ 
not believe that this foreign 



SAUDI 
ARABIA HR ** lh 

300 miles 


“occupation" was the reason for 
yesterday’s bombing. 

That, and the public be- 
heading - after a mockery of a 
trial - of the four men con- 
demned for the bombing of a 
US facility in Riyadh seven 
months agp in which five Amer- 
icans and two Indians were 
killed, Islamists had warned 
that if the four - Muslih al- 
Shamrard, Khadd al-Said, Riyad 
al-Haja and Abdulaziz al- 
Mitham - were executed, there 
would be further attacks. Prince 
Sultan, the Saudi Defence Min- 


repeated after the US ambas- 


sador in Riyadh said immedi- 
rr their arrest that the 


atety after i 
men were indeed the “four 
people responsible for tbe 
bombing”.. 

Saudi justice followed its u^n-.. 
al course. After reportedly 


being tortured,- the accused 
were denied lawyers al their tri- 
al and were then forced to give 
a television confession that they 
had been inspired by militant s 
in Algeria and Afghanistan. 

Amnesty International plead- 
ed in vain that their liras be 
'spared. They were put to the 
sword. Few doubted that they 
were guilty, but what shocked 
King Fahd and his family, who 
had been insisting that the 
killers were Iranian or even 
Iraqi, was that all fburwere Saa- 
di nationals. Not only Saudis, 
but members of foe majority 
Sunni Muslim community 
rather than Shias who might 
have frit sane affection for Iran. 

Yesterday, Middle East ex- 
perts were producing foor usu- 
al theories of an international 
Muslim conspiracy. No sooner 
had anonymous American 
diplomats fingered Tehran than 
President Ezer Weizman of 
Israel weighed in to make foe 
le claim that Iran was 

iehind foe bombing. If only it 
was that simple. Iran’s reli- 
gious leaders wffl feel Meaty for 
foe Americans, but foe chances 
are that yesterday’s bombing 
wasa home-grown Saudi affair, 
a new phase m foe most violent 
internal exposition ever to con- 
front the House of Saud and its 
Western supporters. And this at 
foe delicate, vulnerable mo- 
ment when foe dying King Fahd 
has scarcely handed over pow- 
er to Crown Prince Abdullah. 

Nor are foe kingdom’s ene- 
miesthe anfling dissidents who 
wage war by fax against the cor- 
rupt and dissolute princes of foe 
Gulf It takes t rained men to rig 
a bomb containing 5,0001b of ex- 
plosives, to make a getaway in 
a wafting car when foe soldiers 
of Nato armies are there to stop 
them. 

Where did they leant this? In 
Bosnia, fi ghting for the Muslims 
whom foe West allowed to per- 
ish in their tens of thousands? 
Or in Af ghanistan, where tbe 
Americans provided foe logis- 
tics and training and explo- 
sives for the young men who 
were senj off . to fight the Red 
Army?.. 


!No peace for Mr Christopher 


FVTRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 


lid 


was a bad day for foe Pax 
ericana, established in foe 
iddle East at foe end of the 
$tlf war in 1991. Only hours he- 
re foe truck bomb exploded 
Dhahran, W&rren Christo- 
her, the United States Secre- 
tly of State, was learning that 


Binyamin Netanyahu, the new- 
ly elected Israeli prime minis- 
ter, disagrees with the US- 
brokered accords between Israel 
and the Palestinians. Above all 
Mr Netanyahu said he wanted 
talks with Arabs without pre- 
conditions, which means back- 
ing away from the promise to 
return Arab land conquered in 
1967 in return far peace. 


“At heart, he rejects the Oslo 
accords,” said one Israeli ob- 
server after watching Mr Ne- 
tanyahu’s joint press conference 
with Mr Christopher. 

On the same day, foe bomb 
at Dhahran and foe US-Israeli 
press conference showed that 
the US win find It difficult to 
provide security for anybody in 
foe Middle East in future. 
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3 Israeli soldiers 
killed in ambush 


An Israeli helicopter hovering near the Jordanian border as troops search for the 
gunmen who ambushed an Israeli patrol, killing three. Photograph: AP 


Jerusalem — Three Israeli sol- 
diers were killed and two 
wounded in an ambush by guer- 
rillas dose lo the Jordanian bor- 
der early yesterday morning, 
writes Patrick CockJburn. 

In the first serious attack 
since the new right-wing Israeli 
government took office, a ve- 
hicle on patrol came under 
fire at dose range from gunmen 
hidden in thickets of reeds and 
scrub on foe banks of foe Jor- 
dan river, which marks the bor- 
der between the two countries. 

A second Israeli patrol vehi- 
cle arrived as the gunmen were 
removing equipment from the 
first and opened fire. In the sec- 
ond exchange of fire one Israeli 
soldier was lighti) r wounded. 
The army says large Israeli 
forces “including helicopters 
have begun search in co-oper- 
ation with Jordanian forces”. 


The guerrillas captured a ma- 
chine gun and a M-lb rifle 

Tracks showed foe guerrillas 
had made their way back into 
Jordan. The ambush is sur- 
prising because Jordanian se- 
curity tighdy controls the border 
region, particularly since it 
signed a peace treaty with Israel 
in 1994. Binvamin Netanyahu, 
the Israeli Prime Minister, is due 
to visit Jordan in the next few 
days, to thank King Hussein for 
his support for Israel at the Arab 
summit in Cairo last weekend. 

During the election cam- 
paign Mr Netanyahu said he 
would provide greater security 
for Israelis. In south Lebanon 
he is expected to respond lo am- 
bushes by Hizbollah guerrillas 
by striking at Syrian positions in 
Lebanon. But in the case of at- 
tacks emanating from Jordan he 
has no dear target let attack. 
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Papandreou funeral: Country grinds to halt for lavish public tribute to turbulent statesman 


Tears and 
drama as 
Greeks say 
farewell 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Athens 

It was a funeral to fit all the self- 
aggrandising rhetoric and con- 
tradictory passions of the man 
himself Yesterday, Greece paid 
a lavish, tearful farewell to its 
towering political personality, 
Andreas Papandreou, with the 
same mix of grand spectacle, 
low political skulduggery and 
famil y jealousies that punctu- 
ated his long, turbulent life. 

The country ground to a halt 
for the day as politicians, foreign 
dignitaries and thousands of ad- 
mirers converged on Athens for 
the first state funeral to be 
held in Greece since the death 
of King Paul in 1963. Dense 
crowds squeezed along the nar- 
row streets leading from 
Athens’ Metropolitan Cathe- 
dral, where Mr Papandreou re- 
ceived his last honours, to the 
city's main cemetery where he 
was finally lain to rest. 

“Andreas, you live, you are 
the one who guides us!” chant- 
ed the crowd as a seemingly 
endless sea of dignitaries, 
brightiy-imifbrmed soldiers and 
politicians paraded through the 
hot streets of the capital 

Mourners threw handfuls of 
rose petals down from apart- 
ment buildings, forming a car- 
pet of red and pink on top of 
the Greek flag covering the bier. 
Right and left were rows of huge 
wreaths of flowere sent from 
well-wishers around the world. 

For all his faults - and there 
were many - Mr Papandreou 
proved yesterday just how 
deeply the Greeks loved him for 
his populism, his determination 
to keep op at least a semblance 
of independence from foreign 
allies, and even for the all- too 
h uman frailty he showed over 
money and beautiful women. 

“For me, Papandreou is the 
embodiment of our transition 


from dictatorship to democra- 
cy. He made Greece excited 
about its role in the world, re- 
fusing to let the country become 
just another homogeneous 
adjunct of the west. It may all 
have been an illusion, but it was 
a beautiful illusion,” one 
mourner said. 

The drama was not without 
its quirks, however. Just off 
the mam funeral route, a dutch 
of hamburger- and soft-drink 
sellers gave the proceedings 
the whin of an oriental bazaar. 
Scruffy young men picked up 
the red roses that mourners had 
brought to place on Mr Pa- 
pan dreou’s coffin and resold 
them for a titty profit 

As befitted a man famous for 
cultivating strange allies, the 
guest list included a group of 
Kurdish freedom fighters (ap- 
plauded by the anti-Turkish 
crowd) and Iran's Foreign Min- 
ister, Ali Akbar VelayatL Trea- 
sury Secretary Robert Rubin 
represented the United States, 
a country with whom Mr Pa- 
pandreou conducted a lifelong 
love-hate relationship. Britain 
sent the Secretary of State for 
Defence, Michael Portillo. 

TTm rf ignitarw -c cr amm ed into 

the tiny cathedral to hear eu- 
logies from family, friends and 
political leaders. And it was here 
that the games and subtle at- 
tempts at one-upmanship be- 
gan. Members of Pasok. the 
Socialist movement Mr Papan- 
dreou founded in 1974, could 
barely contain their rivalries on 
the eve of a congress to desig- 
nate the old man 's successor as 
president of the party. 

Costas Simitis, a noted dis- 
senter from Mr Papandreou’s 
autocratic leadership style, who 
took over as Prime Minister in 
January, did his best to sound 
statesmanlike as he called for 
parly unity - a coded pitch for 
his own campaign to become 



Ben Hur gay 
slur drives 
Heston crazy 


If 


Grief: One of the Orthodox dergy who officiated at the funeral walks past mourners’ wreaths Photograph: Reuter 


leader. “Pasok has lost its 
founder, but not its souL He has 
brought us face to face with our 
responsibilities, and we wQl 
prove ourselves equal to the 
challenge” Mr Simitis said 
Mr Fapandreou’s more un- 
ambiguous acolytes, inclnritng 
Mr Simitis' mam rival for the 
party leadership, AkisTsochad- 
zopouks, adapted a more emo- 
tional tone, addressing the 
deceased in the second person 
and wallowing in memories of 


grand party battles and mo- 
ments of personal intimacy. 
The contrast in styles could 
not have been more orches- 
trated 

It was the family, though, that 
created the greatest drama. Mr 
Papandreou’s flamboyant 
young widow, Minn, dissolved 
mto tears without foil- when ev- 
er a television camera came 
dose. 

At the end of the service she 
prostrated herself full-length 


over her husband’s coffin to give 
him one last hug and whisper 
“My love! My love!". 

Mr Papandreou 's first wife, 
Margaret, dearly disapproved 
of sucb histrionics ana made 
strenuous efforts to be more 
dignified holding back her teais 
and simply resting her forehead 
on the coffin. Margaret and the 
four Papandreou children lat- 
er retired to the home they all 
once shared in the Athenian 
suburb of Kastri to receive 


mourners, leaving Mimi to go 
home to her lavish villa. 

for fottrmnHfro^the dead 
man's half-brother, George. 
His oration reduced the as- 
sembled company to a stunned 
silence. “I ahrays kwed you,” he 
said “But you never explained 
why you didn’t love me. I love 
you all the same." There’s prob- 
ably enough family strife behind 
those three lines to fill a tele- 
viaon mini-series. 
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Cold War agent jailed 
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Vanessa’s just insured 
the contents of her home 
for £10.39) a month. 





She did it by cuffing DIRECT 


Vanessa's just bought her first home. 


Bonn — Protesting his innocence 
to the last, Karl Wienand, a 
former Social Democrat politi- 
cian was sentenced yKterday to 
two and a half years in jail and 
! fined lm German marks for 
passing secrets to East Ger- 
many’s security servioe, the StasL 
writes Imre Karacs. 

Wienand 69, was parfiamen- 
taiy whip during the reign of 

Row over 
FBI files 
rumbles on 

RUPERT CORNWELL , 
Washington 

The Clinton White House of- 
ficial in the eye of the FBI files 
storm resigned yesterday, in- 
sisting nonetheless that the af- 
fair was just a bureaucratic 
blunder and not a sinister De- 
mocratic attempt to gather 
background dirt on Republican 
political opponents. 

Testifying at heated, bitterly 
partisan Congressional hear- 
ings into what has become a ma- 
jor election year embarrassment 
for the Clinton rampaigmj Pmig 
Livingstone, head of the White 
House personnel security office, 
said the request for confiden- 
tial FBI background files in late 
1993 on more than 400 people 
- including some prominent 
Republicans - had been an in- 
nocent mistake, based on out- 
dated lists of White House 
pass-holders compiled by the 
Secret Service. He denied he 
had ever been asked for, or re- 
quested himself, any such list 
“But I am tendering my resig- 
nation, effective immediately." 

But his departure wfll not end 
the controversy, fuelled by new 


W3fy Brandt DusseJdorfs high 
court ruled that Wienand bad, for 
over 20 years, kept the Com- 
munist regime informed of 
Bonn’sstrategy towards the east 
in return for some DMlm. 

Wienand is appealing against 
the vertfict, daiming his meetings 
with a Stasi agent who he thought 
was an East German government 
official had been above board. 


Los Angeles — It is undear 
whether this is a declaration of 
peace, or yet another act of war. 
Charlton Heston, in a letter to 
the Los Angeles Times, has 
called for an end to a “grossly 
overworked discussion” over 
the making of Bat Hur, a dis- 
pute which has pitted the con- 
servative actor in a gladiatorial 
mud-fight with the left-wing 
writerGore Vidal. 

In more ways than one, the 
film is ancient history. It won 11 
Academy Awards, the all-time 
record, m 1959. But the pair 
crossed swords when Vidal, in 
a television documentary ongay 
and lesbian images m film, 
claimed to have written a scene 
into Ben Hur- without Heston’s 
knowledge - with dear homo- 
sexual overtimes. They have 
been at it ever since. 

Heston, who won the Oscar 
for best actor as the Jewish char- 
ioteer, dismissed Vidal's story. 
He accused him of malting ex- 
travagant eTaims of authorship 
on a film script in which he 
played no part It is plain that 
Vidal has delighted in irritating 
Heston. These days the actor, 
a close friend of the failing for- 
mer president Ronald Reagan, 
is best known as a public 
spokesman for the National 
Riffe Association. At the NRAs 
convention this April, where the 
theme was reaching out to 
youth, images of Heston were 
shown oo two huge video 
screens, intercut with a proces- 
sion of young people, the new 
generation of gun-owning 
Americans. “There can be no 
torch to pass on where there is 
no flamer he intoned. 

While Heston was one of the 
biggest stars of the 1950s, he 
does not seem to be remem- 
bered with great fondness. 
There is no “Heston" section m 
the shelves of Los Angeles 
video stores, as there b for most 
other leading actors. His films 
appear mostly under “Epics”. 

Screen credits for film writ- 
ing are closely guarded by the 
Iters’ Guild of America, and 
Vidal was not considered for 
one in Ben Hur. But he was ap- 
parently one of several writers 
enlisted to massage the script. 
Interviewed for the documen- 
tary “The Celluloid' Closet”, 
he said be persuaded the di- 
rector to liven up the relation- 
ship between Ben Hor and bis 
Roman rival, Massala, with a 
scene where Massala, played by 
Stephen Boyd, casts longing 
glances at Heston as they sip 
wine. 

The sub-text, driving the 
scene bat which was never 
made explicit, was that the two 
characters had been teenage 
lovers and that Massala want- 
ed to kiss and make up. That 
was explained to Boyd but kept 
secret from Heston, who would 
have “fallen apart”. 


Row over whethr 
charioteer was ii 
the closet may rut 

be over, writes 

Tim Cornwell 

The story is not new. but s 
repetition outraged Hestc. 
He claimed Vidal was broUjH 
on to the set for a threc-dav t- 
al run, after which all his si> 
gested scenes were thrown ol 
The story “irritates the hi 
out of me,” he added. Vidal r 
sponded by calling the actoi 
performances “astonishing 
wooden”, and each accused < 
the other of playing fast an 
loose with the truth. 



Heston: He denies Vidal 
had any hand in the script 

Undeniably, film-makers in 
the 1950s were forced to dance 
around the topic of homosex- 
uality. Censors at the Produc- 
tion Code Administration 
prohibited films from men- 
tioning it If certain characters 
were acceptabfy iimp-wristed, 
they were never gay. 

These days cross-dressing is 
almost standard fare -witness 
Mrs Doubtfire, or recently 7 he 
Bird Cage, the Americanised La 
Cage auz FoUes. Tom Hanks 
took on Aids in Philadelphia. 
But gay overtones can still be a 
sensitive subject. The Cable 
Guy, starring Jim Carrey, is 
provoking a tot of talk al the mo- 
ment. Carrey plays “the cable 
guy” who comes to the home of ^ 
Steven, played by Matthew 
Broderick, to. install his cable 
television. He proceeds not jist 
to fix his cable, but to fix his lfe. 
But laigdy papered over are he 
homosexual implications of 
Carrey’s desperate desire Dr 
Steven to be his friend. He s 
psychotically jealous. For Htl- 
tywood, gayness is still noia 
comfortable theme. 

While Heston has called fr 
peace, it may not be quite te 
last round. He took anotbr 
dig at Vidal by advising him.n 
the words of his friend. Mr Re- 
gan, that “facts are stubboi 
things”. It seems unlikely tht 
Mr Vidal will let that go wit- 
out a final buret of repartee. 
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Chirac 


puts jobs 
on summit 


agenda 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 


As the dty of Lyoo made its 
final preparations yesterday for 
receiving the leaders of the 
workTs richest nations at the an- 
nual summit of the Group of 
Seven industrialised countries, 
France underlined its desire to 
see two subjects figure promi- 
nently in the discussions: aid to 
less developed countries, and 
unemployment. 

The first is an interest and 
alignment it shares with Japan 
and Canada.: the second, how- 
ever, reflects a huge element of 
domestic political self-in terest. 
Fbr Ranee, unlike Britain and 
the United States, still faces an 
acute unemployment problem, 
and one which seems not to be 
responding to government- 
prescribed treatment 

Official figures announced 
this week showed that unem- 
ployment m April rose to the 


seoond-higbest level ever, with 
some 3.15 million people, or 


12 3 per cent of the population 
of working age, now registered 
as unemployed. 

On Tuesday, the defence 
ministry announced that the 
naval dockyards are to lose 
more than 6,000 jobs - around 
a quarter of the workforce - by 
the end of 1998, as a result of 
cuts in government defence 
spending and plans for re- 


month ago, that there would be 
no compulsory redundancies. 
The cuts wifi none the less se- 
verely hit the ports of Brest and 
Cherbourg. An MP for a north- 
ern French constituency, Yves 
Bonnet, staged a sit-in through 
the night at the defence ministry 
in protest against the cuts. 

The hitherto protected de- 
fence sector is not the only area 
where jobs are being lost Ear- 
lier this week the troubled ban k 
Credit Lyonnais announced it 
was to shed more than 6,000 
jobs. The building industry has 
also announced large-scale cats, 
because the housing market 
has failed to pick up signifi- 
cantly, despite a series ofgov- 
emment incentives. 

lb France’s few out and out 
free-marketeers, the current 
wave of job losses is a sign that 
French industry may finally be 
grappling with the ovennanning 
ana inefficient job practices 
that have sapped profitability. 
In France, however, there is 
a fear that the cuts will not only 
reflect poorly on a government 
pledged to reduce unemp- 
loyment, but could sap morale 
and impede the long-heralded 


structuring the defence sector. 
The Defence Minister, 


Qiaries MDlon, yesterday re- 
peated a pledge he gave a 


Which is why President 
Chirac is so keen to ensure that 
unemployment and possible 
remedies figure prominently at 
Lyon, evOT &oogh he risks a lec- 
ture from the Americans and 
the British about the hi gh price 
of labour in France and the con- 
servatism of the French labour 
market. 
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People queueing to vote in Durban as the 
KwaZulu-Natal area held local elections 
yesterday. Amid heavy security. South 
Africa’s most turbulent region voted without 
incident. While the poll is for local officials 


only, results will be a significant barometer 
of the strength of the nation's two leading 
black parties - Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress and the Zulu-based 
Inkatha Freedom Party of Mangosuthu 


Buthelezi. The ANC and Inkatha have fought 
for control of the Zulu heartland for 12 
years. More than 14,000 people have died in 
the conflicts. 

Photograph: Juda Ngwenya/Reuter 


Smoking 
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SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 


j’« opposition Taleban naOtia madced the 
to Kabul of the guerrilla leader Gaibuddin 
Hekmatyar with a ferocious bombardment that killed at 
Ieast32 people and wounded aboutlOQ. Government . . 
Officials welcomed Mr Hekcpatyar, their former enemy, 
into the dty along with a lOO-vehide ainvc^ pf his flag- 
waving supporters, and ftesident Buriiaiiudifin Rabbaai 
swore him mas prime minister, 30 months after he tried to 
seize Kabul in an abortive coup. Mr Hekmatyar spent near- 
ly twq yeais bombarding Kabul before being dislodged by 
. the Thleban movement Now he has formed an aUiance . 
with the joverrumit agains t the Thleban, which has been 
begging Kabul since October! Islamabad — Batter .. 


: The Bosnian Serii leader Radovan Karadzic, the key ■ 

\_I.ca? 5 tade to hoWmg-fi^-elecik^offexEdtoresigmbut 
jattaiJbed conditions he knew die mtemadcm^^Ojiinmiuty v 
’ WonJdjapt swaflow. The manoeuvering at an all-night crisis •" 
jaap^^gaftlieBbsii^S^teadezsh^semnetftobealast 
r . attonpt the defiant Mr Karadzic, a suspected War ; 

.• tdanrinal, tb retain jpower ahead of a 1 July deadline the • - 
Wpildhas selfor ftmxto quit! HisdeparturewouIdTenrove . 
; a major roadblock before etectidnsin Bosnia inSeptember. , 
independent VEP newsletter saidMr Karadzic 


' de facto xecogdition,W^^ do .AJP—PaJe 


|LJ|bre than lOO Central African iminitfwits who were 
i l¥lflov®ironi Spam’s Mcabccaa enclave of MehUa to (he 
■ mainland last Friday foil owing a riot were secretly expellecL 
From the country hours later, the Spai^ Intexkcr Mutistiy 


_ welfare oifflnusatinns yesterday 
the secrecy with which the authorities deported 
undocumented nnxnigrantsto Liberia, T’figaria, Senegal 
i^Uamwodo. Melina’s Human Rights Association: 
.«xsised themathoxitiesdf iBegailydetaiaimg Centra] . 
i Airicam^EEs afeafcJVas* —Madrid r 


lanestedCandeioroParreito, reputed 
►.of the ’Kdriin^heta organised crime-group, of Italy’s 


had been Uviag in Items flat under 

fekedame for several months, an d had undergone plastic 
- sergeiy . - Investigat ois did not immediately disclose how ' 
rtfaey hadfradeed dowu the suspect, who was wanted on 
several: charges of Mafia association and arms. and-drug 


: ^npaTtmenL Henutiafly showed the officers a false passport 
trat was. ajrcsted. without incidenL tome — Reuter 


YV stm P spnis readdng out to Los Angeles’ black 
\Jaxotasatutv '■ " 


hxmJHinfiHy with a fand-raiser at his estate today for - 
Stop the Violence - Increase the Peace, a group working 
- -with gang members and viduns of domestic abuse. Mr 
Simpson's plans for a, reception, with suggested donations 
,of up to $10, 0C®, have won the blessing of African 
American community leaders, but critics called the event 
/^'buIish'Vand womens^ groups promised a count er-raEy. 

V Adjudge in the : civil law suit brought gainst Mr Simpson by 
. the Jamifies of his ex-wife Nicole and her fnend.Ronald 
Galdioan, brought after a jury found him not guilty of 
; Cheiunuideis last year, has ruled against him on a key 

must 


. ioclndmg blood found minis bedroom and Bronco truck, 
'-Was. planted- The, cassis set to go toitrial in September. 
r JSm Conzwdlr— Los jingoes ■ 
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ftiris — A biscuit a day may not 
keep the doctor away, but it is 
still a better health bet than a 
cigarette, even someone ebe's 
cigarene, wiittes Mary D^evsky. 

This is the verdict of a French 

court, which yesterday banned 
a series of controversial adver- 
tisements for the tobacco con- 
gkimcrate, Philip Morris, which 
appeared to suggest biscuits 
could be more dangerous to 
health than passive smoking. 

For two weeks. Philip Mor- 
ris Europe has been running 
newspaper advertisements in 
France and elsewhere (includ- 
ing Britain), designed to chal- 
lenge the notion of “passive 
smoking”. In France, where 
smoking is more widespread 
than in Britain, the adverts 
took up a full page of the 
national daily papers. 

One advert, headed “Life is 
full of risks - but they arc not 
all the same”, included a large 
picture of three biscuits. The 
text beneath cited the results of 
a US Environmental Protection 
Agency investigation which, it 
said, put certain "everyday" 
health risks higher than that of 
“passive smoking”, including 
“eating a biscuit a day”. 

France's National Union of 
Biscuitmakcrs took umbrage 
and took the advertising agency' 
to court. The judge decided in 
their favour, awarded them to- 
ken damages of one franc, and 
banned the Philip Morris 
advertisements. 
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obituaries / gazette 
Ray 

Howard- 
Jones 


Anyone who has ever spent hol- 
idays on the Dyfed coast may 
have encountered a naked 
woman emerging from behind 
the rocks- The chances are this 
was Ray HowanWones, woman 
war artist and painter in the Ro- 
mantic tradition - best known 
to her friends as “Ray the 
Paint". 

She was bom in Berkshire, in 
1903, at her father's racing sta- 
ble on the downs. At two she 
moved to her grandfather's 
home in Penarth and it was 
there that she spent her child- 
hood, sketching the shores of 
the Bristol Channel. At 12 her 
guardian. “Putty" Purnell, took 
her to Tenby, where she made 
her first serious seascape study, 
and fell in love with the coast 
of west Wiles. 

In 1920 she was granted a 
place at the Slade School of Art. 
London. Three years later she 
achieved a London University 
Fine Art Diploma, gaming dis- 
tinctions in painting, wood en- 
graving and design. Her oil 
Christ on the Road to Calvary 
won the summer composition 
prize. When presenting the 
award the Slade Professor, 
Henry Tonks, turned to his col- 
league Philip Wilson Steer to 
remark. “There is only one 
man in the world to whose 
word I would defer [i.e. Steer 
himself] and be tells me that this 
painter is the finest colourist we 
have ever produced at the 
Slade.” Praise from this quarter 
helped inspire an extraordinar- 
ily single-minded artistic career. 

In the immediate pre-war 
years Howard-Jones worked 
lor the National Museum of 
Whies producing archaeological 
reconstruction drawings for the 
published works of Sir Cyril Fox 
and Dr Nash-WIlli ams . In 1942 
she was determined to make her 
contribution to the war effort 
and began painting around the 
Cardiff and Barry docks. The 
following year she received a 
commission to record the for- 
tified islands of Flat Holm and 
Steep Holm in the Bristol 
Channel, thus achieving the 
distinction of becoming one of 


a handful of women who be- 
came accredited war artists. 
Her paintings depicting prepa- 
rations of D-Day shipping in 
Cardiff are now in the collection 
of the Imperial War Museum. 

In 1947 Ray Howard-Jones 
moved to Ravenscourt Park in 
west London. Her house there 
was to be her home and studio 
for the rest of her life. From this 
base she took her annual pil- 
grimages to the coast of Dyfed, 
from 1949 until 1992. For the 
first nine years die stayed on the 
deserted island of Stonier with 
her partner, the photographer 
Raymond Moore. The two Rays 
shared a close relationship for 
20 years, and it was during 
their first decade together that 
she began her earnest explo- 
ration of the history and mys- 
ticism of the Welsh "landscape. 

In 1958 Howard-Jones was 
commissioned to design a mo- 
saic for Thomson House, 
Cardiff, the offices of the West- 
ern Mail, a colourful, serai- 
abstract design incorporating 
Dying newspapers. More success 
followed in 1959 with her first 
full-scale show at the Leicester 
Galleries in London, the first in 
a series of five shows over the 
□ext 10 years which brought her 
acclaim on the national art 
scene. Although an oil painter 
of great skill, her true artistic 
spirit and style came out best in 
her use of gouache and pastel 
and it was mis medium that she 
increasingly devoted herself to. 

She could work quickly and 
out of doors. Many of her works 
depict her beloved Easter Bay 
(her name for Martin's Haven, 
close to the village of Marines). 
She felt an affinity with the steep 
cliffs , which she was still climb- 
ing at the age of 89, and the 
racks to which she gave private 
names - “Te DeiraT, "The 
Brother”, "Cathedral of the 
Stac”. Here too she could swim 
with the seals. 

During her lifetime, Ray 
Howard-Jones’s work featured 
in almost 30 one-man shows in 
British art galleries and was rep- 
resented in public collections 
world-wide, including the Na- _ 



Howard-Jones sketching below her cottage at Martin’s Haven, Dyfed, 1970 Photograph: Roger Worsley 


tional Library of Wales, Aberys- 
twyth, Boston City Art Gallery 
in the United States, and the 
National Gallery of Southern 
Australia, Adelaide. With the 
closure of the Leicester Gal- 
leries Howard-Jones had dis- 
tanced herself from the London 
art scene, although the Welsh 
Arts Council organised two 
touring retrospectives of her 
work in 1974 and 1983-84. In 
1985 the Abbot of Nashdom, 
outside Slough, invited her to 
exhibit her work with the in- 
tention of "reviving and restor- 
ing the early tradition of the 
Benedictine Order in their al- 
legiance with the creative arts”. 
Howard-Jones gained spiritual 
Support from being made an 
oblate of the order. 

Her annual trips to Whies had 
become more reclusive after her 
split from Moore in 1970. She 
appeared to revel in her isola- 
tion. Her trips down the M4, at 
carefree speed in a rickety Re- 
nault van, were enough to ter- 
rify fellow passengers. By 1992 
,she no longer used a caravan. 


bat instead spent her summer 
in a tin and wooden hut, 
perched on the Dyfed cliff, 
above the roar of the Atlantic 
Ocean. In the local village shops 
she would settle her bills with 
drawings and paintings. 

In 1993 Howard-Jones came 
back to the London art scene 
when the Rocket Press organ- 
ised a retrospective of her work 
dating from the 193Gs up unto 
1993 in Cork Street. The exhi- 
bition coincided with Rocket's 
publication of her first book of 
poetry. Heart of die Rode, and 
a new monograph about her, 
The Elements of an Ait , by 
Merlin James. The show was of 
especial interest as Howard- 
Jones’s most expressive work 
had developed since she was in 
her late eighties. She was ex- 
hilarated to be in the limelight 
once more and appeared at die 
opening in a boldly decorated 
purple outfit with full sleeves. 
She had taken particular care 
over her make-up, of which Wil- 
son Steer would have been 
proud, for It more resembled 


her own paint palette than any- 
thing winch could be conven- 
tional]}’ regarded as cosmetics. 

Many wfll have memories of 
Ray Howard-Jones seated in 
her west London garden, voic- 
ing her strong opinions on 
drawing while she fed the birds. 
Visitors were often invited into 
the garden, which could prove 
something of a relief since in- 
doors one might be submerged 
under an avalanche of books, 
papers, sketches, letters and 
“found objects’*. Howard- 
Jones’s niece Nicola was a con- 
stant support to her in these last 
years. Indeed, Ray Howard- 
Jones had always been adept at 
getting others to run round af- 
ter her so that she, herself, was 
free to give everything to her art 
She was a woman of great 
courage atiri indomitable spirit 

David Stephenson 
and Lottie Hoare 


Rosemary (Ray) Howard-Jones, 
artist bom Lamboum, Berk- 
shire 30 May 1903; died London 
25 June 1996. 


Salah Abu-Seif 


Salah Abu-Seif was known as 
the father of realism in Egypt’s 
film industry, which controls the 
cinematic taste of some 150 mil- 
lion Arab-speaking filmgoers 
and television viewers in the 
Middle East and beyond. 

His legacy of 41 motion pic- 
tures transformed Arabic- 
speaking film. His ideas and 
cinematography have been em- 
ulated over the past 20 years 
throughout the Middle East, es- 
pecially in Syria and Tunisia 
where there are budding film in- 
dustries, by two generations of 
film-makers - many of whom 
were among Abu-Seifs stu- 
dents at the Egyptian Film In- 
stitute which he helped to 
establish in 1960. 

Abu-Seif was bora in 1915, in 
Cairo's ancient quarter of 
Boolaq. to landowning parents 
from Upper Egypt. He was 12 
years old when he saw the first 
full-length feature film made by 
an Egyptian, in 1927, at a local 
movie-house - earlier films 
were imports accompanied by 
Egyptian narrations, or made by 
Europeans living in Egypt. 

.As the son of a conservative 



Abu-Seif: censored 

family, Abu-Seif graduated 
from the Cairo College of Com- 
merce and Economics in 1932, 
while at the same time working 
as a freelance reporter follow- 
ing movie stars. But it was at his 
day job as a clerk in a factory 
that he met the Egyptian film- 
maker Niazy Mustapha, who 
was on a shoot there. Mustapha 
made him a film editor. 

In 1939, Abu-Seif won a 
scholarship to study film in 
Paris. Within five years of his re- 
turn in 1942, he had estab- 


lished himself as one of the most 
avant-garde second generation 
film-makers in the country. He 
pioneered shooting on loca- 
tion - though he also used re- 
constructions - in places none 
of his predecessors had dared to 
visit, ukegfmrza {the equivalent 
of old Chinese opium dens), 
brothels and impoverished ar- 
eas whose existence had never 
been officially acknowledged. 

His choice of bold subjects 
tike polygamy in Islamic society 
and corruption among the cler- 
gy brought him into conflict with 
the Al-Azhar, the official Mus- 
lim Church in Egypt. His first 
film, Humber 6 (1942), a black 
comedy about the financial ex- 
ploitation of famities hit by a 
sudden death, was banned after 
the Muslim Church argued that 
the subject offended the sensi- 
bility of the Muslim majority. 

Such harsh and absurd cen- 
sorship engraved itself on Abu- 
SeiFs mind: on his 80th birthday 
last year he decided to retire, 
saying he would only return to 
film-making when the censor- 
ship board passed his proposed 
new script- He did, however, re- 


ceive many Egyptian, Arab and 
international awards. 

His most remarkable pic- 
tures, which told the soda! and 
political history of the less for- 
tunate classes, were adapta- 
tions of heavyweight novels - by 
Emile Zola ana the Nobel 
prizewinner Naguib Mahfbuz, 
who said that working on a script 
with Abu-Seif was one of his 
most enjoyable experiences. 

Critics loyal to Colonel Nass- 
er's dictatorial government used 
the fact that Abu-Seif made lit- 
erary adaptations to undermine 
him as a film-maker, claiming 
that he could not invent a sto- 
ry by himself. But his "realism” 
was highly symbolic, concealing 


Nile while he stands calmly 
smoking until she drowns. 

The film was made when 
Egypt was ruled by Nasser's 
free Officers Organisation. Lat- 
er on, Abu-Seif was accused of 


which bypassed the censors. 
His adaptation of Mahfouz's-ri 
Beginning and an End (1960), 
showing injustice in society, 
sent a chill through the ruling 
classes: the main character, a 
proud army officer- played by 
Omar Sharif - is seen persuad- 
ing his sister, whose earnings as 
a prostitute paid for his educa- 
tion and elevated him to the 
ranks of the elite, to jump in the 


ing for toe be* office instead by 
adapting soft-porn novels, for 
example The Vacant Pillow 
(1957), which starred the Arab 
world’s then most popular 
singer, Abdel Halim Hafez. 

The claim is dismissed by 
Egyptian arts scholars like 
Emad Abdel Hadi, who states 
that Abu-Seifs "romantic 
movies” present popular sub- 
jects and hot love scenes with- 
in a frame of social realism; but 
his critically acclaimed avant- 
garde films of the 1980s were fi- 
nancial disasters, as filmgoers 
turned into video viewers more 
attuned to soap opera than to 
Salah Abu-Seifs realism. 

Adel Danrfah 


Ande Anderson 


Salah-el-Dine Massoude Abu- 
Seif, film-maker bom Cairo 10 
May 1915; twice married (four 
children); died Cabo 23 June 
1996. 


Ande Anderson spent virtual- 
ly his entire working life at 
Covent Garden- 

After war service with the 
West African Frontier Force 
and two years as stage director 
for Ensa in Bombay, In 1948 he 
joined the stage management 
department of the fledgling 
Covent Garden Opera Com- 
pany (winch later became the 
Royal Opera), becoming Stage 
manage r and OSSiSt&flt tO the 

resident producer in 1956. Two 
years later he was raised to as- 
sistant producer, then in 1959 
became resident producer, a 
post he held until 1972, when he 
became director of produc- 
tions. From 1979 tal982 he was 
general manager of the Royal 
Opera Company and even af- 
ter his retirement from that post 
continued to woric as a freelance 
director. 

As resident producer, An- 
derson was responsible for re- 
vivals of operas originally staged 
by star directors such as Visconti 
and Zeffirelli as weB as the 
more humdrum productions of 
now long-forgotien directors. To 
both of these categories he de- 
voted great care and as much 
time (never sufficient) as be was 
allowed. 

Staff producers have a thank- 
less task: if they alter the orig- 
inal staging, people are sure to 
complam: a they do not correct 
their predecessors' mistakes, 
people wffi complain even 
more. It was only after his re- 
tirement from Covent Garden 
that Ande Anderson was prop- 
erly appreciated. While he 
worked there, soledans that dis- 
figured later stagings of Don 
Carlos and B3fy Buda did not oc- 
cur: no ladies accompanied 
Elisabeth de Valois into the 
Monastery of San Yuste, where 
the Queen of Spain was the only 
female permitted to enter the 
officers on board HMS In- 
domitable did not rise to drink 
the King's health (naval officers 
had a special dispensation to 
remain seated, as cabin 
bulkheads were so low). 

Anderson also worked for 
other organisations: he direct- 
ed Semeie (1959) and Hercules 

S for the Handel Opera 
y at Sadler’s Wells, while 


for Audrey Langford's enter- 
prising Kentish Opera Group, 
which performed at the Civic 
Hall Orpington, he directed 
Menottf s The Old Mad and die 
Thief (1960) and The Saint of 
Bleecker Street (1962), both 
British premieres. He staged 
Britten’s The Ran of the Screw 
and a double bill of Mozart's 
Bast ien and Basdame together 


with Schoenberg's Pierrot i 
at Ledhnet in Scotland in 1966, 
and the foflowing year directed 
successful productions of 
Beriiaz’s Beatrice et Bbr&Bct and 
Weber's Oberon for Cambridge 
University Opera. 

At Covent Garden Anderson 
was occasionally given a pro- 
duction of bis own. In 1965 he 
staged Puccini's trio of one-act 
operas R trittico t of which only 
if tabarro and Suor Angelica 
were brand new; Gianni Schic- 
chi was the rewriting of a pro- 
duction by Peter Ustinov from 
1962. 1 remember U tabarro as 
particularly enjoyable, whh Tito 
Gobbi Mane Collier and 
Charles Craig in (he principal 
roles. Then in 1968 Anderson 
directed a new production (the 
second) of Tippe it's Midsummer 
Marriage, while the same year 
he was landed with Puccini's 
Manon Lescaut which used var- 
ious bits of scenery discarded 
from other operas. The audi- 
ence was surprised to recognise 
Brunnhilde’s rock from The 
in the final act 

revivals are the 
resident producer's chief job 
and Andeison was responsible, 
throughout the Sixties and Sev- 
enties, for a great many of 
these: Visconti’s productions 
of Dim Carlos , R trovatore and 
La traviata; Zeffirelli's Ing n di 
Lammermoor, Rigoletto, Fal- 
staff, CavaUeria rusticana , Pagli- 
acd and Tosco were treated with 
the love and respect that they 
deserved, as was the FideBo di- 
rected as well as conducted by 
the veteran Otto Klemperer. 
Many revivals, including The 
Queen of Spades , Un hallo in 
maschera , Carmen, Wozzeck , 
Der fliegende Hollander ; Otello 
and Jemifa were, as I recall, 
greatly improved by his restag- 
ing, while Madama Butterfly, 
Elektra and Salome were virtu- 


ally new versions of very old 
productions. 

Anderson was sometimes 
asked to recreate Covent Gar- 
den productions for theatres 
abroad: there was Billy Budd m 
San Francisco (197S), Macbeth 
in Pretoria, Peter Grimes m 
Seattle (1983), and King Priam 
at the Herodes Aiticus Theatre 
in Athens. King Priam, also re- 
vived at Covent Garden in 1985 
in celebration of Tippett's SOth 
birthday, was originally staged 
by Sam Wanamakcr, and An- 
derson brought the production 
vividly to life, as he had done 
earlier with Wanamaker’s con- 
troversial staring of La form dd 
destino. In 1986 Anderson ac- 
companied his wife, the sopra- 
no Josephine Baxstow, on a trip 
to Georgia, Russia and Latvia. 



Anderson: staff producer 

Photograph: Rag Wilson 

She sangTosca in Tblisi, at the 
Bolshoi m Moscow and in Riga, 
where she also sang Lady 
Macbeth. 

After his retirement from 
Covent Garden, Ande Ander- 
son became a fanner in Sussex, 
where he raised cattle, but his 
familiar figure was still fre- 
quently to be seen at the Roy- 
al Opera, English National 
Opera, or any other theatre 
■ where his wife was singing. 

Elizabeth Forbes 

Alan ('Ande' 9 ) Anderson, opera 
producer bom South Shields 
IB September 1917; married first 
Josephine Veasey (one son, me 
daughter ; marriage dissolved ); 
second 1969 Josephine Barstaw; 
died 19 June H 


Veronica Guerin 


The crime reporter Veronica 
Guerin, who was grained down 
in an apparent reprisal attack by 
Dublin gangland assassins yes-' 
terday, was as fearless a reporter 
as it was possible to imagine.' 
She had also crammed careers 
in business and politics, and a 
family, into her 36 years. 

She first appeared at the/n- 
dependenfs Dublin office in 
early 1991, a doughty and 
sharp-witted character, where 
she was to be based for most of 
the next IS months while 
writing freelance for Irish news- 
papers and reporting for the 
Irish televirion service RITE. 

She came from a large Done- 
gal and Dublin family and grew 
up in the Artane district in north 
Dublin. Though a late entrant - 
to journalism, she made up for 
this with a driven energy. Con- 



Guedru 'unidentiqf 


vernations were invariably 
interrupted by her two tele- 
phones. Few days passed with- 
out her making 50 or 60 calls. 

; - Initially she .used . het.ac- 
cduntarifs training trad business 
expertise to fake fraud report- 
ing to a new level of detail- she 
had earlier worked in PR and 
in travel businesses. Damien 
- Kiberd, her then editor on the 

Sunday Business Pari ® Dublin, 

said, “I have never met a re- 
porter so unrelentii^ in. pursuit 
of a story.” She would fly off at 
minimal notice to South Africa, 
London or Nigeria to pursue a 
key witness. 

The strength of her approach 
was also her biggest risk. She 
craved first-hand detail and 
showed tittle regard for her 
personal safety in chasing those 
she deemed central to a story. 
Gaidai and police forces abroad 
respected her diligence and 
gave her detailed information. 

She made the acquaintance 
of many of Dublin’s most active 
professional criminals. Her sub- 
jects ranged from Tipperary 
farmers who dabbled in high 
and dubious finance, to heads 
of long-standing armed rob- 
bery families to the major hero- 
in dealers in Ireland. She bad 
also become involved in 
reporting IRA activity. 

She was politically well- 
connected, serving as personal 
assistant to the then Fianna Fail 
leader Charles Haugjbey in 1983 


during the New Ireland Forum. 
She was a family friend, and 
took Mediterranean holidays 
with the younger Haugheys. In 
1987 she served as election 
agent and party treasurer in 
Dublin North for Haughe/s son 
Sean, who later took over his fa- 
ther’s Dail seat Her husband 
Graham, with whom she had a 
son, now five, was best man at 
the wedding of another son. 

She loved high-level gossip, 
retailing choice and barbed 
anecdotes from the corridors of 
power. Though absorbed by 
crime reporting, she hankered 
for political journalism and had 
she lived her forensic eye and 
tremendous energy would have 
been expressed in that field too. 

Her other big passion was 
soccer and most mornings be- 
gan whh a dissection of the foot- 
ball pages. Once an Irish 
women’s soccer (and basketball) 
international she also played se- 
nior level camogje (women’s 
burling). She often travelled 
abroad to Irish soccer interna- 
tionals during the Charlton 
years. Her hero was the Man- 
chester United star Eric Can- 
tona, and her prized possession 
a photograph taken with him on 
a visit to Old frafford. 

Alan Murdoch 

Veronica Guerin, journalise bom 
15 July 1959; married Graham 
Turley (one son); died Dublin 26 
June 1996. 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

« 

DEATHS 

MILLER: Harold, beloved husband of 
Wendy, died in Southampton General 
Hospital, on 22 June. Private crema- 
tion. Donations to British Mean 
Foundation. 53 High Street, Ttcchunt 
TNS7AS. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

MrXG. DeaMn 
and Miss S. FIX Winy 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Terence Gordon, only son or 
Edith Ellen (Bunny) and Ihc kite Wal- 
lace Gordon Dcairin, of Park Street, 
Si Albans, and Susan (Sugar), only 
daughter of Richard and Pamela 
Wray, of Ipswich. The wedding will 
take place at Holy Trinity Church, 
Pragma re. on 3 August 1996, at 
llam. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


MALLETT: A Service of Thanksgiving 
far the life of ftricr MaDetl win be held 
on Tuesdav 23 July at 12 noon in the 
Guards' ChapeL Birdcage Walk. Lon- 
don SW1. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS may be 
telephoned to 0171-293 2011 (24-hour 
answering machine 0171-293 2012) or 
Eased to 0171-293 2010, and are charged 
at £<L50 a tine (VAT extra). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 



Changing of the Guard 


Birthdays 

Mr Michael Alison MP. Second 
Church Estates Commissioner, 70; 
The Right Rev Leonard Ashton, 
Honorary Assistant Bishop, Oxford, 
SI; Mr Eustace Braitbwaite, writer 
and diplomat, 74; Mr Tommy Can- 
non, comedian, 58; Mr David Gel- 
land MP, 53; Mr Alan Coren, author, 
journalist and broadcaster, 58; The 
Most Rev Maurice Couve de 
MurviUe, Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop of Birmingham, 67; Miss 
Brenda Ccwderoy. former general 
secretary. Girls' Friendly Society, 
71; Professor Michael Dummett, 
Wykeham Professor Emeritus of 
Logic, Oxford University, 71: Miss 
Shirley Ann Field, actress, 58; Mr 
Robin Guthrie, director of Social and 
Economic Affaire, Council of Eu- 
rope, 59; Vice Admiral Sir Roy Hal- 
Kday, 73; Mr Rupert Hombro, former 
group iw.innging director, J.O. Ham- 
bro, 53; Lord Hope of Craighead, 
Lord Justice-General of Scotland, 58; 
Mr Bruce Johnston, singer, 52; Mr 
Ian Lang MP President of the Boaid 
of Hade, 55; Mr Bruce McGowan, 


former Headmaster, Haberdashers' 
Aske’s School 72; Miss Muriel 
Povtow. actress, 74; Mr Eric Richard, 
actor, 56; Dr Thurston Shaw, ar- 
chaeologist, 82; The Very Rev Alan 
Warren, Provosr Emeritus of Leices- 
ter, 64; Mr William Wibon, Chief 
Constable. Central Scotland, 53; Mr 
Hugh. Wood, composer. 64; Mr Ter- 
ence Wynn, MEP. 50. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Charles Stewart Parnell, Irish 
nationalist leader, 1846; Sir John 
Monash, engineer and general 1865; 
Helen Adams Keller, blind, deaf and 
mute scholar and teacher, 1880. 
Deaths: James Lewis Marie Smith- 
son, scientist and founder of the 
Smithsonian Institution, 1829, Joseph 
Smith, founder of the Mormons 
^Church of Jesas Ovist of Laner-Day 
Saints), murdered m prison 1844. On 
this day: the Ladies ' Mercury, the first 
women's magazine, was issued, 1693; 
Bonnie Prince Charlie, disguised as 
a maid, escaped to Skye, 1746; the 
first nuclear power station was 
opened ai Obninsk, near Moscow, 
1954. Today is 0“ F^ost Day of St 
Cyril of Alexandria, St George Mtas- 
mindeli, St John of Chinan. Si Lodis- 
Ias, king of Hungary, St Samson of 
Constantinople, The Martyrs of Ar- 
ras and Si ZoOus of Cordova. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Jacqueline Lewis, 
“Late Greats (tv): Gainsborough, Mrs 
Siddons". lpm. 

Thte Gallery: David Rhodes, ‘‘Body 
Language: Bruce Nattman”, lpm. 
British Museum: Stuart Blackburn, 
“The Rama Story in the Shadow Pup- 
pet Theatre of Sou* India", 1.15pm. 


London School of Economies (LSE 
Housing Annual Lecture), London 
WC2: Professor W. Julius Wilson, 
“Are American Ghetto Trends 
Emerging in Europe?", 5.30pm. 


Luncheons 

Mid-Atlantic Club / 

En gHl Il-S p— Mng Union 
Mr Peter Maude Ison MP was the 
guest of honour and speaker at a lun- 
cheon held jointly by the Mid-Atlantic 
Club and the English-Speaking 
Union yesterday at the English- 
Speaking Union, Dartmouth House, 
London Wl. lie spoke about his 
book. The Blab Revolution: am New 
Labour deliver? Mr Alan Lee 
Williams was in the chair. 


Foundation for Science 
and Technology 

Lord Butterworth was in the chair at 
a lecture and dinner discussion held 
yesterday evening at the Royal So- 
ciety, London SW1. Professor Sir 
Robert May, Professor GJC Radda 
and Mr John Pany spoke on “A For- 
ward Look at Science, Technology 
and Engin eerin g" . 


Leonard Cheshire 
Foundation 

The Annual Genera] Meeting of the 
Leonard Cheshire Foundation was 
held yesterday at the Foundation's 
headquarters, London SW1. The 
appointment of Baroness Ryder of 
Wfcissw as fee foundation's first Res- 
ident was announced. Lady Ryder, 
founder of the Sue Ryder Fbonda- 
uan,fcrhewktowofd*hteGpCapi 
Leonard Cheshire VC 


Mortgage set aside for undue influence 


Credit Lyonnais Bank Nederland 
NV v Bnrch; Coart of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Ndursc, Lord 
Justice Mfllett, Lord justice 
S win con Thomas) 20 June 1996 

A relationship of trust and 
confidence between an em- 
ployee and her employer was 
capable of giving rise to a pre- 
sumption cf undue influence in 
the context of a mortgage en- 
tered into by the employee as 
security for the employer’s 
debts. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the plain- 
tiff, Credit Lyonnais Bank 
Nederland NV, against the de- 
cision of Mr Recorder Haxrod, 
sitting in Willesden County 
Court on 13 November 1995, 
who dismissed the bank's claim 
against the defendant, Helen 
Burch. The claim was for 
possession of her flat and re- 
payment of debts undera mort- 
gage entered into as security for 
the debts of her employer, An- 
drea Pelosi, and his company, 
AP International Travel Ltd 
(API). 

Kathryn Purids (Blake Lapthom & 
Co, Fareham) for the bank; Yvonne 
Green (Beauchamps) far Miss Burch. 

Lord Justice Nonrse said that 
Miss Burch, then aged 18 , be- 
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gan working for Mr Pelosi in 
1982. He was 10 years older and 
she trusted him. As well as 
working for him by day, she did 
baby-sitting at his home in the 
evenings and visited the fami- 
ly at weekends and for holidays 
in Italy. 

In June 1990 his tour oper- 
ating company, API, for which 
she was tihea working, was in fi- 
nancial difficulties. Mr Pelosi 
asked her to put up her fiat, 
which she had bought in 1985, 
as collateral security for API's 
overdraft with the plaintiff 
bank. She agreed to do so. 

The bank’s solidlois, Bel- 
mont & Lowe, wrote to Miss 
Burch, advising her to take sep- 
arate legal advice about the 
documents she would ago and 
the potential risks of domg so. 

Miss Bnrch wrote back stat- 


ing she was fully aware of the 
implications of the transac- 
tion. "I also understand that 
such guarantee is unlimi ted 
both in time and amount, and 
I wish to offer such guarantee 
on this basis.” 

The recorder found that Mr 


Pelosi had either prepared her 
reply or told her what to say. 


The transaction was duty com- 
pleted on 3 August 1990. The 
obligations assumed by Miss 
Burch were onerous in the 
extreme. 

API's financial difficulties 
were not resolved and it went 
into liquidation. Mr Petal's 
house was sold and he went 
to live in Italy. The bank, 
having unsuccessfully pursued 
him for the company's 
debts, proceeded against Miss 
Burch. 

In her defence she alleged, 
inter alia, that she had been in- 
duced to enter into the legal 
charge through the undue in- 
fluence which Mr Pelosi had ex- 
erted over her, and that the 
bank or its solicitors were on 
notice, actual or constructive 

of this. 

The recorder found that 
there existed between Mr 
Pelosi and Miss Burch such a 
relationship of trust and con- 
fidents as to raise a presump- 
tion of undue influence. The 

bank knew that Mr Pelosi was 
putting forward, as (he provider 
of collateral security for a pos- 
sible debt of £270,ti00, an em- 
plcyee of his company who had 


er or director. He held that that 
was notice of facts which put 
the bank on inquiry. 

Hie asto nishing feature of 
this case was that under the 
terms of the legal charge Miss 
Burch was required not simply 
to pledge her home as securi- 
ty for a £20.000 extension to 
API's overdraft; she was re- 
quired to guarantee without 
limit repayment of all API's 
borrowings from the bank, 
past, present and future, to- 
gether with interest, commis- 
sion, charges, legal and other 
costs. 

On these facts, a case could 
well have been made for setting 
it aside as an unconscionable 
bargain. The unconsdanahili. 
ty of the transaction was still of 
direct materiality to the case on 
undue influence. Since it was 
so manifestly disadvantageous 
to Miss Burch, the bank could 
not be said to have taken rea- 
tonabie steps to avoid being 

™ ^cqmqmiwc notice 
of Mr Pelosi s undue influ- 
ence over her when neither had 

fePP^^ntofherlia- 

^tybeenexplainedtohernor 

hadshe received independent 
**oI Magrath, Barrister 





TilS INDEPENDENT • THURSDAY 27 JUNE 3S98 


15 



L ast night John Majortold Britain 
he didn’t claim to be a constitu- 
tional expert; and then, in the 
course of a lengthy speech, wholly 
substantiated his claim. Since this 
speech will help to set the terms of the 
< next election campaign, it deserves 
i close scrutiny. It began -from , the 
\ assumption that the British conSitution 

was “vibrant and robust.” We disagree. 
s Tb see why we need a loO-caD of con- 

stitutional change in the Tbty years. 
The powers and relative autonomy of 
' local government have been swept 
’ away; under Margaret Thatcher and 
John Major more than 150 Actsof Par- 
hameot ctinrimshiug local councils have 
been passed into law and some £24bn 
of public expenditure has been moved 
to un elected quangos, Vhs this, to 
quote Mr Major last night, a “footprint 
in our nation’s story” designed to win 
“the affections of the British people”? 

Of the 5,520 unelected bodies exer- 
cising executive functions on behalf of 
government; some 4,700 axe operating 
locally. Some have been quietly effec- 
Jive; others have been grotesquely 
'^ineffective; almost ail lack proper 
accountability. Is this realty “or g anic” 
and “wise” evolution? Or is it, rather, 
a centralist coup? ' 

TWo years ago, a shadow system of 
regional government for England 
appeared, when 10 senior civil servants 
were appointed as bureaucratic . 
“viceroys” to oversee policy on trans- 


port, the environment, industry and 
employment, spending some £4bn. 
Was this wise? Mr Major said yester- 
day that English regional government 
was no good, asking, “what are the 
regions? How do we define them?” 
Leaving the merits of regionalism 
aside, hie should be aware that his own 
civil servants have the answer. 

Then there are the national quangos 
which have huge power, such as the 
Funding Agency for Schools, which can 
dose down schools, open them, change 
their character, enlarge them or shrink 
them, without ary reference to local 
people’s wishes. This has been 
described fay a free-market theorist as 
“an extraordinary range of dictatorial 
powers”. Another example of giving 
people what they want; or the power of 
the centre? 

Then there is Parliament and the bal- 
lot, the heart of our democracy. The 
polls show deep levels of cynicism and 
hostility to the whole business. Under 
the first-past-the-post system, very few 
of us actually shape the result - only 
those who happen to be swing voters 
in marginal constituencies. Some party 
strategists, targeting those voters, 
reckon that only 500,000 voters realty 
matter. Is h realty “pointless fiddling” 
to reopen the old question about how 
we vote? Or is it merely inconvenient, 
if you happen to he a Conservative min- 
ister, used to winning power on a 
minority of the votes cast? 


the leader page 
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The Commons itself is the gleaming, 
glorious cathedral of the Tory case 
against constitutional change. Yet the 
Commons has not proven itself to be 
an effective or vigilant eye over gov- 
ernments; and this government has 
treated Parliament at times with con- 
tempt. It has rammed through com- 
plicated and cfcastrdus legislation with- 
out proper debate. Bills have arrived at 
their final stages in ragged and inco- 
herent form. Select committees have 
been blandly ignored or refused proper 
account 

MPs have taken money to ask ques- 
tions. Ministers have misled MPs with- 


out apologising, never mind resigning. 
The administration ha s moved, increas- 
ingly, to reveal important initiatives in 
radio and television studios, rather 
than in the chamber. If John Major 
realty feels humbly impressed by tire 
accumulated wisdom and experience of 
British pa rliampntafrnm'gm aff One 
say is that he seems to have a funny way 
of expressing it 

Last night he said there was no need 
for a Bill of Rights because it would 
“diminish Parliament’s historic role as 
the defender of individual freedoms... 
the supremacy of the elected repre- 
sentatives of the people in Parliament 


would - for the first time since the 17th 
century - be eroded. Is that really the 
way we want to go?” 

This is extraordinary stuff Mr Major 
is presumably feigning lade of knowl- 
edge of some of the most important 
constitutional developments under suc- 
cessive Conservative administrations, 
inducting the effect of the European 
Convention on Human Rights and the 
arrival of European Community law 
after 1971 winch has been, in key 
respects, supreme. The parliamentary 
“erosion" Mr Major says he fears in the 
future is already history, and became 
so while he was happily in office. 

In the Lords, a cast of hereditary 
peers make us the last country in the 
world to use bloodstock as part of our 
legislative process. The upper House 
should have been property reformed in 
1911, when Britain was promised a sec- 
ond chamber “on a popular instead of 
a hereditary basis”. We are still wait- 
ing. Last night the Prime Minister said 
that the thing about the Lords was that 
“it works”. We wonder how many 
debates there he has read or sat 
through recently. 

Next comes Scotland. It was the Con- 
servatives who produced a devolved 
bureaucracy without a legislature in 
Edinburgh. Throughout the Tory years, 
the Scots have voted in favour of their 
own assembly or parliament, by a large 
margin, consistently and repeatedly. If 
this is frustrated, it may eventually lead 


to a nationalist breakaway. It seems, 
however, that Scotland's more modest 
democratic desire is considered less 
interesting by Mr Major than any 
anomalies it would create at Westmin- 
ster. For the Tories, the Scottish major- 
ity is merely a British minority which 
ought to belt up. 

This doesn’t hold for those Irish- 
British minorities whose political voice 
has been amplified by bombing and 
murder; Mr Major's blander explana- 
tion of tiie difference in approach was 
unconvincing. Last night he asserted 
that constitutional change “is driven by 
what people want”. That depends, it 
seems, on where those people live. 

The Prime Minister’s modest, mid- 
dle-of-the-road position on European 
integration was the part of his speech 
that sounded the most plausible and 
sensible. But it was tike a few calm 
words spoken in the teeth of an upris- 
ing; all around him the Conservative 
Party is riven on the subject. 

None of what he said makes him a 
cynical man. He was speaking as the 
leader of a party that has dramatically 
centralised and commercialised the 
constitution, ignoring inconvenient 
facts and people. But he may well not 
realise how badly damaged our system 
has become. His speech was a roman- 
tic defence of what we believe has 
become indefensible. It was a rousing 
call to battle. The only trouble is, it’s a 
battle he richly deserves to lose. 


Xenophobia: 
more sad 
than serious 


Sir. The way in which foreigners, 
and especially just now Germans, 
are coarsely mocked in the popular 
press makes me long for some 

really rfretingrikhty l and 

internationally respected British 
public figure, - a retired statesmen 
like Douglas Hurd, for example, or 
Edward Heath - to write an open 
letter to the editor of a few leading 
German newspapers explaining 
that this apparent xenophobia is 
not as dangerous as it seems, and 
'Y.laybe more sad than serious. Such 
a letter might make these points: 

Th the ordinary. British mind, 
foreigners seem funny. Our 
national brands of humour and 
satire have rested heavily, for 
hundreds of years, on the perceived 
funniness of foreigners. This is no . 
doubt rude and regrettable and 
increasmgty risky, now that our 
country is half-a-century into an 
era of unstoppable 
internationalisation, but it is a fact 
of our insular culture, and one 
might hopefnjty reckon that at any 
rate it is better than finding 
foreigners, first of all, unpleasant; 
which I don’t believe we anylonger 
do. 

Amazing as it may seem, the way 
in which the Second World Vfax is 
popularly perceived makes it parity 
runny too. The references made to 
the war in tabloid shock tactics is 
grossly tasteless and must strike 
Germans as hostile, but I don’t 
believe it usually is meant to be so. 
Of course it signifies ignorance and 
irresponsibility and a sort of grown- 
up childishness, but it can be 
explained as a consequence of onr 
very peculiar the Second World 
War experience. 

Our rather relaxed popular 
perception of that war is, 
necessarily, untroubled by recalled 
direct experience of such un-jfimny 
things as totalitarian government, 
"materia] destruction on scales 
unexampled even in Coventry and 
the City of London, casualties on 
scales unimaginable to ourselves, 
and finally, the humiliation of 
enemy occupation. 

Insular “winners” who happened 
to do it with relatively little 
hardship, and who have 
subsequently been allowed by their 
governments to saunter 
uninstructed into community with 
Continental former allies and 
enemies who, some of them, 
suffered modi more and who 
cannot find any fun in their 
memories, most hope for a tittle 
sympathetic indulgence. 

Of course one would prefer 
prominent persons in our present 
government to take the lead in 
apologising for our xenopbobes, 
but by now I have to believe that 
the best we can hope fSor from them 
is silence. 

GEOFFREY BEST 
Oxford 


Sin Your front page story strikes 
exactly the right note (“Don’t be 
beastly to the Germans’', 25 June). 
There is no point inciting 
xenophobic feelings towards our 
neighbours and trading partners, 
and then complaining that the 
European club constantly seeks to 
exclude us. It is hypocritical to use 
language of the thugs one 
moment and condemn then- 
violence the next. 

The En glish are world 
champions when it comes to 
dreaming nostalgically about 
golden-ages'that-never-were. We 
should admire the courage and 
forward-looking approach of the 
Germans, who nave built a 
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civilised and prosperous country 
out of the rums of 1945. We should 
be looking to the demanding and 
challenging future, not indulging in 
barren, backward-looking 
jingoism. 

Tough, honest competition will 
characterise our domestic and 
international future. That will 
mean playing an intelligent and 
constructive role within Europe. 
Ignorance, prejudice and 
irresponsibility wiU only ensure 
that little England has a little 
future. 

JO GARDINER 


The 
London W1 


1 1 Society 


Sir. This morning I tried an 
experiment to discover whether the 
xenophobia of some politicians and 
tabloid newspapers was haying any 
effect cm primary school children 
(“Don’t be beastly to the 
Germans", 25 June). 

At the school assembly I asked 
those who thought the Germans 
were our enemies to point in one 
direction, and those who thought 
they were our friends to point the 
other way. The majority of pupils 
indicated that they thought the 
Germans were our enemies. . 

Politicians and newspaper 
editors need to be aware of the 
corrupt moral values with which 
they are infecting our children. 
They are making the job of 
responsible teachers and parents 
impossibly difficult 

Clearly the sins of the fathers are 
being visited on our children, and 
storing up mindless hatred which 
could cause untold damage in years 
to come. 

The R«w Dr T AMBROSE 
WUchford, 

Cambridgeshire 


Sin The British public may have been 
concerned about the German 
“threat” after 1906 Qerteis, 22 June) 
but tins attitude did not extend to the 
lower deck in the Royal Navy. 

As any (old) naval officer can tell 
you, when, between the wans, ships 
of the Royal Navy and the German 
Navy were in port together, the 
ship's companies usually got along 
famously. But if a ship of the US 
Navy was also in port, there was 
fighting in every bar, often with the 
British and the Germans in alliance. 
GP ALLEN 
Eaton Bishop, Hereford 


Sr. How many Britons have any 
idea whal an utterly disastrous 
impression the treatment of Euro 
96fay the popular press is making 
abroad. Its coverage is seen to be 
not just bigoted and ignorant, but 
positively rasrist, in its derision of 
foreigners simply by virtue erf their 
not being British. In the rest of 
Europe sport is treated as sport- In 
Britain we are determined not to 
shake off the hangover of empire. 
Professor HENRY ETTINGHAUSEN 
La Pern* Spa 

Sirin these days of “German 
bashing” I can anty congratulate the 
German gorenunem on taking a 
stand against China Ity passing a 
resolution condemning China’s 
human rights abases in Tibet (report 
24 June). We may want to feel 
superior to the Germans, but what 
greater sign of superiority can there 
be than standing by your 
convictions, even m the face of 
losing a substantial trade partner. 
JUSTIN SOLOMON 
Ondon N22 


Rights of 
asylum seekers 

Sir The Government should not be 
seeking to amend the Asylum and . 
Immigration Bill now nearing its 
final stages in the House of Lords 
(“Tilley attempts to reverse asylum 
ruling”, 25 June). Rather, it should 
withdraw the Bill entirety and take 
this opportunity to reflect on and 
amend its entire approach towards 
the right of asylum. 

In common with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the Government’s own 
Social Security Advisory 
Committee (SSAC) and all 
agencies working with and on 
behalf of those seeking asylum in 
the UK, the Court of Appeal has 
concluded that the Social Security 
Regulations enacted in February 
“have the effect of rendering 
(genuine refugees’) ostensible 
statutory right to a proper 
consideration of their claims 
valueless m practice”. 

Whatever ministers may say 

about their aim of “discouraging 
bogus asylum-seekers", the 
regulations make no attempt to 
discriminate between genuine and 
“bogus” asylum claims. 

Accordingly, and as the Court of 
Appeal has emphasised, “it can 
hardly be doubted that some 
genume asylum-seekers, as well as 
bogus ones, axe likely to be 
deterred by penury from pursuing 
their claims and thus be forced to 
return to the very persecution 
which they have sought to escape.” 

In response, Mr Lilley has 
claimed that the Court of Appeal 


ruled only on the “narrow” issue 
that primary legislation should 
have been used. In fact, the Court’s 
derision was found on the ground 
that “rights necessarily implicit in 
the Asylum and Immigration 
Appeals Act 1993 are now 
inevitably being overborne (by the 
regulations)” and “Parliament 
cannot have intended a significant 
number of genuine asylum- seekers 
to be impaled on the horns of so 
intolerable a dflemma: the need 
either to abandon their claims to 
refugee status or alternatively to 
maintain them as best they can but 
in a state of utter destitution'’. 

The fact that one arm of the 
Government’s two-fold attack on 
the right of asylum should be found 
so wanting by the courts raises 
serious questions about the second: 
the Asylum and Immigration Bill. 
As with the regulations, the Bill was 
introduced without the benefit of 

S ior consultation with those who 
ve to make the asylum process 
work, let alone a White Paper. 

It is the view of many of those 
with experience of asylum matters . 
that the Biffs provisions are as 
unworkable as they are unjust. 
What is needed is a sensible and 
properly-resourced procedure .that 
can fully resolve asylum cases both 
fairly and expeditiously - thus 
minimking the burden on public 
funds. 

The Court of Appeal has 
provided an opportunity to pause 
and reflect - to the benefit of the 
taxpayer as well as the refugee. 
RICHARD DUNSTAN 
Refugee Office 
Amnesty International 
London EC1 


Past letters to Letters to tiie Editor; and include a daytime telephone number. 

(Fan 0171-793 2056; e-mail ; ktters@independenLco.uk) Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


0 


Bizarre system 
of colonial rule 

Sir Dr Steve Kisely (letters, 24 
June) cites the administrative 
systems of the condominium of the 
New Hebrides as a possible 
precedent for the introduction of 
similar arrangements in Northern 
Ireland. 

It is true that in the New 
Hebrides there were parallel 
British and French administrative 
structures, but few with personal 
experience of the condominium (or 
the pandemonium, as it was 
otherwise known) would agree that 
the system “worked tolerably well". 

Administration on the ground 
was hampered by a lack of common 
purpose in Paris and London, 
frustration and delay were the 
order of the day, and New 
Hebrideans had no say in the 
creation of what was a bizarre 
system of divisive colonial rule. It 
has proved an unhappy legacy for 
the young republic of Vanuatu. 
RICHARD DORMAN 
Chairman 

British Friends of Vanuatu 
Cheam, Surrey 

Wireless fans 

Sir Miles Kington has really got his 
comics in a twist (“Cheer up! I 
didn’t mean to dmc you mad", 25 
June). Arthur Askey was the little 
one who did not say “give him the 
money, Barney”. It was. in tabloid 
terms, Wilfred Pickles who had a 
relationship with both Mabel and 
Barney. 

Wireless fans everywhere must 
be feeling “proper poorly” (Reg 
Dixon of the same era). 

STANLY ROSE 
Edgware 


No reason for 
parents to worry 

Sin It is refreshing to read someone 
who, for once, does not advocate 
protecting children (Stuart Walton; 
“Let us not make children afraid of 
life", 25 June). 

When we look at the facts there 
appears to be no reason for parents 
to worry. There are 12 million 
children in Britain. Fatal accidents 
are down to less than 700 a year. 
Ninety five per cent of parents are 
worried that their children might 
be abducted or murdered yet there 
were only 206 abductions in 1992, 
almost all of which were tty 
estranged parents. 

It is hard to keep fears for our 
children under control when we are 
frequently bombarded with health 
and safety campaigns to make us 
aware of the seemingly 
innumerable threats facing 
children. Most of these campaigns 
are unnecessary and only serve to 
heighten parents’ fears, creating an 
unhealthy climate for children and 
parents alike. 

WENDY EARLE 
KATE MOORCOCK 
Families Need Freedom 
London N6 

Sir I applaud Stuart Whlton. 
Children grow up, acquire 
autonomy, and make their own 
derisions about what is safe and 
what is hazardous. If we shelter 
them from making decisions about 
risk in childhood, they lack this 
learning experience and are less 
able to see consequences. When 
children play they often fall over. If 
they do not get a chance to graze a 
knee or break a wrist they are less 
well educated. 

The experiences they go through 
in playing teach nearly aU children 
how to make adult judgements 
about risk. Some don't learn, and, 
tragically, some parents lose a 
child. If all children lived in well 
upholstered cages, none would 
have accidents. I don’t want to live 
in that zoo because I was brought 
up in the real, hard, world. 

LAURIE van SOMEREN 
Cambridge 


Tory fallacy 

Sin The fact that Tristan Gareklooes 
(26 June) uses “Middle England", 
even tongue in cheek, as “an all- 
embracing term to include Scotland. 
Wiles and Northern Ireland - 
anywhere outside SWI” exp lains tiie 
fallacy at the root of Tory resistance 
to constitutional reform. 

This fallacy is that Britain is a 
homogeneous country with only one 
type of person - Middle Englanders 
- living m it and that we can afford a 
con stitut ional set-up which assumes 
uniformity. If this were ever true, it 
is certainty not so now. We need 
nrodermsed arrangements which 
explicitly allow for diversity and 
pluralism, through decentralisation, 
a Bill of Rights and voting reform. 

There is a better chance of 
containing, and creatively 
harnessing, strains and conflicts if 
the system frankly acknowledges 
divergences rather than imposes an 
artificial unfry, and provides 
mechanisms to broker disputes and 
distribute and share power. A 
centralised firsi-pasi-the-post 
power monopoly which refuses to 
taler for differences will keep the 
lid on the cauldron -for a while - 
but at a cost to harmony, 
opportunity and real unity 

“Unity in diversity" is a more 
fruitful basis on which to enter the 
21st centuiy than the pretence of 
“Middle England, the all- 
erabracingterm". 

SARAH LUDFORD 
London N1 
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interview 


The delivery man 


Donald Macintyre and 
Diane Coyle meet 
Kenneth Clarke 


T here's a hint of 
cheerful exaspera- 
tion in Kenneth 
Clarke's voice as he 
challenges one of 
the dominant conventional wis- 
doms of British politics; that his 
party has swung so far to the 
right that he is now the only 
one-nation, left-wing Tory 
remaining in the Cabinet. It's 
an analysis, he clearly believes, 
that depends on a fundamental 
misunderstanding of the flim- 
siness of the new right's rhet- 
oric, on the one hand and of his 
own personality and career on 
the other. This is Kenneth 
Clarke. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, a true Conserva- 
tive, we are meeting today. 

It doesn't mean, of course, 
that Clarke, proud as ever to 
say that he has been "as con- 
stant as the Northern star", 
has changed his politics: quite 
the opposite. Rather that while 
some of the new young right 
have been talking a good game 
on public spending, for exam- 
ple, it's Darke who has been 
delivering. 

What's more, wasn't he vig- 
orous in reforming the NHS 
and the education sector? 
Didn't he battle for reforms of 
the police, and wasn't he work- 
ing hand in glove with Peter Lil- 
ley to reform social security? 

"I find the view rather comic 
that people like me, with a 
track record of right-wing eco- 
nomics and pretty radical social 
reform and Europeanism based 
on subsidiarity, free trade and 
ail the rest of it, are regarded 
as left wing." By contrast, be 
says chullengingly: “The so- 
called new right is rather more 
noise than substance." 

Some Tories have wishfully 
suggested that the public sector 
should be confined to 35 per 
cent, or even less, of GDP. It's 
absurd to depict him as a softie 
on public spending, he says. 

“AH I can say is this govern- 
ment has worked hard to get to 
42 per cent and approaching 40 
per cent has required a tougher 
approach to public spending 
than I can recall. Some of the 
people who are very noisy on 
the subject were not as I recall, 
very helpful when they actually 
held responsibility for these 
things." 

A cloud of cigar smoke hov- 
ers a few feel above him in his 
office in the Treasury. He is. by 
his own account feeling a lit- 
tle fractious after two solid 
hours ploughing through a 
large backlog of constituency 
correspondence, which he has 
always insisted on answering 
personally throughout his min- 
isterial career. But he warms to 


the question of whether, hav- 
ing inherited a post-Black 
Wednesday recovery, he has 
had more fuck than judgement 
as Chancellor. His favourite 
football story, he says, is the 
one about the manager 
accused of having lucky play- 
ers. “It's funny how the lucky 
players are the ones who 
trained hard and took it seri- 
ously." The implication is that 
he has spent the past three 
years bringing the economy to 
peak pre-election fitness, and 
it has involved a lot of hard 
work. 

Garke does not want an 
autumn election. He discloses 
for the first time that when 
John Major appointed him in 
1992, he told him that he would 
be Chancellor until at least the 
next election. “Therefore, I was 
quite interested in what condi- 
tions would be like in late 1996 
and early 1997." 

In the same breath that he 
insists Tony Blair has every rea- 
son to be “alarmed" by the way 
that the fundamentals of steady 
low interest rates, low inflation 
and higher personal disposable 
income will play for the Tories, 
he gives 12 months as the time 
scale over which he believes the 
opinion polls could move “very 
substantially". 

Given that the Chancellor 
has gone out of his way to 
argue that the public will sec 
through a pre-election bribe, 
does history really vindicate 
his view that a fiscally orthodox 
budget can be a vote-winner? 

Didn't Maudling's last give- 
away budget nearly win the 
Tories the 1964 election? And 
didn't Roy Jenkins' austere 
budget lose the 1970 election 
for Labour? Not at all, says 
Clarke. In 1964, the Tories were 
defeated by the high mortgage 
interest rates and inflation 
caused by Maudling's dash for 
growth. Jenkins, by contrast, 
“damned nearly won the elec- 
tion in 1970. What should have 
been a walkover for the Con- 
servatives in 1970 was a damn 
close-run thing.” 

It sounds almost as if he is 
saying regretfully that Labour 
unfairly lost the 1970 election. 
Laughing, he says no, of course 
noL How could he think that 
about an election that brought 
him into Parliament? 

Garke points out that in any 
case the financial markets 
would take apart a government 
that was behaving irresponsibly. 
But surely he believes - as his 
Cabinet colleagues do - that 
the markets will allow for some 
fiscal irresponsibility because 
they want a Tory election vic- 
tory? Well up to a point, the 



Peak fitness: Kenneth Clarke has worked hard to get the economy ready for an election 


Chancellor admits - “but I am 
not going to be irresponsible", 
he adds quickly. 

As with tax cuts, so with 
interest rates. Some commen- 
tators have already concluded 
that Mr Garke cares as much 
about growth as inflation. He 
denies it: “I do not set mone- 
tary policy to jack up the growth 
rate." If he can use interest 
rates to give a bit of help on that 
front he will, but the inflation 
target remains dominant 

Clarke's own view is that he 
is pretty right wing cm economic 
policy, that he is an orthodox 
chancellor. This goes to the 
heart of his political value sys- 
tem. He doesn’t say so, but he 
is reclaiming the terra right 
wing from those neo-Thatch- 
erite backbenchers who want 
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seemingly u nlimi ted cuts in 
taxes and interest rates, and he 
uses the term in the older Tory, 
almost Peter Thorn eyfcroft 
sense of fiscal and monetary 
responsibility. “I use the lan- 
guage of market economics 
which was politically impolitic 
in the Seventies when I was just 
Starting.” 

It is, nevertheless, an ortho- 
doxy that wili be put to the test 
The Bank's Governor, Eddie 
George, having opposed the 
last 0.25 percentage point cut 
will advise an increase in inter- 
est rates if he thinks the latest 
economic figures arc starting to 
hint at higher inflation some 
way in the future. Mr Darke 
lives more for the moment. He 
says: “What I do not do is try 
to work out at what stage that 
situation will occur. And it will 
occur sooner or later in the eco- 
nomic cycle. But you can't guess 
too far out." 

He claims success as his vin- 
dication: “Over the past 30 
years ... it is astonishing that 
recent movements of interest 
rales have been in such a nar- 
row band. That is a very suc- 
cessful monetary policy." 

The Chancellor is, self-con- 
fessedly, “boastful" - without 
being complacent, he is careful 
to add - about government 
spending and taxation policies. 
At a time when the City is hom- 
ing in on the near- impossibility 
of meeting this year's £22 -5b a 


target for government borrow- 
ing set last Budget, this is char- 
acteristically fighting talk. 

The Clarke defence is that 
the Treasury’s forecast for tax 
revenues was as good as any- 
body’s, but there has been a 
shortfall. On the spending 
front, he has delivered better 
than any Chancellor in the past 
30 years. “It is a long timesmee 
a government hit its spending 
targets on the button for three 

The so-called new 
right is rather 
more noise than 
substance 


years in a row,” he says. He 
points out, with characteristic 
bluntness, that his predecessors 
found it easier to fudge in the 
days when inflation was high, 
and so much more of the econ- 
omy was in the public sector. By 
contrast, he says, he is operat- 
ing in a liberal, privatised econ- 
omy with low inflation - a di- 
mate in which such fudging is 
impossible. 

He insists of his promise to 
eliminate borrowing in the 
medium term: “I propose to 
make the medium term a real- 
ity." And he threatens - as 
ever - a tough public spending 


round. But there are two essen- 
tial pieces of the public finance 
arithmetic that could upset his 
caldulations. 

.First, the private finance ini- 
tiative, now the only significant 
source of funds for investment 
in infrastructure projects such 
as roads and hospitals, has 
ground to a halt this year. “I am 
quite determined that the PFI 
will not stalL People’s impa- 
tience is understandable, but 
they will see a strong flow of 
projects. This year I do need to 
prow the sceptics wrong," he 
says. 

The other question-mark 
hangs over future privatisation 
revenues. Some ministers are 
now pushing for the sale of 
Channel 4 - a nice choice, as 
most people do not even realise 
it is in the public sector. The 
Chancellor refuses to be drawn 
on whether it will, or should, go 
ahead. However, he stresses 
that it should not be allowed to 
become “just some routine 
channel showing cartoons and 
chat shows". In his view, Chan- 
nel 4’s role in raising the stan- 
dards for commercial TV, and 
its public service remit, must be 
preserved. 

lb win, the party has to drive 
home the message that new 
Labour either has no answers 
(on corporate taxation, higher 
rates of direct tax or inflation 
targets, for example) or that the 
ones they do are not so much 


new Labour as “old-fashioned 
social democrat". He adds: 
Theythreaten our labour mar- 
ket with social legislation that 
the average German business- 
map would be delighted Lo get 
rid of." 

Buthispariyalsohastoend 
its own divisions over Europe. 
Ridiculing suggestions in the 
“Eurosceptic press" that he 
himself is a federalist, he says 
that to unite behind a referen- 


Clarke wants an 
election next May 
when the polls will 
move their way 


dum promise on EMU and the 
IGC White Phper is the obvious 
and only sensible thing to do 
with European policy. 

Loyally, he says that the pol- 
icy of non-co-operation actually 
succeeded in its objective of 
securing a programme for end- 
ing the beef ban but, equally 
dearly, he doesn’t want to see 
it lightly repeated. “It would be 
positively counter-productive 
if you started using it too fre- 
quently and too casually on 
every issue.” 

Back to the theme of the day, 
Darke bats away the leadership 
question by r emarking ruefully 
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of his own period as the man 
who could become prime min- 
ister at any moment that “wrifS- 
ups and write-downs'* of people 
fluctuate like economic fore- 
casts and shouldn't be taken too 
seriously. He adds that it is 
probably better to be thought of 
as the next leader but one. 
although he may he "getting a 
bit old for that". 

That's all he has to say about 
the future leadership. Bui he 
remains bullishly certain that he 
has nothing to be ashamed of 
in his Tor}' credentials. “1 was 
a Thatcher minister promoted 
by Margaret step by step by step 
- a bit slowly at first hut nipidly 
at the end - throughout her 
entire period of office. So, for 
some of the younger guys, who 
fancy themselves in the House 
of Commons, to describe me as 
left wing in the name of what 
they imagine are right-wing 
Conservative poUriesIs rather 
odd. 

“I agree with Margaret 
Thatcher. I don't believe that 
the party has lurched to the 
right. It seems to me that most 
of the people 1 regard as being 
on the extreme right spend 
their lime complaining that it 
hasn't." As Clarke himself 
observes, he does not slip right- 
wing rhetoric into his speeches. 
He is happy to admit to being 
a “little less diplomatic" than 
some of his colleagues, and hf r 
stands by his own judgement. 


Game, (TV) set and match 


W hat is the best way to 
watch Wimbledon? 

In front of a TV set. 

What - not by going to Wim- 
bledon and seeing it in person? 

My dear - have you been lo 
Wimbledon? 

Yks, I think so. 

How did you get there? 
Well, I got a Circle Line train 
to Earl's Court, then I changed 

to a District Line train, which 
unfortunately turned out to be 
the Richmond train, so / went 
back to Earl’s Court... 

Exactly. 

But lots of people do go to 
Wimbledon to watch the tennis, 
don't they? 

Oh yes. But that’s only so 
they can say they have been to 
Wimbledon. And to make the 
people with debentures and 
inherited tickets feel good. If 
nobody at all had to queue to 
get in, the people who already 
had tickets in their pockets 
wouldn’t fed good about 
sweeping in. 

As a matter of interest, who 
does go to Wimbledon? 

Do you want a statistical 
breakdown? 

Yts. 

OK, here we go. Ten per 


cent of people have queued to 
get in and paid out of then- 
own pocket, 21 per cent have 
inherited their tickets from 
their ancestor, the Duke of 
Debenture, 19 per cent have 
got theirs from someone who 
knows somebody (and paid 
twice the going rate), 23 per 
cent are mothers, fathers, 
coaches and sweethearts of 
people on court, 20 per cent 
are corporate guests who 
never get to see any tennis at 
all and 7 per cent are people 
who queued for three hours at 
a West End box office to get 
tickets for Evita but got Wim- 
bledon tickets instead 

Gosh - is Evita still running? 

No. That's why they got 
Wimbledon tickets instead 

So the best way to watch 
Wimbledon ism front of a TV? 

RighL You get the best 
view, the best tennis and the 
best expertise. Best of all at 
home you can go to the loo 
whenever you want to and not 
have to queue, unless you five 
very dose to the Wimbledon 
All-England Tennis Courts 
and people keep knocking on 
ur door wanting to go to the 
loo. 
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Miles Kington 

What is the second-best way 
of watching Wimbledon? 

With a TV in the next room. 

Pm sorry - I don't think l 
quite... 

Well, the advantage of hav- 
ing Wimbledon on in another 
room is that it gives you a higb- 
lights-only service. After a 
while, sitting in front of a TV, 
you find you don’t want to 
waicheveiy stroke, just the big 
points, so what you do is go 
back to the kitchen or study or 
whereveryou’re working, and 
leave the telly on with the 
sound turned up quite loud, so 
that you can hear the crowd 
roar whenever something 
exciting happens. Then you 
rush through for the replay. 
Nothing good is ever left unre- 


played Or anything bad, come 
to than 

Hmmm ... But what hap- 
pens if I do want to sit down 
and watch a particular Wim- 
bledon match on TV at home? 

You are kidding yourself. 
Nobody ever watches the 
match they switched on to 
watch. Either it is on another 
court, and you can hear the 
crowd in the background, or it 
is already over. No, when you 
switch on you arc almost cer- 
tain to watch a match between 
two people you have never 
heard of before, let us say the 
little-fancied Swiss player Gal- 
let, and an Australian called 
Roger. 

Roger & Gallet. Made-up 
names, huh? 

WeU, not in the case of the 
soap. But certajnly in the ■*«<=*» 
of tennis. 

So what happens if I switch 
on and find myself watching 
Roger v Gallet? Obiioushr / 
don’t care who wins ... 

Ah, but that’s where you're 
wrong I As soon as you switch 
on to a tennis match between 
two people you have never 
seen before, you automati- 
cally prefer one to the other. 


It may be because one 
reminds you of a favourite 
uncle or because the other 
one has an annoying habit of 
blowing on his hand; or spit- 
ting. It may be because you 
feel sorry for the one you like, 
or you fancy him - whatever 
it is, we all start backing one 
player against the other. And 
the weird thing is that as soon 
as you have started backing 
him, he starts losing. Nobody 
knows why this is, hut it 
always happens. As soon as 
you express a preference for 
handsome dashing Roger nr 
dark taciturn Gallet. he starts 
losing his grip. The commen- 
tator says, “something has 
gone oul of his game for the 
moment", or “the confidence 
he showed in winning the last 
set has drained away. I don't 
know why". Welt YOU know 
why. It s because you have 
ji«t started hoping he woulrfc 
win. r 

What shoithl l do? 

Switch off. 

Just ... switch off? 

Thai’s it. 

Till the match is tn t r » 

. Ycs - No- Until Wimbledon 
is over. 
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2,804 men, 312 women: that’s progress, old boy 

The report on the judicial appointments system is worthless justification, argues Patricia Wynn Davies 

rjlwo thousand eight hun 







dred and four men. 
Three hundred and 
twelve women. That is the bal- 
ance of the sexes among judges 
in England and Wales. So the 
judicial establishment had bet- 
ter make a few more minor 
adjustments to their secretive, 
subjective and suspect “old 
boys’ network” system of selec- 
tion. Otherwise the outside 
world might think it biased. 

That low-key warning is the 
upshot of months of painstak- 
ing inquiry by the Commons 
Home Amirs Select Commit- 
tee which, subject to some sug- 
gested tweaking here and there. 
Has given a resounding vote of 
confidence in the Lord Chan- 
cellor's department practice of 
basing appointments on secret 
“soundings” nr "co nsultation s” 
among existing judges and 
senior lawyers. 

At best the system means 
that clever and suitable women, 
^solicitors, people from non- 
white racial groups, those with 
“paperwork” rather than advo- 


cacy practices and anyone else 
not quite fitting the mould wifl 
continue to trickle oa to the 
bench in markedly small num- 
bers and, for the most part 
probably remain on the lower 
rungs of the judicial ladder. 

There is only one female 
Court of Appeal judge and 
there are only seven women on 
the High Court bench. . 

The report of the Tbiy-dom- 
inated committee — one of the 
few recant examples of a group 
of Conservatives appearing 
wholeheartedly to support the 
Lord Chancellor - is pre- 
dictable, pathetic and patron- 
ising and a barely concealed 
attempt to perpetuate the sta- 
tus quo - especially in relation 
to high-ranking senior posts. 

Let me make it dear. The 
Lord Chancellor. LordMackay 
of Qashfem, stands out from 
all previous holders of the 
office. He has genuine com- 
mitment to making appoint- 
ments irrespective of race, sex, 
sexual orientation or political 
affiliation — and there are some 


noteworthy appointments to It is hard to believe that 
prove it. commerce, industry or the dvO 

But it is method, not motive, service would tolerate such an 
that is in issue. Judicial statis- anecdotal approach which is so 
tks stiD show, after years of incapable ox objective mom- 
debate - and some grudgingly toring and which, for all we 


conceded improvements in the 
procedure - the male of the 
judicial species constantly 
reproducing itself. 

It has long been argued that 
an independent Judicial Ap- 
- ntments C ommi ssion, staf- 
with lay people as well as 
resentatives from both sides 
"the legal profession and with 
no single vested interest to pro- 
tect, would represent a mud) 
more objective method of 
recruitment to what is, after all, 
one of our most vital pubEc ser- 
vices. Much more objective, 
that is, than the second-hand, 
even third-hand opinions that 
are often proffered under the 
current soundings system. 

But, says the report, the value 
of the euphemistically named 
“consultations network” might 
be diminished bp a c ornmiaaon. 
Well, perish the thought. 


perpetrate 
;and unfair- 


know, might well 
numerous injustices ant 
nesses against men. 

But as bad, perhaps worse, is 
the report’s insidious special 
pleading for the uppermost 
ranks of the judiciary. 

One of the few tangible 
recommendations is the one 
that says that job descriptions 
and selection criteria for all 
senior judicial offices should be 
drawn up without delay. But 
“practical” difficulties prevented 
using advertisements, competi- 
tion and interviews to fin the 
inwtatfon-only vacancies on the 
High Court beach and above. 

The message is tolerably 
dean persistent criticism has 


to the extent that normally 
accepted practices such as 
advertising, which can widen 
the field of possible con- 


tenders, are now used in con- 
junction with the “consulta- 
tions” system for the lower- 
ranking judicial jobs, with 
applications handled by Lord 
Chancellor’s Department civil 
servants. There can be no such 
intrusion on the exclusive and 
secret right of die senior judi- 
ciary to keep control of the 
appointments system. 

The committee, moreover, 
avoided a crucial question by 
not extending the scope of its 
inquiry to the appointment of 
QCs - even though it accepted 
that appointment as a QC or 
“silk” is the principal route to 
high judicial office - again rely- 
ingon “consultations”. 

The omission, while jolly 
convenient for the committee, 
is a further, important reason 
why their report is worthless. 

Many people think the QC 
system is pretty flawed because 
awards of sOk do not reflect 
increasing numbers of suitably 
qualified women of relevant 
experience at the bar. In 1995, 
women accounted for 16 per 


cent of the pool of suitable can- 
didates for silk, S£ per cent of 
applicants and 5.8 per cent of 
ail QCs appointed that year, 
The rate of appointment was 
only 0.8 per cent more than in 
1991 when women formed 11 
per cent of the pool and 
accounted for 6 per cem of 
applicants. Thai suggests 
strongly that in a system still 
stacked against them, women 
are wailing to apply until thev 
are more sure of success. 

Astonishingly, the commit- 
tee suggests there is now less 
cause for women to “feel diffi- 
dent” in applying for judicial 
appointment. At the same time 
they give unquestioning back- 
ing to precisely the kind of sub- 
jective and potentially dis- 
criminatory “word of mouth” 
recruitment practice that 
judges have condemned when 
cases of sex or race discrimi- 
nation cases have been brought 
before them. Why should the 
judicial establishment apply 
sucb dramatically different 
standards to itself/ 


Yes, I am an Englishman 

For the first time in a long time, people are willing to stand up and say it And they should 


J ust two months ago, on 
23 April, St George’s 
Day, England did not 
celebrate. Few, if any, 
red crosses were seen 
and no parades blocked our city 
streets. The non-event was 
noted. Richard Littlejohn in the 
Daily Moil said il was a disgrace. 
The Irish jam New York with 
their St Patrick’s Day parade, 
the Scots have their brave- 
hearts and the Welsh ring. Why 
do only the English feel obliged 
to deny their nationhood? 

Two months later the flag- 
makers carmotproduce enough 
red crosses. The tabloids are 
awash with a fever of specifi- 
cally English patriotism. The 


% 




BRYAN APPLEYARD 


scarlet features of Gazza and 
the roaring face of Pearce, both 
transmuted into lions, have 
become icons of a revitalised 
national sensibility. An identity, 
formerly choked by irony and 
self-loathing, has been resusci- 
tated by footbalL 

But football is, of course, 
only a game, certainly more, for 
(he moment, than a matter of 
life and death, but still only a 
game. The flags will soon be 
lowered. This phase win pass. 
Yet the new voice of England 
may well prove more lasting. It 
may be the sound of a real 
change in national sentiment, a 
change inspired in the English 
by a sudden impatience and 
weariness with the recent past. 

England has always been dif- 
ferent from Britain. Britain has 
Celtic overtones, evoking a land 
of wildness and tribahsms, a 
loose agglomeration of fre- 
quently conflicting identities. 
The idealised vision of Eng- 
land, however, is & united thing 
- a nation of villages, warm 
beer and peculiar tenacity. -The 


image of us s tanding alone in 
1940 is an image of Spitfires 
dogfighting over the villages of 
the Kentish Weald, not of a 
patchwork of Celtic and Saxon 
tribes confronting the enemy. 
Notice how the excesses of the 
tabloids in their build-up to last 
night’s match effectively 
claimed World War n as an 
En glish rather than a British 
victory. 

But the English have suf- 
fered because, since that war. 
they have been obliged to cany 
the entire burden of imperial 
guilt. The English are, stereo- 
typkaDy, arrogant and superior. 
Hollywood, ever eager to 
exploit acceptable stereotypes, 
produces Braveheart to show 
that ft was the snobbish, effete, 
brutal English who oppressed 
the Scots. And the American 
sympathy for the Irish cause has 
always been based on the 
underlying belief that the Eng- 
lish were the conquering impe- 
rialists who created the prob- 
lem in the first place. 

Globally the same image 
persists. The empire is long 
gone, but we, the English, are 
still the snooty conquerors and 
the rest of the world is still the 
underdog. So, in the name of 
entertainment, it becomes per- 
fectly acceptable to evoke 
medieval conflicts to ejqxess 
anti-Engfishness. But, in the 
name of sport, the English 
themselves are not allowed to 
evoke an almost contemporary 
war - as the Daily Mirror did 
this week - to express a desire 
to win a simple game. Of 
course, neither attitude is 
attractive, but, on the whole, 
the latter is at least coherent 

The truth about ths drain of 
guilt that has been hung around 
the English neck is that we are 
actually being used as the 
scapegoats for the entire liberal 
West The West has won but it 
feels bad about it. We despoil 
the environment and destroy 
local cultures. Industrial 
modernity makes us rich but 
anxious. 

And imperialism was, above 
all, an expression of the tri- 
umphant industrial modernity of 



the English- We invented sci- 
ence, technology and industry 
and, for most of two centuries, 
ft made us all powerful. Over the 

last 50 years English power has 
declined, but our idea of moder- 
nity has gone on to make the 
West aB-powerfaL Our system of 
production may have once cre- 
ated a now-hated empire, bat it 
also made America and defeated 
fascism aztd Cf un mini ism. 

A collective Western guilt, 


however, is too big to make had enough of this. The Scots 
popular sense. So the English want independence, the Irish 
are cast into the global wilder- still fight us and the Welsh 
ness to atone. Think how hard want to be Welsh. Perhaps the 
ft now is to be patriotically English are deciding it is time 
English. Professional Scots, to be English. Euro 96 has, 


Welsh, Irish, French and Amer- 
icans are everywhere, flaunting 
their idiosyncrasies, but the 
English cower, occasionally 
making fun of themselves. 

What may be happening 
now is that the English have 


among other things, produced 
a popular revulsion against 
bland globalism - the dull, 
Euro trash anthem by Simply 
Red, commissioned as the offi- 
cial theme, has been all but 
wiped out by Baddiel and 


Skinner's ironic, mournful, but 
perennially hopeful dirge. 
“ Football's" coming home," we 
all sing and home is England. 

This could, of course, be an 
awful development. English 
patriotism has a bad recent 
history. Embraced by hooli- 
gans and Europhobes alike, it 
has been an excuse for the 
worst kind of petty nationalism. 
Michael Portillo, with his 
ghastly SAS speech at last year’s 
Tory conference, may not wish 
to be pigeon-holed with the 
average skinhead wrecker, but, 
frankly, he is not many pigeon- 
holes away. 

And the whining of the Toiy 
Eurosceptics is no more sensi- 
tive or realistic and frequently 
ao less disgusting than that of 
the National Front. These are 
the attitudes of a paranoid cul- 
ture of losers. 

Maybe the problem is that 
we have grown so accustomed 
to being losers - either eco- 
nomically or because of our 
global role as scapegoats for the 
West- that the best we can do 
is whine and sulk. And, if that 
is the case, then this new Eng- 
lish patriotism with its flags 
and songs is a good thing. For 
ft signals that we, as a place, still 
want to win and that desire, 
whether or not It is fullv 
expressed this time round, will 
wake us from our long sleep of 
defeat. 

Fbr you have to be some- 
thing to understand anything. 
There are no global identities. 
The mythologies and icono- 
graphies of patriotism are, 
when not perverted by hatred 
or bitter irony, good, consoling 
and probably essential. They 
are ways of saying that people 
like to be at home, to belong. 
They are also expressions of 
confidence. Bitter losers wrap 
themselves in the flag, confi- 
dent winners wave it. 

I like being English, in spite 
of the fantasies of the mad 
Europhobes and the twittering 
of squeamish liberals, because 
that is what I am. And next 23 
April, you never know, I might 
just overcome my native irony 
and do something. 


Selling up is the spur to another fortune 
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ben Alan Sugar pockets an 
estimated JESOm from the 
planned sale of his com- 
Amstrad, he will not take ft easy 
a swimming pool, head for the golf 
course or potter gently around the 
salerooms collecting 19th-century 
porcelain. The irascible self-made 
millionaire, who spent 28 years build- 
ing up the consumer electronics 
group, will direct his formidable ener- 
gies towards developing the business 
( potential of Tbttenham Hotspur 
; Football Club, which he bought five 
, -jQi years ago. 

{ It would also surprise nobody if be 

' I founded another company similar to 


Tycoons are driven to repeat their success, says Will Bennett 
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Amstrad. Entrepreneurs are not o; 
Til 1 * incapable of relaxing with their 
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i iS ' lions: they are driven to repeat their 

success stories time and time again. 

Michael Cannon has a 1,200 acre 
estate in Devon, a wonderful manor 
aouse in Dorset and enjoys shooting 
rnd living the life of a country gen- 
Itjian. It i$ all very far removed from 
he relatively humble be ginning s of a 
nan who left school at 15. In 1993, 
ie made £26m from selling the 
Devenish pub chain he had built up 
wer 19 years; and with the money in 
he bank and his future assured, he 
ind his wife booked a year-long 
ruise around the world cm a luxury 
iner. 


Tb nobody’s surprise he cancelled 
the cruise at the last moment because 
the chance of baying another chain 
of pubs came up. Last week Mr Can- 
non, 57, made another £70m from 
selling that business, The Magic Pub 
Company, to the brewers Greene 
Kmg . Those who know him say that 
even now he is in no mood to retire 
to the country. PhiUg Snook, the out- 
going managing director of The 
Magic Pub Company, who himself 
stands to make £5m from the sale, 
says: “Michael is a very strong- 
minded individual and I think that tbs 
prospect of not working horrifies 
him . He is a workaholic." 

Professor Cary Cooper, of the Uni- 
versity of Manchester Institute of Sri- 
ence and Technology, believes that 
such entrepreneurs are driven by the 
need to control their lives and to 
prove to themselves or others that 
they can succeed repeatedly. “The 
driving force is usually something 
negative that happened to them early 
in their life and that has made them 
want to control their world in a way 
in which they did not have control 
when they were young.” 

Professor Cfocroer earned out a sur- 
vey of successful entrepreneurs and 
discovered that only 5 per cent of 


them had both their parents present 
throughout their entire childhood. 
The rest lost at least one parent 
through death or came from broken 
marriages or were separated for some 
other reason, such as being sent away 
to schooL Seventy-four per cent of 
those questioned identified “some 
significant shaping event in their 


The driving force is 
usually something 
negative in childhood 


childhood” that gave them the tough- 
ness and drive to succeed in business. 
In some cases, it was bullying or 
ridicule from fellow school pupils; in 
others, the scornful dismissiveness of 
a parent or teacher. 

Professor Cooper says; “When 
they sell their businesses, they will 
start another company. It is not the 
money, they could have £I0m, £20m, 
it does not -matter. Money only tells 
them that they are successful and they 
need to prove themselves to some- 
body all over again.” 

Sir Mark Weinberg, who has twice 


quit major insurance companies that 
he founded, but is still m the same 
business, fits Professor Cooper’s the- 
ory perfectly. His father died when he 
was two and he was sent away to a 
boarding school which be loathed In 
the Sixties, with just £70,000, he set 
up Abbey Life, where be pioneered 
unit-linked assurance plans and 
gained a reputation as an innovator 
and a tough salesman. He left the 
company, which by then was w orth 
£31m, when the American giant ill 
took it over 10 years later. 

“I feel I would not be able to adjust 
to working as an executive for a 
really large international corporation, 
it is just not my style,” he said at the 
time. He no longer had control of the 
business which be had buflt up from 
scratch. He was soon back, building 
up Hambro Life, now known as 
Allied Dunbar, but left 10 years ago 
after it was taken over tty another 
company of which be was also a 
director. 

Sir Mark, now 64, could have opted 
for the easy life but, as his right hand 
man Mike Wilson puts iu “He didn’t 
want to retire with the graph going 
down." He soon set up what one 
observer nicknamed Mark HI, a new 
life assurance company called J. 




Rothschild Assurance, of which he is 
still chairman. 

Lord Harris of Peckham started in 
the carpet business by taking over his 
family's three shops, after his father 
died when he was 15. He expanded 
and buili up the Harris Queensway 
carpet empire, which he sold for 
£70m in 1988. After the sale, he 
derided to spend some time sailing 
his yacht around the Mediterranean. 
He could have kept on sailing for 

ever, but he was inexorably drawn 

back to the same business. Within 
months, be opened a carpet shop in 
London and eight years later his 

Carpet right chain has more than 200 
outlets and 14 per cent of the British 
market. 

Lord Harris. 53, who is one of ihe 
Conservative Party’s most important 
financial backers, has always denied 
that he is driven by a desire to make 
Carpetright bigger than Queensway, 
which crashed shortly after he sold 
out. But one former business associ- 
ate said yesterday: “He may not even 
acknowledge to himself but he is 
proving himself ail over again.” 

It is ironic that while millions of 
people dream of taking early retire- 
ment if they win the National Lottery, 
some of those who could afford never 
to work again are incapable of opt- 
ing for the easy life. 


A DISGRACEFUL AFFAIR 

Bianca Lamblin, trans. Julio Plovnick 

Northeastern University Press, $24.95 

Menage a trois 
that will not 
lie down 


r | tiis 

I bee 
X bee 


book would not haw 
been written had its author 
been true lo her own belief 
ihat '‘intimate relationships 
should be kepi personal.” Nor 
was there a need for iu 

Bianca Lamblin wishes to 
have ft known that in seducing 
her, allowing her to believe 
ihat they both loved her and 
subsequently abandoning her, 
Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone 
de Beauvoir behaved abom- 
inably. So much is already 
abundantly dear to anyone who 
has read their correspondence. 

After spending a night with 
Bianca Bienenfeld (as she was 
then called) de Beauvoir wrote 
to Sartre “I felt quite sickened 
by passion ... like foie pus (dc 
Beauvoir found all offal dis- 
gusting) and pooT quality into 
the bargain." lo the reader, 
half a century on, it is the 
writer's betrayal of trust that is 
sickening. 

Bienenfeld was a 1 6-ycar-old 
schoolgirl when her teacher, dc 
Beauvoir, took her up. They 
became lovers, Bienenfeld hav- 
ing been made to understand 
that de Beauvoir's “essential” 
relationship was not with her 
but with Sartre. The next year 
she met the great man himself 
(de Beauvoir kept her life 
rigidly compartmentalised). 

Sartre couldn't exactly be 
said to have seduced her.' Her 
account of their first sex is the 
freshest and sharpest passage of 
this book. On taking her to his 
hotel room he remarked that 
he had had another girl's vir- 
ginity there only the previous 
day. “I’ll never understand why 
1 didn't react to such boor- 
ishess" - quite. He then 
stripped briskly, washed his 
feet iu the hand-basin and 
delivered a lecture on anatomy, 
while Bienenfeld, 17 to his 33. 
undressed blushingly behind a 
curtain. For reasons this 
account does Httle to illuminate 
but which are perhaps easily 
enough imagined (he was, after 
all, an acknowledged genius) 
she fell in love, thus complet- 
ing a triangle within which 
(poor fool) she felt doubly 
beloved and uniquely secure. A 
year later she suffered a ner- 
vous breakdown, having been 
jilted by both of her lovets/men- 
tors/surrogate parents. Fifty 
years on she had another one, 
what de Beauvoir's letters were 
posthumously published, and 
she discovered what the pair 
had really thought of her. 

You can’t conceive how 
bored I am by these outpourings 
of affection on the part of 


Bienenfeld.” wrote de Beauvoir 
to Sartre after what the poor girl 
probably thought was a raptur- 
ous evening. After a quarrel 
that had been successfully 
defused: “We just need to take 
a bit of trouble and that little per- 
son will succeed in being happy 
without bothering us too much." 

The father and mother of 
Exisientiatem borrowed money 
from their teenage mistress, 
about which she does not com- 
plain. What does strike her os 
unforgivable is their apparent 
indifference not only to the pain 
they caused her. hut also to the 
danger she was in as a Jew. 

It was 1940. Bianca's grand- 
father and aunt were shortly to 
he deported to Auschwitz, yet dc 
Beauvoir could write to Sartre: 
“She’s prophesying doom like a 
Cassandra (what's new? I and 
hesitating between the concen- 
tration camp and suicide, with a 
preference for suicide." The 
flippancy is not only inexcusably 
callous. It is also stupid. 

This book is nut ail about dc 
Beauvoir and Sartre, but it 
mostly is. as, it appears, its 
author's life has been. She mar- 
ried, had two daughters and a 
career os a teacher but, the way 
she tells it here anyway, it was 
only after de Beauvoir’s death 
that she felt free of her. In the 
50s she was a committed and 
energetic campaigner against 
the Algerian Ywir but even this 
was important to her chiefly 
because "Simone de Beauvoir 
and 1 had finally found com- 
mon political ground.” 

Lamblin has done herself 
few favours in publishing this 
book. Il is not well written, nor 
weil translated, and it can only 
serve to attract more prurient 
attention her wav. It wifi be wel- 
comed, though, by literary gos- 
sips and future biographers. 
Fbr the rest of us it contains one 
strikingly farcical vignette. 
LambHn. concerned that one or 
other of her illustrious ex-lovers 
might put her in a novel, asked 
them to meet her on a bench in 
the Jar din du Luxembourg. She 
was heavily pregnant at the 
time, a condition both Sartre 
and dc Beauvoir found 
absolutely nauseating. “It was as 
if I were a slug or some other 
disgusting animal They gazed 
nervously straight ahead” It's a 
mercy for Lamblin that at least 
they were both present, and so 
neither put their revulsion into 
writing. Such a letter might well 
have constituted yet another 
threat to her mental stability. 
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Cable firms turn to Oftel over BT ‘dirty tricks’ campaign 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Angry UK cable operators have 
accused BT of running a "dirty 
(ricks’' campaign to win back 
telephone customers, and have 
called on OftcL the telecoms 
regulator, to intervene. 

In the most serious allega- 
tions ever made against the 
dominant operator, cable com- 
panies charge that BT market- 


ing staff have rung hundreds of 
ex-directory cable customers 
in Teeside. Yorkshire. Birm- 
ingham and London, address- 
ing them by name, and asking 
them to consider switching back 
to BT. If true, the campaign 

would contravene BTs own 
guidelines, its licence conditions, 
and laws governing data pro- 
tection and privacy. 

Sources at leading cable com- 
panies also accused BT of giv- 


ing out incorrect information 
about rivals, over the telephone 
and in printed material. Hun- 
dreds of written statements 
from disgruntled cable cus- 
tomers have been forwarded to 
OfteL 

A spokesman for Oftel said 

yesterday that "we have re- 
ceived complaints, and have 
asked BT to initiate a high-lev- 
el probe, the results of which we 
expect imminently. BT is in no 


doubt about how seriously we 
take these charges.'' 

A BT spokesman said: "We 
take the charges seriously. But 
I must stress dial so far, our in- 
vestigations show we have done 
nothing wrong. We will go back 
to the [Cable Communications 
Association} with a full report 
of our review early next week." 

Graham MadPhee, marketing 
director al Comcast, a leading 
operator, said the information 


so far gathered by the operators 
"looks quite damaging, and if it 
is true, it is appalling behaviour 

by BIT. 

Bob Frost, director of the 
CCA, this week called Peter 
Bo afield, head of BT, directly 
about the issue. "We are of 
course very c o nc e rned," Mr 
Frost said, "and if the matters 

prove to be substantiated, our 
members will have to seriously 
consider their position.” 


BT has a record of all ex-di- 
rectory numbers in the UK, 
principally to cover emergency 
999 it is enjoined from us- 

ing the numbers for marketing 
purposes under its licence with 
Oftel BT has been losing cus- 
tomers to cable operators at the 
rate of at least 50.000 a month, 
and the competition has been 
particularly fierce in recent 
weeks, following price cuts by 
large cable companies. 


In some areas, cable has 
pushed penetration rates as 
high as 60 per cent, in a direct 
threat to BTs basic business. 

The allegation of dirty tricks 
arose when ex-directory cus- 
tomers in several franchises 
contacted their kxal operators 
to complain about heing called 
at home by telc-markctcrs. 

Even ex-directory customers, 
about 25 per cent of numbers 
nationally, - cannot block out 


all marketing calls, as many 
firms use automatic random di- 
alling. Cable customers said, 
however, that BT staff ad- 
dressed them by name. 

The explosive issue has 
emerged at a crucial time for 
BT which is discussing changes 
to its licence with Ottei. Dun 
Cruickshank. Oftels director- 
general » pushing for a general 
"anti -competitive’ 1 clause which 
BT has so far been resisting 


Costain suspended 
as shares plunge 
in frantic dealing 


PATRICK TOOHER 

Dealings in shares in the trou- 
bled Costain construction com- 
pany were suspended yesterday 
ahead of a major refinancing 
package, which is likely to he an- 
nounced next week and be ac- 
companied by details of its 
long-awaited sale of its US 

■ mining businesses. 

The news emerged after 
Costain's shares lost almost 
half their value in a frantic few 
minutes in early morning trad- 
ing. slumping 31p to 39p before 
being suspended at the com- 
pany’s request. 

In a statement to the Stock 
-Exchange. Costain admitted it 
‘ would be unable to meet 
Friday's deadline for the pub- 
lication of its 1995 results. A fur- 
ther announcement about 
significant corporate develop- 
ments would be made shortly. 
Costain added. 

Costain is in advanced talks 
with a potential buyer for its US. 
mining unit, according to 
sources close to the building 

■ company. Its 1995 results, which 
.are expected to show a loss of 
about £40m, are unlikely to be 
published until the mining sale 
is completed because a write- 
down is likely against group 
earnings. 

•The disposal could raise 
about £45m, some 0m below 
the US mining unit's estimated 
book value. “Anything less 


could disappoint the market", 
said one analyst. 

Cos Lain is also understood to 
be lining up at least one outride 
investor linked to its core build- 
ing and civil engineering inter- 
ests who would take a sizeable 
equity slake in the group. The 
move is designed to stiffen 
Costain's capital base and re- 
duce an £SOm debt burden, 
which equates to about 90 per 
cenL of shareholders' funds. 

"We have needed to strength- 
en the balance sheet for some 
time." a source close to the com- 
pany said last night. 

"We have always sought to 
keep Costain’s identity and new 
we want to reinforce it with new’ 
money." Costain has sold UK 
housing and commercial prop- 
erty interests as well as a large 
part of its coal mining business 
to reduce debts. But analysis say 
the group's prospects hinge on 
a successful disposal of its re- 
maining US coal businesses. 

The need for a fresh capital 
injection was underlined yes- 
terday when IBCA, the Euro- 
pean credit rating agency, 
placed Costain's rating under re- 
view with negative implications. 

“Following two profit warn- 
ings since the start of 1996, the 
equity base of the group is 
dearly under pressure and re- 
lies heavily on the support af- 
forded by the accounting 
treatment of Its pension fund 
prepayment" the agency said. 


IBCA said Cos lain had been 
successful in winning new con- 
tracts recently and this should 
be beneficial to its cash position, 
as trade creditors expand, if not 
its profits. 

“However, it would make 
the Government’s choice of 
Costain as the contractor for the 
high-profile Newbury by-pass 
contract seem unwise were 
Costain's financial predicament 
to worsen.” 

Costain courted controversy 
earlier this month when it was 
awarded the £73 .8m Newbury 
by-pass contract Within hours 
of the news being announced in 
Parliament some 25 anti-roads 
protesters blockaded Costain's 
offices in nearby Maidenhead. 

A fortnight earlier Alan 
Lovell, Costain' chief executive, 
had endured demonstrators 
with banners on the lawn of his 
home in Winchester after it 
emerged Costain was favourite 
to clinch the contract 

Costain is also one of sever- 
al contractors embroiled in a 
protracted legal battle with 
Eurotunnel overwork done on 
Channel Tunnel. 

Shares in Costain have been 
one of the worst stock market 
investments in the past decade. 
At its peak in 1987 Costain en- 
joyed a stock market val ue of al- 
most £1.7bn; at yesterday’s 
suspension price the company 
was worth just £20 .2m. 

Comment, page 19 


Sweetbaum forced to 
resign as Wickes chief 


Sporting life: Grand National record tumbles in feast for City as well as bookies 



Putting their shirts on it Traders at Sporting Index dress approp ria tely to take their spread bets on last night's match Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


PATRICK TOOHER 

Henry Sweetbaum last night 
bowed to intense pressure from 
institutional shareholders by 
resigning as the £lm-a-year 
chairman and chief executive of 
Wickes, Britain's third biggest 
DIY retailer. 

Mr Sweetbaum has been re- 
placed as non-executive chair- 
man by Michael von Brentano, 
while another non-cxecutive 
board member, Robert Burrow, 
becomes deputy chairman. Wick- 
es plans to appoint a full-time 
chief executive in due course. 

Stuart Siradling. who only 
became finance director a year 
ago, will also quit the Wickes 
board as soon as on investigation 
begun yesterday by accountants 
Price Waterhouse and legal firm 
Linklaters & Paine into the cir- 
cumstances leading up to the ac- 
counting errors, announced on 
Tuesday, has been completed. 

Arthur Andersen, the audi- 
tors who signed off last year's 
accounts, is quantifying the 
likely shortfall in the 1995 fig- 
ures “and earlier years", a com- 
pany spokesman said. 

Until that amount is assessed 
Wickes will not pay a 1.5p final 
dividend due on 4 July. A div- 
idend will be recommended 
when the size of I995*s operat- 
ing profits is determined, 
Wickes added. 



Henry Sweetbaum: steps down from £lm-a-year job 


Shares in Wickes were sus- 
pended at 69p on Tuesday fol- 
lowing the discovery of “serious 
accounting problems". 

The problem is thought to 
centre on the way the company 
has been accounting for supplier 
discounts and their contribu- 
tions towards in-store promo- 
tions. 

Mr Sweetbaum stepped 
down after a series of lengthy 
board meetings yesterday af- 
ternoon called to discuss the ac- 
counting inaccuracies. 

His departure, while sudden, 
was seen as increasingly in- 
evitable. One senior fund man- 
ager. speaking shortly before 
news of Mr. Sweetbaum's res- 
ignation broke, said: “There's 
bound to be pressure for 


changes. If the profits have 
been over-stated and someone 
has been making huge bonuses 
then questions have to be asked. 
It brings the whole lot under the 
microscope." 

Mr Sweetbaum incurred the 
wrath of powerful institutional 
shareholders oyer the £1.2m 
salary he received last year, 
which included a £750,000 
bonus from an incentive scheme 
linked to the company's share 
price. The previous year he 
earned £l.Im, including a long- 
term bonus of £670,000. 

Last night it remained un- 
clear what, if any, compensation 
Mr Sweetbaum might receive, 
or whether he might have to re- 
turn part or all of his previous 
years' bonuses to the company. 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Work was the lari thing on 
most people's minds at 730 
last night but in the betting 
business it was far and away the 
busiest evening yet in a frenetic 
summer of sport. 

Bookmaking .giant Lad- 
broke said last night that pun- 
ters bad wagered more than 
£80m on Euro 96 so far, mak- 
ing it Britain's biggest betting 
event. 

The bets easily outstripped 
the £65m put on the Grand 
National each year with one 
punter betting a staggering 
£20,000 on an England victory 
at odds of 2 to 1 

For traders at Sporting In- 
dex, the spread-betting spe- 
cialists. it was chaotic 
business-as-usual trading on 
their Kennington trading floor. 
The rich combination of sport- 
ing events this year, and the ex- 


Euro 96 nets £80m as 
punters spread wings 


pansion of live television cov- 
erage, has been a bonanza for 
the mushrooming world of 
sprea-bettmg. 

Spread-betting has become 
one of the boom leisure activ- 
ities of the 1990s with Sport- 
ing Index alone taking 15,000 
bets a week, 10 times the lev- 
el of the whole industry just 
four years ago. 

Bcnn on the trading floors of 
the City, where rivals IG Index 
and City Index stiD do much of 
their business, Sporting Index 
has taken the concept to other 
gamblers and believes fewer 
than a quarter of its customers 
now work in the Square Mile. 


Wiliam Hill has a spread- 
betting operation ana Lad- 
broke plans to launch, in 
November, a move welcomed 
by Sporting Index’s Lindsay 
McNeile, who is happy for 
the betting giants to take on 
the expense of educating non- 
City punters in the intricaries 
of betting on a spread. 

For anyone who has bought 
or sold a share, the idea Is sim- 
ple enough. 

For any given event. Sport- 
ing Index’s traders will offer a 
buy and sell price which means 
that unlike with a fixed-odds 
bet at a bookie, a punter can 
gamble on an outcome being 


either better or worse than the 
market-maker forecasts. 

They either buy the bet at 
the higher price in anticipation 
of a better outcome or sell at 
the lower if they think that 
Sporting Index has over-esti- 
mated. 

Before last night's game, 
for example, a spread of 43-46 
was being offered on the tim- 
ing to the nearest minute of the 
first goal. That meant tbat 
Shearer s early strike for Eng- 
land was a windfall for anyone 
who had sold at 43. 

Sadly for the punter, and to 
the delight of the Sporting 
Index traders lari nighL, most 


peopcle expected a tight game 
with a late goal and so bought 
at 46. Within seconds of the 
game starting Sporting Index 
was £7,000 up. 

The beauty of spread-betting 
is that it can be applied to al- 
most any sport. f . 

Traders can offer a bewil- 
dering range of bets and pun- 
ters can take a view on 
something not happening just 
as easily as on it actually tak- 
ing place and change their 
bets or close out a position as 
events unfold. 

Thanks to its roots in the 
City, spread-betting is regu- 
lated by the Securities and 
Futures Authority, which 
keeps dose tabs on what is a 
high!)' volatile and risky form 
of gambling. 

Some bets, for example on 
the number of runs a cricket 
team will score, are in theory 
open-ended and huge amounts 
can be won or losL 


British Biotech raises £143m 
as rival launch makes history 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

The UK biotechnology sector 
passed two milestones yesterday 
with its biggest fund-raising 
and the launch of what i$ 
d aimed to be the first biotech- 
developed product to come to 
market. British Biotech, leader 
of the UK industry, is calling on 
shareholders for £143m in a 
one-for-eight rights issue at 
£2050 a share, compared with 
the market price of £23.75. 

The announcement coincid- 
ed with the announcement from 
rival Chiroscience that its 
Dexketoprofen pain killer and 
arthritis therapy had been 
launched lari week in Spain by 
its partner, Menarim, Italy's 
largest pharmaceutical group. 

The timing and size of the 
rights issue surprised the mar- 
ket. It comes less than five 
months after British Biotech 
raised £47.5 m from the exercise 
of warrants, which was expect- 


ed to cover its cash needs until 
1997. 

The group revealed yesterday 
It had net cash of £66. 6m in 
April, but James Noble, fi- 
nance director, said they had 
been considering ways of rais- 
ing money since January. The 
indications they had had from 
big shareholders were that this 
should be the lari fund-raising 
before the company became 
self-financing through drug 
sales and that it should come on 
the back of successful results for 
Marimastat, British Biotech's 
novel cancer treatment. 

Hopes for this drug have fu- 
elled a surge in the group’s share 
price, which briefly touched 
£38 lari month after encourag- 
ing phase II results were re- 
leased. The new money will 
finance the final stage of tests 
before the product receives of- 
ficial approval. 

Phase in trials for inopera- 
ble pancreatic cancer have al- 


ready begun and over the next 
few months at least seven sep- 
arate trials will be started and 
ran in parallel to determine 
Marcmastat's effectiveness 
against a range of cancers. A pi- 
lot trial in Aids patients is also 
to be started 

The money wfl) also pay for 
the completion of trials on Lex- 
ipafant, a treatment for acute 
pancreatitis, set to be the com- 
pany’s first product on the mar- 
ket, probably in early 1998. 

Around £20m of the cash is 
to be earmarked for a three-year 
project to build new chemistry 
laboratories in Gowtey. near Ox- 
ford, which will bring all UK op- 
erations onto one site. But a 
much of the cash being raised 
wOI be used to set up a sales and 
marketing network in North 
America, France, Germany, 
Spain and Italy, marking the 
company’s transition to a fully- 
fledged pharmaceuticals group. 

Comment, page. 19 


STOCK MARKETS 


3820 
Si 80 ■ 
3740 


3700 ■ 



1 M0U ■ 


■ 

1 

! S7W — 


_l 

; 


• 



-ULJL.l-.f- 


22200 - 


21 BOO- 


21 400- 


21008- 


20000- 

20200- 


ITE 






ffVBrMHBlMh 


Boa hftrfMg CtagPQ 


FTSE100 


FISE250 

FT5E350 


3695.50 +16.00 +04 3857.10 3639.50 4.10 _ 

4365.30 -1950 -0.4 4566.60 401530 3.42 


FT Sma8 Cap 2209.06 


1866.00 +4.50 +02 1945.40 1616.60 3.95_ 


•8.28 -04 9244.36 1954.06 2.94 


FT 41 Sha re 
Mew VOrfc " 


1853.2 4 

5583.81 


•4-3.6 9 

-35.46 


+0.9 1924.17 1791 .95 3.87, 

-0.6 5778.00 5Q32J4 2 JJ_ 


Tokyo 


22666.80 +69.63 +02 22666.80 19734.70 0-70t_ 


HnnoKono 11059.92 +77.15 +0.7 11594.99 10204.87 3.341 


Frankful 


2573.69 +0.73 +0.0 2573.69 2253^6 1.82t 


Source: FT Itrfonnstion 


INTEREST RATES 


Short sterling* | UK medium gilt 1 | US long bond 


SS8- 


5l#3- 


5.*U 




5M 


sn 






Hoaq Haiti Rate Barindfc* 

Mb IMt 1 ter IMuMW farJfe « taM 


UK 

569 



7.98 _ 

8.12 

KITH 


US 

5.41 



6.89 

6.17 

■Fn 

&53 

Jaoai 

HQ 



3-27__ 

2.67 

. 






6.56 

8.81 

.LIE 

- 


Mfctf 







| MAIN PRICE CHANGES 1 

Rises 


NMiritawtt a«S 

Us 

MbU 




185 

12 

6.9 


192 28.0 

kr>m ! !'TI 


249 

13 

5.5 



19 5-5 

Brush Sky Brtea 434 

12 

2.8 

Sewitoor 

275 

12 4 2 


CURRENCIES 



MahAy Ctog tariff 




Uflfltol)-1.5 4 ffl-tJ..l fi C_l^gl2-. £ logdoflL 0.6483 -0.07 0.6324 

V &m LJ. JMB— ■*. -1.5748- m d&JUMS U Wlril 0.6350 . 

OH [ bw jqnl2.35B_-0JIM_2.1953.. DMfLondonl16287 -0^5tf 1-3884 
¥ {Uxufe n )J.fi8J35.t.Y0,846-1.33,449- ¥ (London) 109-520 +Y0.435 84.4000 
EJta ta 8 5.9 - 0 .1 S3JL SJfiftx 9Z^ d-OJ L.89L 4 


OTHER INDICATORS 


MM* tales 


Mb UtttMrfe MRp 


M BrentS 1822 +0.14 16J6 RPI 1S2.9+3?pc 14fl.B 11 .liHy 


SOWS 383-50 -1,4 387.60 6DP 1 30.3+1 .Ipc 124.8 28 June 


GoldE 


248.62 -1.16 245.13 Base Rate — 5.75pc 5.75 — 


Graduate 






Graduafeplusisthe 


marketplace with ed xia! and 

.'V ' ■ • " 

: fihnanf k 


See page 19 - 26 
section two 


To book your advertisement 
call the Graduate Team on 


Every Thursday in the 

the I \ DEPK \ l.)£\'I 

section two 
















v=“.‘ 


»Tj-. 


r : ! « 



«V?-- 


- . ' 


_ tayamy 29 june 1996 


u* v&> 


nv: 




THE INDEPENDENT * THURSDAY 27 JUNE 


19 




business 



A British backward trend that needs reversing 


COMMENT 


The 1996 DTI 
Scoreboard shows 
that we have gone 
nowhere since 1991. 
R&D as a proportion 
of sales is the same 
today as it was then 
and still only half the 
level of companies 
in cither main 
developed countries' 


F br the. last five yeacs the Department of 
Trade and Industry teas proudly published 
its annual UK R&DSccraboaxd, a league table 
that r ank s companies by what they spend on 
research and development hi the past the 
Scoreboard has shown that carport Britain, 
wide not exactly setting the worid on fire, is 
at least chugging along in the right direction. 
It now emerges, ho w ev er , that far from 
nestling somewhere in the lower readies of 
the Premiership we are in fact lan gnicfffpg j n 
the Endsleigh League of invention 
The 1996 Scoretoard, published today, 
shows that we have gone nowhere since 
1991. R&D as a proportion of safes is the gm y 

today ash was then andstih only half the level 

of companies in other large developed coun- 
tries. The risG in absolute investment was the 
lowest last year for five years despite a pur- 
ple patch for corporate profits in the last two 
years. And m the one area of the pitch tint 
the UK has traditionary done well - growing 
its R&D investment at a faster rate than the 
zest of the weald - the trend has gone into 
reverse. 

‘ Oh, dear. Not quite Accrington Stanley but 
time, perhaps to start thin king about appiy- 
ingfor re-efeetkm to the league. 

The problem, of course, with scoreboards 



of money spent on R&D but they give no 
insight into the quality of that R&D nor the 
amount spent on R as opposed to D. There 


is a vast difference between invention » nd 
innovation. Nor do big R&D budgets auto- 
matically equa t e to commercial success. 

The UK's postion relative to competitor 
countries is further skewed by the prepon- 
derance of drug companies in tbs league table. 
The pharmaceutical sector accounts for one 
third of total R&D spending by UK compa- 
nies, which means that just one giant dealhke 
the GJaxo-Wellcome merger can have a huge 
distorting effect. 

Nevertheless, there are some worrying 
trends. The long-term picture shows clearly 
that UK pic underinvests in R&D - a dis- 
parity that cannot be explained away by the 
cost of funds or Otydant-tennisin —while the 
tail of companies that pay inadequate atten- 
tion to R&D is getting longer, not shorter. 
This ultimately, can only hurt UK competi- 
tiveness. Companies 1 wanting to do something 
abou t it should use the scoreboard to bench- 
mark their performance against the best in 
their dass. 

Costain delivers lorry 
load of bad news 


anyone would care to remember. A 
more spectacnlar case of lost sharefaolderval- 
ue is hard to imagine. Tai years agp, this house- 
hold name in construction and road buDding 
was worth around £1.7bn, or nearly as much 
as Rail track. Ibday the company is valued at 


just £ahn -* possibjy less depending on the size 
of t he la test lorry load of bad news now be- 
ing prepared for City consumption. 

So m u ch has already been written and said 
about Costain's fall from grace, that it is prob- 
ably wise to withhold comment until delivery 
takes place. One aspect of the latest chapter 
of woes does bear examination, however - the 
sudden plunge m the share price and the sub- 
sequent .suspension of trading. The case for 
suspension of share dealings has never been 
a strong one. In so far as there is a justifica- 
tion it is to prevent the prospect of a rumour- 
driven and disorderly market. But too often 
the effect is to deprive less wed-informed 
shareholders of the opportunity to sell at a rea- 
sonable price. Consider the last two cases of 
it- Costarn, and the day before, Wickcs. In 
both cases, the better informed dass of share- 
holder was able to exit the stock before deal- 
ings were halted. It seems high ly likely that 
some of this activity was essentially insider 
dealing. But most of it would have been City 
professionals sniffing the wind. 

As for most small shareholders, however, 
they would not even have been aware of the 
share price plunge until it was too late to deal. 
It could be argued that share suspension pro- 
tects these people, since without such a 
mechanism the shares would continue in free- 
fall exposing small shareholders to the risk of 
selling at an unrealistically low price. 

But in practice it doesn’t often work this 
way. The news is nearly always worse than the 
stock market imagined. The suspension, if it 


is ever lifted a t all, thus acts merely as a tem- 
porary break in the southward passage of the 
shares. In any case, it cannot be right to 
deprive any shareholder of the ability to sell 
cm the grounds that their judgement may be 
at&ult That is the verv antithesis of vital 'free 
markets are meant to' be about. 

. Those who gain most fr om share suspen- 
sions tend to be market-makers, for while Bal- 
ing persists, they are obliged to buy. But no 
one should feel too sorry for them. Market- 
makers already have enough protections and 
privileges. 

Biotech boosted by 
an act of faith 

T he market was asking for it, and it duly got 
it - an opportunistic rights issue from the 
head boy of tiie biotech sector, British Biotech. 
Yesterday's £14 3m rights issue is a chunky call 
on shareholders, even [or a company valued 
at £1.4bn. It represents a substantial act of faith 
by the groups normally hard-nosed City in- 
vestors. particularly as if represents more than 
the £124m that British Biotech has raised from 
the market since its flotation in 1992. Most of 
what investors have coughed up solar has al- 
ready been spent, judging by the £11 Dm 
deficit the group sports in hs accumulated prof- 
it and loss account. Directors arc confident 
that the new money will bridge the gap be- 
tween now and the end of the century, when, 
hopefully, at least one of the company's ! 


dregs will actually be earning some money. 

Even so, the timing of this issue looks just 
a little suspect. Despite the recent tall in the 
share price, the call is deliberately pitched to 
take advantage of the warm sentiment sur- 
rounding recent news on MarimasiaL British 
Biotech's anti-canccr wonder drug. With 
£66m in the bonk, the company could easily 
have afforded to wait for something a little 
more concrete by way of product confirma- 
tion before lapping shareholders for the next 
phase of development. 

Furthermore, if any of the products live up 
to their promise, then by waiting the company 
could raise the money a good deal more 
cheaply. 

The risk for investors is eraceihaied in that, 
with every new demand for cash, commercial 
risks are being piled on the already evident 
product risk. Spanking new labs and u sub- 
stantial sales force are all very well for the likes 
of an industry giant like Glaxo, but for a man- 
agement with no saleable product, let alone 
any experience of running what is becoming 
a sizeable company, they represent a move 
into uncharted waters. 

And despite Chirosdence's news that it has 
launched what probably represents the first 
full biotech nology-dcvcioped product to 
come to market, the real blockbusters still 
have steep mountains to climb before they 
can earn real money. British Biotech will 
probably be allowed to gel away with it this 
time, but there are some nervous investors 
out there, none the less. 


UK firms fall behind in 
R&D spending league 


ROGER TRAPP 

UK companies fell further be- 
hind their international com- 
petitors in research and 
development investment last 
year, according to official figures 
published today. Only 18 British 
companies appear among the 
top 300 international companies 
fisted m the annual R&D Scare- 
board. 

For the first time rinr*» the 
rankings sponsored by the De- 


R&D spending 


1 vn ni as 

(I U \\YZ< 


lovation Unit was launched in 
1991, UK spending in this area 
grew at a lower rate than the rest 
of the worid - 4 per cent, com- 
pared with the international 
rate of 5 per cent This revers- 
es the recent trend for British 
companies to start to dose the 
^ap with overseas rivals. 

However, the number of 
British-based companies in the 
listing has increased from last 
year’s 12. WeDcome has merged 
with Glaxo, to become Britain's 
highest-placed company in 2Sth 
position with a spend of £1.2hn, 
and Boots, GKN, BOC, Lucas, 
Siebe, BTR and British Aero- 
space have joined the listing. 

The figures were seized upcm 
by Labour as evidence of “the 
parlous state of Britain’s in- 
ternational competitiveness”. 
Adam Ingram, shadow minister 
for science and technology, 
said: “British industry has to in- 
vest more in research and de- 
velopment if we are going to 
prosper in what is becoming an 



increasingly competitive global 
economy.” 

This was an echo of the re- 
marks in the scoreboard intro- 
duction by Richard Fteeman, 
corporate chief economist at 
Imperial Chemical Industries, 
that “unless the UK companies 
increase their R&D invest- 
ments fester than their overseas 
competitors, the UK will lose 
competitiveness ova the larger 
term”. 

But be added that the Gov- 
ernment was also paitiy to blame 


because ft had penalised the re- 
search and development base 
through retreating from piibfidy- 
fimded science and technology. 
“They have created a culture of 
under-funding and under-in- 
vestment in the very bedrock of 
onr economy,” he said. 

The 1996 table produced by 
Edinburgh-based accounts 
monitor Company Reporting 
shows that the top 18 UK com- 
panies spent an average of 15 
per cent of annual sales on 
R&D, compared with the 


overall average of 4.4 per cent 
fbr the leading 300 international 
organisations. Over the five 
years, the proportion of 
turnover spent in this way by 
companies based in the UK has 
been less than half that of com- 
panies in other countries and 
the same as the 1991 level. 

The largest national increase 
in R&D spending was Sweden's 
21 per cent, followed by Cana- 
da, Germany and the United 
States. In France, investment 
fell 2 per cent, while in Italy it 
fell 8 per cent 

Mr Freeman said: “The im- 
portance of technological ac- 
tivity and innovation for the 
UK’s competitiveness and ca- 
pacity to create wealth cannot 
be overstressed. 

“However, increasing R&D 
spending does not automatically 
lead to commercial success. 
Companies need to bridge the 
often-overlooked gap between 
invention and innovation, the 
process of successfully exploit- 
ing the idea.” 

Tb be effective, projects need- 
ed tote part erf companies’ over- 
all strategies and focused on 
customers’ needs. And this re- 
quired the dose involvement of 
all areasaf operations, he added. 

In keeping with Glaxo Wel- 
come's position as the highest- 
placed British company, the 
pharmaceutical sector accou- 
nted for nearly a third of total 
R&D spending in the UK - 
£2.7bn out of the total reported 
investment of £9.1 bn. 
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• A former director of Eastern Electricity has been charged with 
msiderdealing under the 1993 Criminal Justice Act, it emerged 
yesterday. The charges against Douglas Swinden relate to deal- 
ings in the shares of Seeboard, another regional electricity com- 
pany, between June and August 1994, and follow an investigation 
by the Department of Trade and Industry. 

Mr Swinden is charged with having bought 2,000 shares in See- 
board on 1 August 1994, based on price-sensitive information, 
in a letter sent by Professor Stephen Littlechild, the electricity 
industry watchdog, to Eastern’s chief executive, John Devaney, 
six weeks earlier. 


„ iIf -jt* Mr Swinden faces two alternative charges brought by the DTI, 

V-- . ' tqboth relating to the alleged acquisition of the Seeboard shares. 


He was committed for trial by City of London magistrates on 25 
April this year but released on bail at a bearing earlier this month. 
The case will be beard at Middlesex Crown Court on 18 November. 
He denies all the charges. 

• Tbmldns finally received the green light for its planned $1.16bn 
(£758m) takeover of Gates Rubber, the American automotive 
products group. The deal was first announced in January and 
Ibmkms had hoped to complete the transaction in the spring. 
Tomkins shares jumped 13p to 249p reversing recent declines 
caused by worries over whether the deal would go ahead and ad- 
verse sector sentiment thanks to problems facing rival BTR. 
Tomkins also disclosed a fuller financial record for Gates, inducting 
figures that showed sales growing quickly at its three-core busi- 
nesses and gross margins ahead of expectations. 

• United News & Media announced a streamlined structure for 
its broadcasting and entertainment divisions, and said it would 
seek further opportunities in new media, programme distribu- 
tion, and children’s animation. Its preparations tor an unsuccessful 
bid for the television rights to the Premier League have given 
the company a better grasp of cable and satellite television, a com- 
pany source added yesterday. As part of the restructuring, a senior 
management group will be established at United’s headquarters 
to run the broadcasting and entertainment businesses. Anglia and 
Merriian, the company's ITV franchises, wilJ have separate man- 
agement teams. 

• Bill Gates's Microsoft games manufacturer Nintendo and No- 
mura Research Institute announced a joint venture aimed at pro 
viding “infotainment” to Japan through satellites they use fbr 
television programmes. Microsoft officials described the service 
as a partial substitute for the Internet, which many users find slow 
and expensive because of the long time needed to download data. 

• Solid State Supplies has joined the Altera alive Investment Mar- 
fert via a placing by English Trust Company and Charles Stan- 
ley & Company. Sofa'd State is a distributor of electronic 
components for general use in the industrial, automotive, mo- 
bile phone, computer and military markets. The company said 
1.25 mfllion new ordinary shares had been issued and placed at 
a price of 80p each, giving a market capitalisation of £5m. The 
placing raises about £830,000 net of expenses^ which the com- 
pany said it intends to use to fund future expansion. Smce March 
1994, turnover has risen by more than. 50 per cent to £423m and 
operating profit has risen by over 150 per cent to £423,000. 


* * 
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Energy sale 
likely to raise 
only £L5bn 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

The sale erf the nudear generator 
British Energy is only expected 
to raise abont£1.5bn it emerged 
yesterday as the Government un- 
veiled the price range for the 
controversial flotation and the 
discount to which private in- 
vestors will be entitled. 

The sum is equivalent to just 
half the cost of- building the 
Sizewell B reactor in Suffolk - 
one of eight nnclear plants 
involved in the seD-oft 

The sharp scaling back in the 
level of likely proceeds also 
means that the sale will not raise 
enough to cover the liabilities of 
the ageing Magnox stations 
being left in public ownership. 

Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Hade, announced that 
next month’s flotation is ex- 
pected to value British Energy 
at between £L2«5bn and £L96bn. 
Even with the extra £700m of 
debt bring left in the company, 
the proceeds could fell up to 
£S00m below the orginal esti- 
mates made by BZW, the Gov- 
ernment’s advisers on the sale. 

John Battle, Labour’s energy 
spokesman, immediately at- 
tacked the sell-off saying: 
“Taxpayers are being short- 

dwngp ri mn a masri ve scale Thfc 
ft. a' desperate dash for cash to 
raise funds fbr election (ax cuts 
but tte real danger tsthat we will 
befeft to pack np the fab fbr years 
to come/' 

Mr Lang, however, defended 
the sale arrangements saying: 
“The taxpayer will get a good 
deal from this flotation and 
□udear energy \rifltenefit from 
being in the private sector.” 

He also rejected suggestions 


that the unprecedently wide 
price range announced by the 
Government reflected worries 
about the nudear industry on the 
part of the investment 
community. 

The price range implies a value 
for the fully paid shares of 
betweai 180p and 28Qp- putting 
them on a yield of 6.1 percent to 
95 percent. Private investors will 


jp discount to the price for msti- 
tutioual investors - producing a 
saving of £15 rm the minimum in- 
vestment of 300 shares. 

However, the total return on 
the partly paid shares to private 
investors will be 22 per cent be- 
cause two dividends are being 
paid out before the second in- 
stalment is due. The net dividend 

payable between now and next 
July will be 13.7p. 

A total of! .7 million investors 
have registered with share diops 
for the sale. On the basft of past 
privatisations this suggests the 
public offer will be at least twice 
subscribed - triggering daw- 
back of shares set aside for 
institutions. 

Tim Eggar, the Energy 
Minister, said that the initial 
inse from overseas investors 
“veiy encouraging”. 
Hcwevec, thelevd of Institutional 
demand will not be known until 
the international bookbuilding 
among UK and overseas insti- 
tutions which wiD set the price 
begins a week today. Advisers 
believe the shares are likely to 
trade on a yield of 8J-9 per cent 


of£1.4bn »£L5bn. 

The public offer closes on 10 
July and dealings are due to 
commence on Monday 15 July. 



Suspended Astra 
chief is sacked 


Carpet roll-out: (from left) finance director David Pout, 
managing director Ray Nethercott and deputy managing 
director Shaun Doran of Allied Carpets, which comes to 
the stock market valued at more than £ 200 m next month 
and wHI open a further 20 stores a year for the rest of the 
decade, to take its total to 270 Photograph: Rater Macdsarmid 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Astra, the Swedish drugs com- 
pany. has fired its already sus- 
pended US chief executive, 
Lars Bildman, following an in- 
ternal investigation into alle- 
gations of sexual harassment 
and financial improprieties. 

Astra USA, a unit of Swedish 
pharmaceutical giant Astra AB. 
said yesterday that Mr Bildman 
had engaged in “inappropriate 
behaviour" and used approxi- 
mately $2m (£1.3m) of (he 
company’s funds for his per- 
sonal use. 

The company has also fired 
George Roadman, vice-presi- 
dent of marketing and sales for 
the hospital division. Edward 
Aarons, director of institutional 
business, and Anders Loner, 
head of Swedish marketing op- 
erations, are also to resign. As- 
tra said it would give them no 
monetary compensation. 

Messrs Bildman, Roadman 
and Aarons were suspended 
earlier this year after allegations 
of widespread sexual harass- 
ment had surfaced, and re- 


ceived widespread press cover- 
age in the US. 

A spokesman for Astra said: 
“There is evidence that Bildman 
used company funds for per- 
sona] expenses, including the 
renovations to his houses and 
vacations. 

“Approximately S2m was in- 
volved. We understand that 
state and federal authorities 
have opened their own investi- 
gations into these matters and 
we are co-operating/* he added. 

The US Department of Jus- 
tice, the Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice and (he Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue have 
all made inquiries to Astra 
about the alleged misuse of 
funds. Francis Carling, an at- 
torney for Astra, said. Mr Bild- 
man nas previously denied any 
wrongdoing. 

In Stockholm. Astra's lawyer, 
Thomas Clauss, said that if 
damages had tote paid to peo- 
ple who allege they have been 
sexually harassed, the sums 
would not be great “If there is 
the question of damages, it will 
not be of a significant size.” 


A competition 

open to anyone 
with a kind heart 

and a 
good 
eye 


All you have to do 
is take a photograph. It can be a 
photograph of anything you feci 
represents the ’Heart of Britain’. 

There are nine categories, 
which might give you some ideas: 

Young Britain, \\forking Britain, 

Animal Britain, Sporting Britain, 

Britain on the Move. Caring Britain, Good Time 
Britain, Beautiful Britain, and Tomorrows Britain. 

Your photo might be one of the three hundred 
chosen by a panel of celebrity judges to appear 
in the ’Heart of Britain’ book, which will be on 
sale in October. The winner of each category will 
be given a new Mju-I compact camera, generously 
donated by Olympus. 

There is a small entry fee, but all the proceeds 
of the entries and royalties from the book will go 
to Royal Brampton Hospital,. one of the leading 
heart and lung hospitals in the worid. 

Entry forms can soon be picked up 
from BP garages, branches of Dixons, John 
Menzies and WH Smith, Dillons, Whterstones 




and other major bookshops, or by telephoning 
0891 252605. (If youd like to make a donation 
now you can do so at any branch of Lloyds or 
by post to The Heart of Britain Appeal. Royal 
Brampton Hospital, London SW3 6NP.) 

The Heart of Britain book will be a remark- 
able record of the nation in the final years of the 
20th Century. And your photograph and name 
could be there fbr all to see. 

But the pleasure you might get will be far out- 
weighed by the pleasure you will give. 

Because you will be giving someone 
the chance of a better life; or simply a 
better chance of living. 

So have a heart. Take a picture, 


Heart of Britain - 


In support of Royal Brompton Hospital, 
the leading edge in heart research and treatment. 

Supported by: AMV Group - Bookman Projects - Dixons - Halifax Building Society 
Hillsdown Holdings a Love This Records - Marks & Spencer 
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New team settles in at Laporte 


Nine months into the job, Laporte '5 
new chief executive, Jim Leng, has 
barely had time to pause for breath- 
Yesterday's announcement of the 
£2 9m disposal of the chemicals com- 
pany’s Australasian operations was 
just the latest move in a radical re- 
structuring that has seen a complete 
overhaul of the executive board and 10 
per cent of the group put up for sale. 

Mr Leng came in for something of 
a pasting when nine weeks into the job 
lie outlined a dramatic restructuring and 
issued a profits warning but he was right 
not to hang around. Selling the 11 dis- 
parate businesses that made up La- 
porte' s operations down under makes 
abundant sense given its pretty pathetic 
return on sales and capital employed. 

During the second naif of last year 
operating profit was a paltry £400,000 
born sales of £35m. little more than a 
1 per cent margin. The businesses were 
decidedly not paying their way in 
terms of management time and La- 
porte is better off without them. 

For the next few weeks anyway man- 
agement is going to be fully occupied 
in getting its feet under the table. A new 
finance director starts work on Mon- 
dav as do two other divisional beads. 
Mr Leng maintains that the operating 
businesses have been moving ahead 
nicely while the top table was reshuffled 
but. in reality, Laporte will welcome a 
bit more stability. 

Britain’s fourth biggest chemicals 
company, Laporte ought to be nicely 
placed with good positions in growing 
markets. In electronic chemicals it sup- 
plies semiconductor manufacturers 
with the chemicals needed to prepare 
silicon wafers and it makes the imag- 
ing masks on which circuitry is drawn. 
With chips in more and more domes- 
tic gadgetry, demand could more than 
double in the next few years accord- 
ing to industry analysts. 

Laporte's other subcontracting busi- 
nesses supply some pretty attractive 
markets. The speciality organic chem- 
icals division supplies pharmaceutical 
firms with the building blocks, called 
intermediates, for drugs. That market 
is constantly changing, driven by new 
illnesses and treatments, and is grow- 
ing fast as drug companies sub-contract 
more and more of their work. 

The challenge for Mr Leng is to ex- 
tract a better return from that trading 
environment and to limit the damage 
in Laporte's more mature, duller ar- 
eas such as building and construction 
chemicals, glue and'sealants, where de- 
mand is still sluggish. In the first five 
years of the 1 990s earnings growth was 
far too patchy for a company with La- 
porte's opportunities. 

Analysts are forecasting profits of 
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about £120m this year, before a j_ 
will write-off on yesterday’s sale, for eps 
of about 44p and a prospective p/e of 
15. Until the earnings growth record 
becomes more sustained and at a 
higher rate, that is high enough. 

Harvey Nichols 
looks pricey 

Harvey Nichols, the upmarket Knights- 
bridge department store that came to 
the market in April, will to have to work 
hard to live up to its fancy valuation. 
So far the company's brief spell as a 
public company has proved rewarding 
for only a select few investors. 

Priced at 270p. the shares shot to 
334p on their first day of dealings. All 
very nice for City institutions who had 
subscribed lo the placing. 

Not so good for ordinary members 
of the public who could not get their 
hands on the shares until trading had 
started. At yesterday’s 337p, up 6p on 
the day, Joe Public's shares have gone 
more or less nowhere. 

Whether they have the legs to travel 
much further depends very much on 
whether management can continue to 


deliver the impressive results served up 
so far. Yesterday's figures were certainty 
Knightsbridge class with pre-tax prof- 
its in the year to March up from 
£3.9mto£9.1m. 

Like-for-like sales improved by a 
heady 14 per cent, driven largely by the 
in-store concessions where sales were 
up by almost 25 per cent. Margins have 
been maintained and the lid has been 
kept on costs. 

The margin performance is partic- 
ular impressive, given the high level of 
lower-margin concession sales. 

These account for 43 per cent of 
fashion retail space. Though the mar- 
gins are lower than in own bought mer- 
chandise, concessions offer a level of 
security for the host company as the 
tenants have to guarantee a minimum 
level of sales. 

Sales from food retailing and hos- 
pitality have also increased by 19 per 
cent on the previous years with food 
margins boosted by a concentration on 
own brands. 

Current trading is encouraging with 
sales in the 11th week of the year up 
by a thumping 20 per cent. 

This year will see a full contribution 
from the new menswear Door which 
added 3,800 square feet and the Foun- 
dation restaurant and bar. The new 
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Leeds store will open in October and 
the first stand-alone restaurant at the 
Oxo Tower in London in September. 
Two other London sites have been 
identified for restaurants though the 
company added no details yesterday. 

Morgan Stanley is forecasting prof- 
its of£21.2m this year which puts the 
shares on a premium rating of 24. 
Expensive. 


Hogg bullish 
on year ahead 


The jump in fall-year profits from Hogg 
Robinson, the travel to financial ser- 
vices company, up 51 per cent to a 
record £263m, were nicely ahead of ex- 
pectations of about £25m and the 
shares rose 15p rise to 264p. 

That improvement capped a good 
year during which the shares have 
pulled away from the low of 145p 
reached in the spring of 1995. Even af- 
ter their good run, however, the im- 
provement in trading after 1995's 
stagnant result means the shares still 
have plenty of attractions. 

The increase in profits from last 
year's £17.4m received a significant 
boost from the recent £5Sm acquisition 
of the Bennett Travel Group, which 
chipped in £7.75m in its first nine 
months of ownership. Bat there were 
beaer results also from maa of its busi- 
ness seaora with the exception of trans- 
port, where returns remained relatively 
flat at £S.64m. 

Brian Perry chairman, pointed to 
what remain difficult trading conditions 
in core businesses of transport, busi- 
ness travel and financial services, but 
he struck a bullish note on prospects 
for the current year. 

Hogg provides a business travel 
service for 40 of the (op 100 compa- 
nies, and recorded a 22 per cent rise 
in profits from that arm. a fifth of sales 
but almost twice as much in profit 
terms. Mr Perry sees the already sig- 
nificant rise in business travel in the 
past year increasing even more sharply. 

Profits from the financial services 
arm jumped 37 percent, boosted by the 
growth of its independent financial ad- 
vice subsidiary and the continued ex- 
pansion of the employee benefits 
Business. Transport was hit by a dedme 
in exports from Germany to Britain. 

On the basis of forecasts of more 
than £31m in the year to March, the 
shares stand on a prospective price- 
earnings ratio of 12, which compares 
favourably with an estimated growth 
rate in the mid-teens. Good value. 


City dinosaurs shell out* 
for a sad, staid rock-fest 


City Diary 


John Willcock 


The world of sex, drugs and 
rock’n’roll will collide on Sat- 
urday with that of JP Morgan, 
BZW and Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, at the Masters of 
Music concert in Hyde Park. 

Those well -known mer- 
chant bankers Eric Clapton, 
Bob Dylan and Pete Town- 
shend of The Who (pictured 
right) wfll be headlining the 
nine -hour festival in front of 
150,000 fans, each of whom 
will pay £8 for the privilege. 
There’s no hippy nonsense 
about free festivals here, sad- 
ly, no drugged, naked bodies 
frolicking in the mud & la 
Woodstock. Rr from it. 

Tbe three aforementioned 
investment banks are paying a 
minimum of £200 per ticket 
to take assorted guests along 
for some corporate hospitali- 
ty. This will include lunch at 
die Dorchester, champagne 
and canapes at the “gig", and 
dinner at Nico’s or some simi- 
lar swish establishment. Not a 
spliff in sight. 

We all know the Jurassic 
generation of rock stars have 
“cleaned up their act" these 
days, but does this rock-fest 
have to be quite so staid? All 
together now, “Hope I die 
before I get old ..." 

Sir Ian MacLaorin, chairman 
of Tesco, adds another feath- 
er to his cap. Not only has 
Tesco edged ahead of Sains- 
bury as Britain's biggest food 
retailer, but now Sir Ian's 
stores are also the favourite 
place to buy wine. 



Their generation: Merchant bankers are forking out £200 
per ticket for a chance to revisit their youth with The Who 


According to business 
magazine Checkout, Tesco 
had a 39 per cent share of the 
plonk market over the last 
quarter, shading Sainsbury by 
2 per cent. Between them the 
two giants seH four out of five 
bottles of wine bought for 
drinking at home. 

There is one worrying as- 
bowever. The survey 
mnd that “convenience, 
price and range far outweigh 
factors such asfiimdfy staff 
and information on wine" 
when customers decide where 
to buy. Lei's hope Asda (19 
percent) and Safeway (18 per 
cent) don't take the message 
to heart and instruct their 
staff to tell wine buyers to 
“get knotted". 


Is there anyone you have met in the media and advertising 
world during your career who you really hate, loathe and 
despise? Now’s your chance to get your own back - or so it 
would appear. A bizarre ad in Private Eye this week is headed: 
“Spirit of Machiaveili alive and well in advertising world?" It 
goes on: “Serious author proposes to chronicle the most dire 
examples in agency/media world of back stabbing, stitching- 
up, brown-nosing, sexual harassment ... scheming and down- 
right malice .... If indeed any of the above still exist in tbe 
cuing, sharing Nineties.” 

The author then provides a fine number four suggestions. 

But hang on. Could the ad be a trap placed by a coalition of 
the nastier people in advertising who want to find out who 
their true enemies are - and then crash them? I think we 
should be told. 


If Sir Ian or anyone else 
wants to hire Skinner and 4 
Baddicl, fantasy footballers 
and word- smiths of the cur- 
rent England footy anthem, 
think tvrice. Jarads Herring, 
the duo's agent, was recently 
asked by a PR hackotte hcnv 
much it would cost to hire 
them. Mr Herring replied: “If 
you can afford anything north 
of £30,000, love, you’re in 
business.” 

Nursing your hangover, dear 
reader, take pity on poor Ray 
Nethercott, fanatical Uver- 
ter and md of 
its. 

Hie company not only an- 
nounced its float yesterday, 
mere hours before England's 
date with destiny. Mr 
Nethercott also arranged a. 
presentation to fund man- 
agers Fidelity at 6 30pm - 
half an hour before kick-off. 
The briefing could not be 
postponed as it was being 
beamed to the US, where 
“soccer" is seen as an effete 
non-sport for foreigners. 

Mr Nethercott said yester- 
day lunchtime : “1 thuik if I 
race through the presentation 
at 200 miles an hour I may 
just get it finished.” Fingers 
crossed that he made iL 


Chilean copper 



cuts Global link 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 

A main copper supplier has 
suspended business dealings 
for next year with Global Min- 
erals and Metals of New York 
as a result of speculation about 
its involvement in the Sumito- 
mo copper scandal 
Codelco, the Chilean state- 
owned copper producer, has pul 
on hold its contracts to supply 
copper to Global in 1997. 


Global and its president. 
David Campbell, were sub- 
poenaed last week by the New 
York attorney general to supply 
documents relating to their 
dealings with Sumitomo and its 
fallen, former star copper trad- 
er, Yasuo Hamanaka, to a grand 
jury investigation. 

Global is also helping the US 
Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission with its civil in- 
vestigation into the market and 
has been caught up along with 


several other firms such as Win- 
chester Commodities of the 
UK in inquiries on both sides 
of the Atlantic into how Sum- 
itomo’s copper trader lost 
£1.2bn over the last 10 years. 

Among the lines of inquiry, 
investigators ate seeking to es- 
tablish links between problems 
at Codelco, which lost $170m 
two years ago because of unau- 
thorised trading by an executive, 
and the Sumitomo affair. 

Elliot Sloane, a spokesman 


for Global, said: “Codelco is say- 
ing they are going to honour 
their existing 1996 contracts, 
and they are going to come back 
to the table sometime this year 
and talk about next year." He 
added: “They never renew their 
contracts this early in the 
calendar year.” 

Mr Sloane said Codelco in- 
formed Globa] before Sumito- 
mo announced Josses of Jl^bn 
on 13 June. Codelco is thought 
to be a substantial customer of 


. Global which also has extensive 
dealings with Zambia. 

Mr Soane said that Codelco 
has become wary as a result of 
speculation about Codelco and 
Sumitomo “so they decided to 
take a wait-and-see approach, let 
everything die down and come 
back and talk lo us in the fall’’. 

Two of Global’s traders in 
Chile. Carlos Derpsch and 
Owen. Guerrini, left for 
“personal reasons" in recent 
days. Mr Sloane said Mr Derp- 


sch and Mr Guerrini were 
cleared of involvement in the 
Codelco scandal, which he 
dannedwas “totally separate” 
from Sumitomo. 

“Sumitomo are still buying 
copper from Global. All our 
bankers are stiD banking us, and 
all our brokers are still trading 
us," Mr Sloane added. 

London copper traders said 
that squeezes in the copper 
market linked with Sumitomo 
may dale back to June 1988. 


Companies gain 
from new ASB 
goodwill policy 


Vendome dismisses bid rumours 


NIGEL COPE 

Vendome. the Swiss luxury 
goods group that owns the 
Cartier, Dunhill and Mont 
Blanc brands, quashed rumours 
yesterday that the controlling 
Richemont group was set to buy 
the 30 per cent of the Vendome 
shares it does not already own. 

Lord Douro. deputy ’chair- 
man. said: “These rumours 
have been circulating for a cou- 
ple of weeks but Richemont has 
made it clear that it has no in- 
tention of making a bid for the 
whole of the company.” 

The resolution was bam- 1 
me red out in a Luxembourg 


board meeting on Tuesday at- 
tended by Johann Rupert, chief 
executive of Richemont and 
also a director of Vendome. 

The announcement came as 
Vendome reported disappoint- 
ing results that were held back 
by tbe strength of the Swiss 
franc as well as string of “ex- 
ceptional events" in Europe 
and Japan. Attributable profits 
in the year to March fell 02 per 
cent to £l93m. The company 
blamed social unrest in France, 
reactions to midear tests in the 
Pacific which led to reduced 
tourism, and the Kobe earth- 
quake in Japan which destroyed 
two of the company's shops. 


Many of these events affect- 
ed sales in October, November 
and December, which are tra- 
ditionally important sales peri- 
ods for Vendome. 

The unrest caused by nuclear 
tests in the Pacific led to a sharp 
fall in Asian tourists to France 
which further damaged sales. 

Sales of jewellery and 
watches were strong though 
sales of smoking accessories 
and women's doihing were dis- 
appointing. Jewellery sales in- 
creased by 7.4 per cent Sales of 
writing instruments edged 1.4 
per cent higher. 

Sales to the Fast East rose by 
8 J per ceot. 


Liffe looks to futures 
with commodities link 



PETER RODGERS 

London's financial futures and 
commodities exchanges are to 
merge on 16 September to 
form the only organisation in 
the world that will trade a com- 
plete range of financial com- 
modity and equity futures and 
options. 

Plans for the merged market 
include the development of 
trading in wheat futures across 
Europe to take advantage of the 
expected reductions in support 
for fanners under tbe Common 
Agricultural Policy, which wfl] in- 
crease the demand for hedging. 

Daniel Hodgson, chief exec- 
utive of Liffe - the market 
famous for its open outcry deal- 
ings and the bright jackets worn 
by floor traders - said devel- 
opment of wheat futures would 
be complex. 

This would be because of the 
variations in the types of wheal 
required by bakers in different 
countries, “but there is no doubt 
it is an opportunity for the ex- 
change and it should have pan- 
European appeal”. 

Tbe merger is through a 
£l03m offer by Liffe - the 
London Internationa] Futures 
and Options Exchange -for the 
London Commodity Exchange, 
which has traded coffee, cocoa 
and sugar since 1954. 

The offer will be accompanied 
by an invitation to members of. 
both exchanges to subscribe for - 
new shares in Liffe at a price of 
£15,000 each, which will give a 
right to trade commodities on 
the merged market. Of the 
LCE’s 44 floor membere. 29 are 
from the same organisations as 
liffe members. 

Robin Woodhead, chief ex- 
ecutive of the LCE - who will 
remain as a consultant for six 
months after the merger - said. 



In foil cry: Traders in action on the floor at Liffe 


“Four years ago the LCE had 
a very difficult bmeL But we have 
had three successful years that 
have enabled tbe LCE to think 
about long-term p lannin g. We 
came to the conclusion that we 
needed much greater resources 
to maintain and expand our 
expertise." 

An outline agreement to 
merge with Liffe was reached 
last October, after discussions 
with other potential partners, in- 
cluding London’s International 
Petroleum Exchange, ended. 

The merged market wfll be 
al an expanded floor in Liffe’s 
building by Cannon Street sta- 
tion in the City, or split between 
that building and the old Stock 
Exchange floor in Threadnee- 


dle Street, which Liffe is to take 
over from the autumn. 

If the markets both fit into 
Liffe's present floor, the Stock 
Exchange floor maybe used as 
an emergency back-up. 

Mr Hodson made dear Liffe 
did not expea to m*k? any 
radical changes as a result of 
lessons learnt from the Sum- 
itomo losses on the London 
Metal Exchange. 

Mr Hodson said 40 recom- 
mendations were made last 
summer by a global task force 
on the best practice for futures 
and options regulation. 

“We looked at our practices 
in the light of those recom- 
mendations and we scored an 
‘A star,” he said. 


ROGER TRAPP 

Balance-sheet values of com- 
panies as varied as Cadbury 
Schweppes confectionery and 
drinks group and the PR con- 
sultancy Shaadwick Group 
could dnnb and earnings ratios 
fall if plans to change the ac- 
counting treatment of goodwill 
and other intangible assets pub- 
lished today are adopted. 

Tbe Accounting Standards 
Board hopes the proposals will 
defuse one of the longest- 
running rows in acquisition ac- 
counting. Its exposure draft 
Fred 12 recommends goodwill 
and intangible assets, such as li- 
cences. franchises, publishing ti- 
tles and brands, are capitalised 
as assets on the balance sheet. 

Then the general rule would 
be that goodwill should be writ- 
ten off gradually - amortised 
against earnings - but it would 
also be possible to retain goody 
will provided regular reviews 
showed no impairment in value. 

Thus would mean that ordi- 
nary shareholders’ funds would 
be strengthened - since they 
would include amounts previ- 
ously written off to reserves - 
but the return on equity would 
look less impressive. It is un- 
derstood that other interna- 
tional standard-setters are 
looking at this approach. 

The proposals — developed af- 
ter extensive consultation over 
the past three years -represent 
a significant change from 
present practice. SSAP22, in- 
troduced by the ASB’s prede- 


cessor, the Accounting Stan- 
dards Committee, allows a 
choice of accounting treat- 
ments. Its preferred approach 
-used in the vast majority of ac- 
qusitions - is immediate elim- 
ination against reserves, though 
it also permits capitalisation as 
an asset, with subsequent write- 
off by systematic amortisation 
through the profit and loss 
account. 

The ASB points out that the 
preferred approach has been re- 
jected internationally and been 
criticised for giving the im- 
pressiOD that tbe acquiring com- 
pany’s net worth has been 
depleted or even eliminated, 
and for causing financial state- 
ments lo overstate the rates of 
return achieved on acquired 
investments. 

This has subsequently led to 
companies reducing j^e 
amounts attributed to pur- 
chased goodwill by separately 
valuin'* brands ana similar in- 
tangible assets as identifiable as- 
sets on the balance sheet. But 
the ASB believes that this is 
anomalous. 

Sir David TWeed ie, ASB 
chairman, said the proposals - 
which must be commented 
upon by 25 October - pro- 
vided “a solid and constructive 
solution to a very longstanding 
problem”. He was supported by 
other leading accountants, such 
as Peter Holgate, technical 
partner at Coopers & Lybrand, 
who said they “seem to have the 
best chance of attracting 
support". 


COMPANY RESULTS 1 


TamorarE 

Pre-tax £ EPS 

DMdead 

faotoSUMMtF) 

-W 

Qfl7m((L05m) 038p(0.04p) 

n*(n0 

Ar&mtScta (F) 

2JSm (f.18ni) 

-1 68m (-1.5m) -62ft> (-6S4p) 

mo 

Bftfek BJstacfc (F) 

8.46m (3.19m) 

-25.1m (-26 An) -49Jp t-W.Bp) 

mo 

CfcWb&wpfF) 

16.1m (15 4m) 

0.0&n(-062m) QjBp(-465p) 

mini) 

HmarMeMtp) 

S04ra(77Jm} 

3.1&T1 (556mJ 



19.1m (10.2m) 

X5m pjtai) 10.7P (7.48p) 

afflpH 

fan Rattan 

257m (T98m) 

2t3mfl4Jm) 20.B3D05.37p) B.75p (7.6u) 


130m nasm) 

-7.76m RL89m) -21p (02p) 

«!■) 

Unte Intel (F) 

9a6m(918ra) 

14An (15.3m) 15.3p07.9oi 

B.4p(&25D) 

■oflteagkO) 

13.0m (B.47mj 

1.74m (223P) 15.1$) (31 810) MM „ 

KsrtadDttaRasHs^- 2a.Qm(257Hi) 

l.15m (Ofifen) 1.47pp.36p) 

0.1PM?# 

ferttag Heat ftopi ffl 

-I-) 

<L27nM-0.19m) 123p (-14.48f») 

1-2PM) 

itegmutoSctanro 

0.14m (tUEra) 

-asant-owm) -2.ipw.7p) 

ni(-) 

TBtFf 

44Jkn (38.8m) 

221m 0 7&n) 8 LBd (7.lp) 

32p(X7M 

Wmtawp? 

l^nnpJOM) 

25ftn (237m] Q277p 102770) 1024P (■) 

Wfirtw (F) 

52.6m (48 0m) 

5.12m (5.09m) 3.71p(3£4p) 

{L85p(075p) 

WMnMfF) 

-W 

11m (22m) I929p (17 480) 123&> 0 1 .450) 

(F)-Rnai flj-hrtn 




^yp j) i t j* 


% 





- — - , flJJTOftV 29 JUJ^.1999. \.,J. . . 

THE INDEPENDENT - THUBSDA3T27 JUNE 1&96 


J LJ* V&P 


-o . 


11 1 1M 


market report/shares 

Trouble brews for Allied Domecq as beer deal falters fcwiHftiM M] 
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Shares of Allied Domecq, the 
drinks group, sfitirered to a new 
low on talk its attempts to 
extricate itself from brewing 
were encoantedng increasing 
difficulties- 

The price lost 2p to 4S3p: it 
was 556p earlier this year and 
664p two years ago. 

Bass, the leading contender 
to buy Allred's 50 per cent stake 
. in the Car bfoerg Tetley brew- 
ing operation, also weakened 
-5p to 8B2p, crnty 36p from the 
afi-time hig h. 

Allied has been hit by a se- 
ries of mishaps. A few. years 
ago it lost £147m through fbr- 
e%n exchang e h ungKng; it thf ^ 1 

took a position mtheMexicsn 
market just as the peso collap- 
sed and has struggled with its 
brewing and spirit operations. 

The market bad been hop- 
ing it would execute a speedy 
sale of G-T and new cha irman 
Sir Christopher Hogg would di- 
vide the group into two, re- 
tailing and spirits. 


on and Whitehall takes an in- 
creasing interest in the brewi^ 
deal. Allied's shares arebe- 
conring increasingly friendless. 
They now yield 723 per cent 

It appears Whitehall is de- 
manding Bass should reduce its 
pubs estate and undertake to 
seD breweries and some brands 
before agreeing the C-T 
takeover. 

At least one hurdle has been 
cleared. It seems Bass has won 
over Carlsberg of Denmark 
which has 50 per cent of C-T 
The Danes are prepared to ex- 
change their half share for a 
stake in the brewing division 
Bass will create. 

Bass is gearing for a round 
of corporate action. It will 
splash out around £25 Om for 
C-T and could then move for 
William Hill, the betting chain 
owned by the stricken Brent 
Walker, or even strike out at 
Ladbroke, the betting and 
hotel group. 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


It is already relatively lightly 
borrowed. If u needs to top up 
its cash resources it could sell 
freeholds of some of its Holi- 
day Inn hotels. 

lb add to the air of expec- 
tation there is talk Bass plans 
an investment presentation in 
the next few weeks. 

The stock market managed 
to recover a little of its recent 
falls, gaining 16 points to 
3,695.5 although the support- 
ing FT-SE 250 index was again 
in ragged retreat. 

If anything, shares under- 
lined their growing indepen- 
dence from New York. As US 
shares turned red they held 
their gai ns . They have largely 
ignored New York for some 


time although there is no 
doubt a sharp American 
decline would have a savage 
impact 

By staging a modest rally 
Footsie managed to avoid the 
embarrassment of seven con- 
secutive falls, a slide which 
would be regarded as a par- 
ticularly sad omen. 

Tomkins was the best per- 
forming blue chip, up 13p to 
249p as its acquisition or the 
US Gates Corporation was 
cleared and it forecast profits 
of more than £320m and a 
9.95p year’s dividend. 

Grand Metropolitan con- 
tinued to draw strength from 
hopes of corporate activity, 
up 6 p at 425p and BSkyB 


helped by SBC Warburg sup- 
port added I2p to 434p. 

Shell rose 9p to 940p fol- 
lowing a positive New York in- 
vestment presentation. Lasmo 
experienced a late run, ending 
1.5p higher at lTTpwith talk of 
a US strike going the rounds. 

Costain was the day's main 
casualty, suspended at 39p af- 
ter falling from 70p. Danfca 
Business Systems crashed 
195p to 490p after warning 
profits would be hit by expan- 
sion expenses and would not 
reach market expectations. 

National Grid firmed to 
l?lp as Lhe second half of a tax 
efficient bed and breakfast 
deal, thought to be undertak- 
en by Prudential Corporation, 
went through. 

British Biotech, with a rights 
issue and more losses, was lit- 
tle changed at 2375p; ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett has set a 
3,200p target. Cebis edged 
ahead another 2p to 127p on 
PSmmure Gordon support. The 


shares have risen from llbp 
since the stockbroker first pro- 
nounced. Negative comments 
from Hoare hit Smith & 
Nephew, 8.75p to 200.25p. 
Goldshorough Healthcare fell 
5p to 171p as Caxenove and 
Collins Stewart raided the mar- 
ket for 9.1 per cent for hostile 
bidder Westminster Healthcare. 

NFC motored 13p to 186p 
after chairman Sir Christo- 
pher Bland purchased 400,000 
shares at 174p. He now has just 
over one million. 

Securicor fell 14p to 273p; 
Cazenove was said to hove 
placed a 500,000 line at 272p. 

BICC lost ldp to 318p on 
worries about its insurance 
cover over a Heathrow tunnel 
collapse. 

Solid State, a distributor of 
electronic components, dosed 
at 90p against an 80p placing 
price and Sleep}' Kids, the 
cartoon character group taking 
in Budgie the Helicopter, fell 
3p to 21p - a 12-monlh low. 


D Castle Mill International, 
which has had a torrid time, 
could be near to turning the 
corner The loss-making 
clothing group's bankers 
have agreed to col the compa- 
ny's debt from almost £3m to 

£850,000. 

In the recent past CMFs 
trading profits have been 

overwhelmed by interest 
charges. With its debt bur- 
den reduced it could be near 
to strengthening its tru&ig 
operations through acquisi- 
tions. The shares are 3.75p. 

□ SR Gent, a Marks & 
Spencer clothing supplier; 
bumps along at 65p, a 12- 
month low. Stockbroker Wise 
Speke points to the litany of 
upsets which have given the 
company a sub-sector rating. 
It regards the shares as 
cheap but no more than a 
hold. Fronts this year will Call 
from £tJm to £4. 6m. with 
£S2m expected next 
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When rates hinge on expectations great and small $ 


W e are richer chan ever before. 

The UK personal sector's net 
wcalLh stood at around £2^00bn at 
the end of last year - an increase of 
more than 80 per cent since 1980, 
even after allowing for the effects of 
inflation. 

Yet it has taken four years, with 
interest rates close to their lowest 
levels for a generation, to spark only 
a modest recovery in the housing 
market, and despite the tax cuts 
announced in last November's Bud- 
get, consumer spending this year wall 

rise at only half the pace reached in 
the late 1980s. 

There is more to this reluctance 
to spend money than the conven- 
tional story of job insecurity suggests. 
There axe hard financial reasons too. 
In many ways, consumers behaved 
during the 1980s like over-extended 
companies, building up the size of the 
balance sheet without regard to 
short-term considerations like the 
need to maintain some cushion 
against future shocks, such as rising 
interest rates. 

When it comes to liquidity - the 
ability to pay the bills on time - the 
structure of the balance sheet mat- 
ters more than its size. During the 
19S0s. the rise in the personal sec- 
tor's wealth was dominated by two 
factors: the housing market boom; 
and the explosion in the value of 
holdings of life assurance and pen- 
son funds, which together accounted 
for two- thirds of the increase in gross 
personal assets between 1980 and 
1994. Liquid assets, mostly bank and 
building society deposits, rose much 
less quickly than the stock of debt, 
most of which was acquired in order 
to buy houses. Later, an increasing 
proportion of the debt burden rep- 
resented equity withdrawal as houses 
became the provider of funds for ex- 
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ode holidays, boats, and new cars. All 
the while, however, the ability of con- 
sumers to cope with a sudden upturn 
in interest rates was being eroded: 
the ratio of consumers* liquid assets 
to their base rate-linked debts was 
falling , even though their total wealth 
was rising rapidly. The headline 
numbers said that consumers were 
growing ever richer, but the devil in 
the details said that they were be- 
coming ever more susceptible to 
changes in policy. When the crunch 
came, with interest rates doubling to 


subsided as would-be buyers looked 
askance at 15 per cent mortgage 
rates when average earnings were 
rising at 9 per cenL 
The subsequent fall in no min al 
house prices has been instrumental 
in forcing people to recognise the ex- 
tent to which the changing structure 
of the balance sheet has increased 
their exposure to the effects of 
higher interest rates. Consumers 
have become sensitive to a level of 
interest rates - and to small changes 
in interest rate expectations - which 


‘If markets don’t like the Budget ... the 
housing recovery could be snuffed out 5 


15 per cent between May 1988 and 
October 19S9. consumers were hit 
much harder than previous experi- 
ence would have suggested. 

Just as over-geared companies find 
it difficult to sell pieces of machin- 
ery to meet interest charges, so 
householders cannot, in aggregate, 
sell their properties to avoid the pain 
of higher mortgage rates. It is pos- 
sible for some individuals to do 
this, especially in the early stages of 
a downturn, but it is not an option 
open to everyone. 

It took a while for higher rates to 
do their work - after all, when 
rates began to rise the boom had ac- 
quired its own momentum - but 
eventually the housing explosion 


only a few years ago would have had 
no effect at all. 

The best evidence for this effect 
comes from the housing market The 
graphic (top right) shows that the 
violent swings in mortgage approvals 
over the past few years have been 
more or less entirely explained by 
shifts in the markets* expectations 
about future interest rates moves. In 
comparison, the reductions in mort- 
gage interest tax relief have had a 
trivial effect on the market. 

There are at least two mechanisms 
which explain why expectations have 
become so much more important. 
The first is the rise of the fixed-rate 
mortgage, which came from nowhere 
to capture 63 per cent of the new 


mortgage market in the second 
auarter of 1994. Fixed rates are 
driven more or less mechanically by 
the market-determined yield on 
short-dated gilts, so rising expecta- 
tions of short rates, which lift gilt 
yields, push up the cost of fixed-rate 
mortgages. This was certainly the 
case in 199 4, when short-race ex- 
pectations rose sharply after the US 
Fed increased rates unexpectedly. 
Gilt yields rose sharply, and fixed- 

mortgage rates rose by around 2 per 
cent in less than two months. 

The housing market duly plunged, 
and the share of fixed-rate mortgages 
fell to only 31 per cent by the end 
of the year. 

The second factor is more subtle. 
The markets' expectations of future 
base rates are not particularly reli- 
able. for they tend to exaggerate ac- 
tual moves in base rates in both 
directions. But because they are 
technically unbiased (unlike the 
views of economists) and available 
on a real-time basis to anyone with 
a newswire screen, they are often 
used by the media as a convenient 
guide. Short sterling rates therefore 
have an important impact on how 
monetary policy is discussed by the 
newspapers, in the personal finance 
as well as the economics columns. 
This was certainly the case in the 
spring of last year, when short ster- 
ling was discounting base rates at 
around 8.5 per cent By March 1996, 
despite base rates then standing at 
only 6.75 per cent. 

The markets noted that base rates 
had been increased three times in 
half-point stages in five months, 
starting in September 1994, and 
they expected a simil ar rate of in- 
crease over the next year. Mortgage 
demand promptly collapsed, de- 
spite the standard variable mortgage 


EXPECTED INTEREST RATES AND MORTGAGE APPROVALS 


Market implied rate 1 year ahead 

left hand scale 


rate rising by only 0.75 percent from 
its low. 

The turnaround in the summer 
was equally fast, after Mr Clarke de- 
fied requests for higher interest 
rates from the Governor of the 
Bank of England in May and June. 
The markets' view of the likely 
future paths of short rates plunged 
by more than 2 per cent and mort- 
gage demand began to recover 
rapidly. Yet acrual base rates were 
unchanged between February and 
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December. If the change in con- 
sumers' sensitivity to interest rate ex- 
pectations is effectively permanent 
(and the modest easing of the liq- 
uidity problem shown on the chart 
suggests that it is likely to persist for 
many years) then it is both a bless- 
ing and a curse to the authorities. On 
the upside, the absolute level of in- 
terest rates is likely to remain very 
low by the standards of (he Seven- 
ties and Eighties, and the increases 
which might be necessary in the 


J -40,- 

1995 -1996 - 

future to reduce the risk of inflation 
should also be much smaller than wc 
have become used to. But the flip- 
side Ls that if the markets don’t like 
the Budget in November, perhaps 
because unsustainable lux cuts are 
offered, then interest rate expect- 
ations will rise, and the housing 
recovery could be snuffed out - just 
in time for the election. 

The author is Chief UK Economist at 
HSBC Markets. 
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Princess ready 
for her Derby 


Racing 

SUE MONTGOMERY 

The focus may be on the Cur- 
ragb on Sunday, but the big Irish 
race is not the only Derby on the 
weekend agenda. The grey- 
hounds have their moment of 
glory at Wimbledon on Satur- 
day night, and before that the 
Pitmen’s version - the 
Northumberland Plate - win be 
run at Newcastle. * 

The Gosforth Park race - a 
two-mile handicap - is a Der- 
by in nickname only, but if 
Snow Princess can win it, her 
popularity with the public coaid 

approach that of ShaamiL The 
bay filly is going for a six-timer, 
and has been installed 3-1 
favourite to achieve the feaL 
The Wemsiodc family’s pro- 
gressive four-year-old, trained 
by Lord Huntingdon at West II- 
sley and to be ridden by David 
Habison, is officially one of the 
Host improved animals m the 
country, having risen 23tt> in the 
weights since she won at Chep- 
stow last October. 

Bookmakers and punters 
agree that she is still ahead of 
the handicapper. Her trainer is 
not so sure, though he admit- 
ted: “She is lightly-raced, but 
having said that, the handicap- 
per has had plenty of opportu- 
nities to look at her and she did 
face a big rise after warning the 
November Handicap at Don- 
caster last year.” 

Snow Princess, who will work 


today and tomorrow m prepa- that the racing public has lost 
ration for her task, had hexfiist one of its heroes with the sale 
tKt over Saturday’s distance at of last year's Gold Cup winner 
Doncaster m May and came Double Trigger to Saud Arabia, 
through with flying colours. The horse’s trainer, Mark John- 


beatmg subsequent Ascot Gold 
Cup fifth Latahaab by four 
lengths on her seasonal debut. 
Lord Huntingdon added: 
“Once she’d proved she stayed 
two miles, this race was always 
her target.” 

W2Be Carson's mount Celer- 
ic, who was touched off by Cor- 

radmj at Ycok Iasi time, is second 
choice in the ante-post skar- 

RJCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; State Theatre 
(Newbury 8.30) 

MB: Juwwf 
(Newbury 6-30) 

mishes at 4-1, with Orchestra 
Stall and Istabraq - not yet con- 
finned as a runner — at 10-1. 

The man in form, fOeren Fhi- 
lon, on the mark for Michael 
Stoute at Royal Ascot with 
Dazzle and second only to Pat 
Eddery in numbers of winners 
this year. wiD team up again with 
the big Newmarket yard when 
he rides Fujiyama Crest, cur- 
rently quoted at 12-1. 

Neil Kennedy, who inched 
FhiHdor home in IheScfaweppes 
Golden Mile for James Eustace 


gets his chance to shine for the 
same connections on Invest 
Wisely. 

It was confirmed yesterday 


slon, described the imminent 
. loss of the popular five-year-old 
from his Middleham yard as 
“devastating", but would not 
criticise die chestnut's owner 
Ron Huggins. 

“This was an offer that Ron 
could not have refused. It was 
just too good to turn down," 
Johnston said. “But it is obvi- 
ously going to leave a huge gap 
and, although we do stiff have 
his lull-brother Double Eclipse, 
that, I can tel) you, is no con- 
solation for losing this fellow." 

Double Trigger, beaten by 
Classic Cliche in this year’s 
Gold Cup, cost just 7,2 DO 
guineas as a yearling and has 
won 10 races and more that 
£300,000 in prize money. 

On the Irish Derby from, the 
Godolphin pair Don Michelet- 
to ana Sharaf Kabeer wiD be 
ridden by Richard Q uinn and 
John Murtagh respectively. 

The Dubai-based operation 
field one of the four intended 
British challengers for Sun- 
day’s big race in France, the 
Grand nix de Saint-Cloud, in 
the filly Russian Snows. 

Paul Cole's dual Group One 
winner Strategic Choice, David 
Loder’s Derby Itafiano hero Ba- 
hamian Knight and Paul KeQe- 
way’s Hardwicke Stakes fourth 
Lear White make up the raid- 
ing party. 



NEWBURY 


Kleren FaBon, rides Fupyama Crest in Saturday's big handicap 

Swinburn perfect’ 

_ _ Walter Swinburn could make a n 

Koya] Philosopher, making his return to race riding as early as b 
second trip to Ranee, proved next week, his father Wally said b 
test of the British quartet at yslerday. Swinburn, examined k 
Evxy yesterday by running out yesterday by Dr Michael Tbrn- ir 
a game winner of the Listed er, the Jockey Qub's chief med- tl 
Prix Lovelace. ical officer, has steadily been Li 

a typically polished nursed back to health since tl 
nde from Olivier Peslier, the suffering a broken shoulder, bi 
John Hffls-tramed runner made broken ribs and bruised lungs is 
mostand, although tiring to- in a fail at Sha Tin racecourse, 
wards the finish, he had enough Hong Kong, in February. rc 
in reserve to repel local hope “Walter has gone to see Dr m 
Supa 1 Gascon. The Rrri-Motuel Tinner today, and then he will wt 
paid a win dividend of 53-1. go to see a neurosurgeon to- fit 


W&Iter Swinburn could mak e a 
return to race riding as early as 
□ext week, his father Wally said 
yslerday. Swinburn, examined 
yesterday by Dr Michael Rim- 
er, the Jockey Qub's chief med- 
ical officer, has steadily been 
nursed back to health since 
suffering a broken shoulder, 
broken ribs and bruised Kings 
in a fall at Sha Tin racecourse, 
Hong Kong, in February. 

“Walter has gone to see Dr 
Rimer today, and then he will 
go to see a neurosurgeon to 




HYPERION 

2L00 Tregaron 230 Arctic Thunder 3L00 Ember 
330 FaBcenham 400 Surriey Secire 430 Russ- 
ian Sable 5JD0 Faraway Lass 


GOING: Good m firm (Firm bi places). 

STALLS: Suaigbt course - tersaide; lm 2f- 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Kighirhsnd course, mainly uphflj and testing. 

■ Racecourse is 3m SW of dry off A30&4. Salisbury station (lao- 
don. Wuertao-Excter Une) 3m. Boa senior to coarse. ADMIS- 
SION; Members SliiiiO; TttUsartBc £S; Come Enclosure M 
(accompanied undo'-lfeftee aU enclosures). Prim hdd uni end 
1 996. CAR PARK: free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TUB; Above Hie Cm (2.00), Samba 
Shandy (£00), Lord Jim (£30). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Superior Force (4.00) 
eon h L ing field tan Saturday. 

URK4DBCANC8 RDNNBS: Samba 9rarptr(SDQ} A HUk Doth, 
tends Coaria- (3.00) BMcMath; Barber (&00)L Cumart: Lady 
Godlva 13.30) M Potgtoeand Stfecks And Stone* (2.00) Mm 
■j^ yed acre. 151 ntflealhrmNewiniBteBtahlwinarOMk. 

I OQO I NOa CANNON MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
I I (CLASS O £7350 added lm 

1 11/40-0 AflOWIHECUT (USA)(S2) PHardj491D tMU 

2 4M044- SBQBANDS10M3(37Q) Nks J Ced493 JHd4 

3 3000-15 1REGAR0N (USA) P9) W (Bf) R AMlist 5 9 3_T feta 3 

A KWQOO SAWASMIViy|»nA>M>59UMiDwmm5B 
5 200133 DIEU0 (13) (D) M BtarebOK) 5 8 2 >(M»2 

-Sdactrod- 

fn*® M Itagerea, 94 Dotes, 9-2 Sticks And Stones, 5-1 Samba 
StafHy, 12*1 Abow He Cat 

|o on | Herbert and gwen blagr/ve stakes 

l^° U l (CLASS C) £7350 added lm Of 

1 3282-56 ARCndMMR (USA) (20|lMy Haros 59BJT Spate 3 

2 11/- BMP0 HE (B34) P HoUs 4 9 6 ItUdB 

3 02004-5 UM>JM(tl)LM!HunDnekin49e DHtetae4V 

4 1301-0 W7CMOFHrc(UBJQp4) Bite 388 MEdhyl 

5 1-23 CAMP RJU0WBI (12) J Oufop 3 8 7 T feta 2 

BEnWG: 7-4 Web 0( He, 9-4 Ando Itatar, 7-2 Edpo Re, Sd. Laid 
Jbn, 1A-1 Oatfi rUamr 

kverhj. maiden hamxcap (class n 

|OA/V| £3 | 4BQ added lm 2f 

1 0-6002 BOSTON ROCK (13) P Hare 4 ID 0 BIM17 

2 5000 P1EASTW 5TAND (80) P MaAn 3 9 8 S Saidas 2 

3 0046-06 EXHE5& R0UIMG (18) J Atefust 4 B 8 MBttwS 

4 6456-OS SPAN CHOWIS (21) R Hannon 3 98_Da*e (XNM (3) 15 

5 0400 MSCHEFSMCIG) DBsmrii398 TfetaljD 

6 0-305 R»EKRN0a£(U)MC>ann397 RNtfmU 

7 5BO-2 1AVBBBT OBXA (27) M F-Godfcr 3 9 5-_W J 0‘Caroar U 

8 004 EWBI(22)LQmrt394 PHEdday 9 

9 000006 XMRAN(DSA)(22)GBBUe494 ACMcB 

ID 200004 RACMB HAWK (USA) (M) M SOndeo 4 9 3 RPMosU 

11 0632 DBAWKiaBffC22)PF)1BeUne393JMIM$wn3 

12 54004 OSCAR BOSE (34) UK) Ftiangtan 3 9 0 OHaritonS 

13 450000- D0CKLAKK COUR6T (ZU) BMcMsdl490 IRefdlB 

14 66000 AI0RMNB SB CM) C Baval 3 8 13 DRlkCabaA 

15 000 AWWIMa^PWaayr lHq . r u mp 

16 80000 HAMKA-CWF (49) B Snen 3 B 7 MTnMMtfi 

17 450000- SUPBBBCX (300) W Mv 5 8 1. Cftdter 12 

18 000 EKMLY TCWS (20) M Clemen 3 7 10 ABnamr? 

-18 declared - 

MnhwnwdgM; 7n 10fc. True hanefcap oeifft: Tab#/ 'rtrws 7a 76. 
BETIMG: 6-1 Sna Omh, 6-1 Beaton Rock, 7-a Imaadar Dafla, S-l 
&piem Fhmtlag, Draaert: Uomaat, Tatan, 9-2 Eatmr, 10-1 c4hara 


3_3Qj CHAMPAGNE AUCTION STAKES {CLASS 

B) £15300 added 2Y0 7f 

1 1 P4UBWAM (36) PCOteS II r«rkar 7 

. 2 021 OASS DBIRICIION (17) 8 Hannan 8 4 

3 6 PHARE HN5IIIEL (USA) (39) R IMai 8 4 _JJaw OTNafl 3 

4 N0BmBDja»awiH 1 ff 

, & 6 DOONAB (10) (B) G Lme 7 13 AMalatl 

6 0 tAm GOOItt (13) M FVitfM 7 13 HCaSrt.4 

7 BSTWl.RA«JUot»710 IQeto2 

8 MU1ADK. EXPRESS JMoott 7 ID. iFPfR 

-fldadmd- 

BEnMB: Ml MimbH. 7-4 Oan Dhttacfion, 120. Lady Cmha 
10-1 OaMudr, 20-1 NaMa Han, 2B-1 PmUe Mndnl, 33-1 etten 

14001 CARNARVON AMATEUR RIDERS ffCAP 
(CLASS F) £3»500 added 3YO lm 

1 066 SCMmpq Plhaan 120. tap Scott 6 

2 313436 GBBAL HAVSI P2) T Nau0mn 11 9 _JRn J Najdbbai 4 

3 035001 SUPHBORFOBCECHDI BSwvfcntll Bpjwf fcia^y 

4 001533 SOUND CHECK n (CD) B MBden 11 1 _MbaiABnai 1 B 

5 (Q3000 CURHEKT IEADBI (XO R Hannon 11 0 MrMRfanB2 

6 140431 SM£rflECUE(139mMCtemlD13MhiiWU»6 

7 600435 BOLD BOUGH (H) (BF) B HB> 10 13 MrCDHBaK)3 

S 4-03105 NOBIMPMHir(23)QLMmlO10 MrKGoMoS 

9 00080D NM0SA (1^ S S MmMatf. fq 5 

. ‘ -9riadaaad- 

um—fc 7-2 Saatoy Seem, 4-1 Sk adar Rata. M Gaaaal Havan. 
SitSnimd Ora*, Uttaota, 10-lSetatar, 124 Mhm 

4jan| SOUTHAMPTON CLAIMING STAKES 
I I (CLASS F) £3^00 added 2T0 7f 

1 02330 GDOVERW H3HI (2D 6 Mseten 9 2 BDejieS 

2 • 0 HOBSHAN DANCER (29) BMBmen 90 SDRan(3)2 

3 3245 SK»I)W*3CS pi) R Hanoi 90 ——Dane OTNB (3)7 

4 004 ROWE (85) R Meson fa^aon SID I Balds 

5 0 MARK IX CASBEUA pq R Hanoi 8 9 RPWam3 

8 013 R1BSAN SWKE (10) M Charon 8 9 Jpdanl 

7 AmUTARFW-nanerga 0Swmey[7)4 

8 0 TOP1IIFBi(3DARtaa83 TS(arta5 

-Sdadaed- 

BEmNft 24 Gnnsfak- Ryat, 9-4 Rumba SdHi, 7-2 Spomklcia, 02 
Ratwto, 10-1 Artrdbrf, 20-1 Maria dCaaS^ 66-1 DCbm 

rg-ggi AUNGFDN HAMXCAP (CLASS E)£4>200 

added flffles 0f 

1 004 0OTUaE(U)MMa«wk4gi3 IQokai5 

2 065412 BWMNrtAS5(19(DmifldhMBfen39&Jtaw(b(fe(I)l 

3 2220-20 UJOCf REVB40E 04) Ma^n Lkece 3 94 RHartr(S2 

4 60533 ULUBEUA (SR I BaUn£3 9 2 Martin Dapr (5) 11 

5 633656 MBS MCBADGHI (83} BS)rert3 91 MTUdarttlO 

6 550006 WMJGWBT (15) 0 fetch Da4a38U DHntaaS 

7 000 AIBMJRL (34) R Hanro 3 8 7 Dme07iaMp)8 

B 534-150 COIVBCBEQUESr(G)MChamon3B5 AEdday|7)6 

9 0400 BLOSSOM DGtfOE (17) R Fnxt 383 P McCain (3) 9 

10 060056 SXHOUEIIE (20) 0 Brnr. 3 7 11 F Norton 7 

11 OQOOO 0SCRJGm5GfT(iqPBu8M»4 710 N Adam 4 

-lldadamd- 

Mdmra «©it 7a 109k fme lanolcap aelght: OscRsTa SO 6H I3 hl 
8E7TBB: 7-2 UBMb, 4-1 Lacky Smmds, 02 Fmnmy Um, 13-2 S8- 
homta, 7-1 Ha McSadfar, 8-1 ON Uaa, Canfcfce Qnest. 12-1 oOmb 


HYPERION 

S45 Wynberg 7JS Miss Souter 745 Fly Hie 
Wind &15Djais &45 Sword Beach ai5Bfath- 
tfay Boy 

GOING- Good 10 Ftrxn (watering) . 

■ Left-hand course. Run-in of 170yd. 

■ Course la SE of town near B50I7. UUnmer Nation (Dertg>. 
Crewe One) adjoins coume. ADMISSION: (Sub 115 (OAPRil2); 
‘Ibdenalb £10 (QAPa A7); Coarse £3. CARPARK: Free. 


BUNKERED FniSrr 1TUB: I Don't lUnk So (0.45), Stouerop 

(6A5), Prince Rodmray (7-16). Boom (0.16). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Home (7.46) net* J»3 mHw Sum 
Mbs UicirMk V BusHefls Mfixuthon. aside inn Tnyrtie; Prince Kocfc- 
■miy(7.]6)s«m236 miles fitrai N LampanTs Klngsbridge, sta- 
ble to Devo n. 

[g~4c] UTTDXETER MABJEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
\ £3fi00 added 3m UDyds 

I (WR2- BMKNHLI»r(3S)MaJPlran7U3 lOabonw 

ras2«j^ DANcWQArLAHUwmLfasv^enajfft^oo^ 

3 2 MIHQAVE (8) B Smat 6 11 3 CIMw 

.4 44202-2 OnOGMORC19)(V)Mkfa0er7113 DBpne 

5 004SM* GTONECKIP (39) J WiTO 5 11 3 BMou|3)B 

6 410025- SRKHIMNCEC3Q)RTIwnpt0n5113 MrJCdaiy(3} 

7 002303 WYTCB«Clfl)CasTForaM5113 sWyne 

B tngop HD0ENIUmBt(a)HHH»71012 RMamcyfflV 

9 06 I DWT1HMKS0 |8)KGea&51012 PMcinqgHhB 

10 04205 TNOSA (19) Ms L Hlchads 5 10 12 MRfchanb 

II QOW- WYE OATS (loq MBs Mmefia Wla(m7l012 RJofama 

12 50*40- SHVERBKDPO MRjm4105 KBaaia(ty 

-Xldadwad- 

BEimtt»4 awnMI Boy. MMTrtag, 02 OnlagMar.G-l Hb««K 
104 IbBOrt, DMcNgAt Laban, 121 ottaa 


I 71 c I SHJJNGHCAP HURDLE (CLASS^HEBl 

\J M .\ G) £SV450 added 2m tfUOydstSSH 

1 ppocB-2 ” mn ° pMM, ^r m nr — i — r 

2 5AQU41- BUMCnON|B2)SOoedro5U13 CRaa(l)B 

3 153040 ROMS BOOK (USA) (31) U Master 5 11 9 Dftma 

4 383146 CROIMBOO CROWN (13) P Bsen 5 11 2 WVMrttfeqSna 

5 P60035- BRBU pB) W Ctay 7 11 2 RJohmaa 

6 400060 MAROOdlWMKCCaoe 7 10 13 5W>m 

7 CVUJPV- BCfAILRmOTHE{840| ACaaDl91010iflmCD|iHa 

8 600048- MBS SOUTH} (35) MKwe 7 10 ID RDHmdyV 

9 RS- OUWBU (SB) J Madoe5 109 RStnda 

10 UB42U-3 MU»(USA)«njjQ«pnT109 Clkm^a 

U P3FOO-3 WISTIINQ GPSr (18} n H Ober 11 ID 6— JacqN Ofenr 

12 2E564-4 BRKW SWT (19) M ftsfcy Fan! 11 30 5.AM HU* (5) 

13 008005- SOWSMEKS) MnM Hereby 4 10 5 BCrtfl (3) B 

14 Q5500-5 NANDUM (13) Mss A Enttus 5 ID 5 N Mans 

15 03HS4 MOST NTHtESlnfl (8) G Jcnes II 104 ROwee 

16 305660- CARDEA CASTLE (31) J hbkrs 6 10 1 SD«k)r{5) 

17 QffiO- ARROGANT B07 (267) S Oak 7 100 HmSOadi(7) 

IB amo n»KROCMWy{7JNlanpanJ811)0__BtoaaraB 

_ |g V^ tWt — 

4fctara lQi J)w ftadaa m&K Arne** By 9ut to. Pfox 
ftrtmySaSflL 

8ElTWg:94fc^arcfloa.B-lSwaiaigr Mrta.SilMai !7aaw , 7-ima«lfa4 
Hpty, 10-2 CmnSMO Crow, MDH& 12-1 otteri 


VAJZ BURTON MAIL NOVICE CHASE r«fv1 
Ll™J (CLASS D) £5400 added 2m Tlt^IJ 

1 12531-2 MOVXC (21) (Bf) Mss Lucma V Russel 7 U S_A Ihnnttm 

2 6KW-1 Ryt1CWNDn(D)MProU113 DBri«nlar 

3 0CW4 MA11I5 IRAK. PQ P BMen 7 112 Mr RUnreea (7) 

4 2PPP-46 H2AL[8) H Uarmen 7 112 fir fi CMa Imaii 

5 043FF3- IVBBAL VM1AGE (27) K BaAy 6 11 2 ROmooOf 

6 3AJ49V- IENKILIRE (428) N Pmfta 7112 MrJMMyP) 

7 00(064 MUSIC SCORE (18) Ms Ll^to 10 11 2 RSmpta 

B 1STO33- WU(r(31)JWha!61DlJ SMea|3) 

9 01163-2 CALLMEAUlC19)MreLIMianS51D8 MRkMi 

_ g . 

BEnMft64Ry1haWal,4'lMonc,SilCaaMaAH l 7-lhMrtMVto- 

taft 8-1 Dmdya Trad. Watt, 12-1 oUm. 

o"l C l GALWAY hTCAP HURDLE TRIAL F<KYl 
L^±^J (CLASS O £5|000 added 2m 

1 3U03-2 SUNEZ(12}(D)MreNUaaJley6120 RDiaaoedy 

2 320614 EUAiSIFR) (58) J JenUrn 7 11 8 lOsbonte 

3 125043'- ®SN LANE (USA) (42Q (D) J Jaseth B 11 8-X Umnejn 

4 232140 NraRIH(})!Mfefin3 DBUdpaMar 

5 178226 HAOfEITS CROSS (D P Ecdas 8 U. 2~_JRIitURi GUaat 

6 4PSP6F- AMAZON EXPRESS (lBflWP BMW) 7 UO RJoteaon 

7 U35F-0 WUnmU2H0)KMnB»610fi AUrarahNi 

8 51113-4 OABSBBHBn-(7)(CO)ASmaa7100 .TBay 

9 25425-2 KA1ZAM (USA) (UQ p) A Cast* 1110 0 B Moore (7) 

-Sdadaed- 

AUnre lost rrw )iartEip Oastlb EftM 9al3li (Usd 

9st 5b. 

BETIMG: S-2 Dfai*, Ur4Sabai; C-lIKmidha, hyEdKh, 7-1 Ctanlo Ex- 
hU, 8-1 Haciwttc Creas, 12-1 other*. 

Q_4C| G«WVIlArE71MLffWCHASErsro] 
(CLASS Q £G>500 added 2m 

1 0F53FP- CR08UA(26)(aj)MPpe8l20 DBlt*m!ar 

2 818563 SWORD BEACH (13) Mre M Raeiey 12 11 6 PMurer 

3 11P1-12 SASKWSHBKI(12) JBNroyq)9115 DBpaa 

4 50500-2 nnwzUD(7)nHttawnl3100-HrACharia*JnaM 

-4d n dared- 

Mnrtre *tgv 10a. Hue Imtap mefgt Ftfv&xl 8B Ml 
KITW ft 84 Creart. >4 tail Beech, W SaridaTa Hare, RytaR 


aTgl BRMDLEY HONDA LIFE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3450 added 2m 

OaOfiUt- 60VBM0R BANEL (47) J O'Shea 5 11 7 RDMareo* 

3644-1 BRIHMy BOT (IB) (CD) J Jaildns 4 11 Z lOMHQWV 

PPQU4-2 BETABETCORBETT (B) B Bagji 5 11 0 MaylTma 

OJAIDS BRIGADE JHOtimon 5 110 i) Matey 

PPIXW UTTIE RMBUIM |41£) T GrertoM 8 11 0-W Hua^Anyi 

B002-5 PEGASUS BOTCU|WK«1 5 110 RGwdtty 

30- POSAM POT) Mss C Case 5 11 0 llmnrnm 

B22- PRUSSIA (31) W Qay 5 UO _RJotam 

OB- 1DP BANK (841) R HoBraheod 8 11 0_JWm S Srereft 

00- BOOST (2KQ Ms N Mauuley 4 10 9 SWjnaaB 

SHAHHNM MPpeC109 DBddGreter 




&30 Soviet State SjOOIHDw 

TOO Halbert &30 State Theatre 

T3Q frdam SOO Loute* Queen 

GOING: Good » Rim fwatsfeut). 

STALLS: Stralrfa rourec - lUnda" Mr, round coume - inttdr 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: lUKh Sv Or ur lm on stndxta coume 

■ Left-hand room 1 . 

■ Eareroumr w Muib-ean of lown near AIM . Btdhrey nauan (nernce (tum London . 
Ptrdrfinxurn) adjoins couch-. ADMISSION: Mt-mbem 1 1.1 iJirbor) qr to 21 >tan half* 
nrtcrfc ■nsiersalbi SS: Sflwr Ring S8 (GAPahdf price) CAR PARK: ttw, ptenic am 
5.1 per car ptus S3 per posiin. 


HYPERION 


Photograph: Sporting Life 


morrow or on Friday," Swin- 
bum snr said. “I’m no doctor, 
but Whiter is absolutely fabu- 
lous. I reckon he could be rid- 
ing Ity the end of next week. It’s 
the bones that have taken the 
time to repair. The lungs and 
the bones nave been a problem 
but his head is fine ana now be 
is absolutely perfect" 
Swinburn jnr has recently 
returned from a holiday in Ja- 
maica and yesterday rode fast 
work m Newmarket for the 
first time since his accident. 


12 I6P33- SUGMUT SPECIAL (80) Ms P Granfft 4 109 -Mr A PtftN* 

13 6- SPECIALIZE (47) K Bifte 4 10 9 Abroach 

14 OOD WIRE'S B8BNMQ 08) P WsbHl 510 9 Altantan 

15 C(MC ON WM Ms; 5 Wtan 4 10 4 TBay 

-lSdedared- 

BEmN&S-l&mnorDaniaL 4-lBfrtbitor Boy, S-lSkaiiiaal, 6-lPnn- 
Na, B-l FaftMOi Bay. 14J. Grentc Brt^ds, 141 othare 


Seeing is believing for owner 


TVinidad-based owner Nazir 
Ahamad saw his colours carried 
to victoiyfor the first time fol- 
lowing ViDage King's win in the 
feature Giras New Bibuiy Cup 
Handicap at Salisbury yesterday. 
“I've had winners before in 
this country but this is the first 
time I've been here when one 
has won" admitted Ahamad. 

Village King was given a 
confident ride by John F gan 
who delivered the colt with a 
late run to peg bade Generosa 
near the line. “He’s not a bad 
sort of horse and obviously rel- 


ished the step up to a mile and 
a half for the first time," said 
Hannon. “When he was two I 
wondered if he’d ever win a race 
but he's much better as a three 
year old and m look far another 
handicap, maybe over an extra 
two furlongs,'’ he added. 

Peter Walwyn sent out his 
first juvenile winner of the sea- 
son when debutante Ar m h an 
took the Weyhfil Maiden Stake. 
Despite being slowly away, the 
filly picked up leader Chili 
Concerto inside the distance. 

Walwyn was foil of enthusi- 


asm for the winner explaining 
he had entered her for the 
Lowther Stakes at York and 
Newmarket’s Cheveley Park 
earlier in the day. 

“She was the pick of Sheikh 
Ha m dan’s in Ireland last year 
and is a lovely filly who would 
probably win in a showring," 
said the Lambourn handler. 

Mister Jolson earned a crack 
at next month’s Goodwood 
Stewards Cup Handicap when 
beating Thrt And A Half in the 
Solent Premier Club Spring 
Handicap. 


HYPERION 

2J5 Nattier 245 Brutal Fantasy 3L15 Katy-Q 345 
MMQS CAY (nap) 415 Phase One 4A5 Napoleon's 

Return (nb) 5JB Gymcrak Flyer 

GOING: Finn. 9IAIX& Inside except lm 4f - ourtfe. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: (Osh from 7fuj lm 4f. 

■ Right-hand, undulating coume. 

of M6. Bus service firtim CluBde station 2m. ADMISSION: Qub 
A12 (QAPb A undw21» S0>. TuurreSa EG COM’s A mtder-2ls 
£3). CAR PARK: On rzUfl A3; remainder bee. 


W4N KK BBD FIRST TIME: Cndfsalra (2.15), DarofaE Reta- 
bow (3.15), Myeaqne Startle (115). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Deoert FraUc (3.46) 
m re rederelaa Friday; NapoLeoa's Return (4.46) *on at Ayr 
tot F rtday, Fractal GW (3.15) reoa at Ayriret Satorttay. 

RONNEBSe 080*00(3. 15) & Sfatar Aec(4.4E) 
SSSg from M Channop'g Lunbonm umMp tn Beriotarc. 


OACI UC8 CUMBERLAND PLATE HANDICAP 
I {CLASS D) £10000 added lm 4f 

1 2120-04 HOAnM LBC (8) (D) E Alscn 8 9 10 XFMon4 

2 601030 LA1UMM (U) (D) R Man 9 9 6 IFortreal 

3 2-O0O<3 GRS9 LAND (BEL) (10) (D) S IVtonr, 4 90 KDarisyG 

4 0441 Dorei nouc (B) M Jotmavi 3 85 l5e0 TMmS < 

5 664021 KVKS CAT (S| (D) I Cartwl 5 8 4 ^eO 6 Cm* 2 

B 155022 RUHU. CRCUS (8) (D) P Writer 7 7 10 JNWrieyOIS 

-6 declared - 

* Wnro iiwtfC TrIOBl Tne tenritap M/fK Rof& Qcus 7a TO. 
BETItife S-2 Dreret Rek, a-l Kk«i Cay. 7-2 Heaftnt Una, M Gnu 
LawL 6-1 LaMn, 10-1 BoyM Onare 

|4_iC| RED MILLS LADY AMATEUR RIDERS 
L-* i HANDICAP (CLASS G) £3000 added 7f 

1 363136 HrGUIBBrsnBRA&iey5U7JBreBGeMKm»g9fi 

2 24-3064 WASa£STCUJJBaiy4ii2 ItaLPrereeL 

3 410001 MMBBraurmn Daysmen 06e4JlnMCmB2 

4 245656 NWGHnr POOL (22) P bare 4 10 11-Jfts 0 KattreMf 3 

5 003544 RHUS MANOR 05} ENsui 5 10 10 MnPUna4 


RACING RESULTS 


SALISBURY 
2JM: 1. ARRUHAN (R HSb) 9-2J; 2. Ofl 
Concerto 50-1; 2. ihh W sum 10-1. 8 
ran. 4-7 Cw Royal Orchid (6di). V*. 2Va. 
(P WaMgin, Lamdown). 7M»:£&JB0; £l_60. 
£3.70, £1_30 OF: £7&50 CSF: nilM 
2JO: 1. STOA20 (Pat Eddery) M toy; 2. 
Otoera 7-2; 3. SBp RE6-1. S no. i/a, 5. 
U Gosclgi, N m wn a rti c i). Tore: CZ20; £2330. 
£180. OF; £2.20. CSF: £5.46. 



LIVE COMMENTARIES 


Carlisle 


NEWBURY (B 


UTTOXFrsro 


All ( C.H Cs£i Kr^l.l is 

0891 261 970 





3.00: X. MI5IER JOLSON <S DRMTO) 
4* 2-TW tad A Him 5-1; 3. GoUn Poreal 
0-2. 5 res. 11-4 (w Bowden Ron (dtffl. Hd, 
Va- CR HodfiOS. Somanon). Tote: £4.40; 
£1.70. £1S0. Dft E7SO. CSft £19.77. 

1. VUAGE KMB (J F EffKl) 13-2; 
2. GAfierofea 3-1: S> Bonded Over 3-L 5 
.ran.2-ltavBa-Yl»4«tou (484. Vz. 6. (RHen- 
non. East EvotBj^ri. Tote £&30; £2 jOO, 
£L50. DR £1080. CSft £24.20. 

4XXk 3. MONOmr (B DojiW 4-1; 2. 
WWwitay 8-1;. 3. Blockade 5-2. 8 ran. 
9-4 tm Refnftanst (4th). V«, 2. (I Nng, SMrv 
don). Tote: £6 l10:£2J0. £2^X1, £3_60 DR 
£1&20. CSF: £3L9& 

4J30i L BANDIT GttL U Rdd) 100-30 jt 
ter. 2. Aneh-Xo B-L" 3. Wtdte Setter 
20-1 10 rea 100-30)1 LwVedra Jones (4W). 
Hd, v*. 0 B8Mr«, KmflBCtefe]. Totes £3.60; 
£2J», £2.10, £3.70. OF: £25^0. CSft 
£27.13. Titr £131.30. 

Plaeefwe £5S530. Qtredpot: £33J0. 
Ptetn (fe £402D6. Piece 5: £10232. 

CARLISLE 

&16: 1. RED CWNB1U (G DutSaU 9-4 
Jtto; 2. DanefiB Prtnceas (Mjlfev; 3. He 
OAttBtX 12-L B rew. L 3%. (Sir Mark 
P»wc«t, Nowmartret). Tote: £2.80; £180, 
£L10, £3JJ0. DP. ma CSF: £8.01. 


2-45: L SENSE OF PRKKtITY (Ain 

Gnaies) 4-L 2. SaMarev 3-1 tav; 3. Bate 
Keel Secret 17-Z 13 ten. 2, nJt (D Itehote, 
TWaW- Tote £R70; £2.60. £2J». £3.00. 

dp m.7a csp £i&B6. Thoc £iana 

3J& ± IMPULSIVE AST (J Fbrtm) 

ll-l; 2. Power Baine 3-1; 3. HOnanenur 

10-U tw. 4 ran. 3, 2. (E Wsymea, LeyOum). 
Tote: £1280. Dft £1140. CSft £36.66. 

A4S! 1. HMEtA (G DtOaU) 7-t 2. S|»v 
bR VonSct 7-2; 3. BWsara 9-L 10 iro. 
M (av Bet Rem (4tft>. Sh-M, (i Watts, 

Rwinand). Tata: £8-30: £3.00, £l_3a 
£190. DF; £18.70. CSft £31.70. Tricrot 
£211.24. Jucr. £46,20. 

415c 1. FURY P«NCE (F LyndV B-l; 2. 
Pattaro 5-U 3. Dour* Rtey 12-1 B ran. 
7-4 tor opening Cnorus (4tt>). iv«. nk. (Mrs 
A Nng, Stratfcnl-tAHn-Auen). Tote: £1170; 
£160, £2.00, £6,10. DF: £2a70. CSF: 
£55^1 Tncase £52153, Trine £137.90. 

445:1 ROW. VACATION (J fionra) 4-1 
2. UpK 3-1 3. WkMttn Reef 74 taa. B 
rea. 2%. & (G Moore, MdOaham). Me 
£530: £2J0, £L90. Dft £5 l70l CSft £3537. 

6J5: 1 TONGS CAY (Mr J CUUy) 10-11 
tor; 2. Qrcy GaJaaa 9-4; 3. AncAorena 
3-1 4 ran. -M l 6. P Caldml. Warrington). 
Mae £190. Dft £180. CSft £3.25. 
tecfcpot: Not vw^ £8390^1 carried ftwad 
to Sasstxjry today. 

Ptecapoe 0.72330. Quadpot: £622.60. 
Place B: £1138. la Hen & £747.77. 


1 0250*04 

2 4-04006 

3 S22-CD 

4 »CTn 

5 6052 

BETTW&S-™ 

14-lNMbrart 


WALTON MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £4^200 added 6f 

WJ^nOIBtSUIE (20| J Eva 4 9 2 RUn*i4 

PMWHHBR(EgTEawity 390 . K Patty 1 

M4RWO STBgl (8B) P Evans 3 8 9 IFMumS 

wnntM)attAtewti3fl9 qhmh 

MdUv l 7-2GirelMaMr l 4>lCia46Hini l 92MaiS05tlwA 


I O' At I CUBBEW SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£3^00 added 2Y0 5f 

1 1 8BJIRLIN«nsy{28)(qNTHto94 JLMay2 

2 524 NO BUSH (21 J BanySU ICmqBI 

3 30 TAOME g2) pF) P bens 8 6 IFDrtm3 

4 neymucHUBbtvBfi j:n«a(3)4 

-4dedared- 

tenm 4-6 Bndamalaq, 314 Taorea, 92 No taa, 20-1 Itoa^p Teach 
19 4E| LADBROKES LUCKY CHOICE HANDICAP 
L^™J (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3YO Sf 

1 265461 FftGQ0ISGH.e)nDMteaiDO(7ai)_lkBrelUbRp)9V 

2 000200 MMSEr Here (3) C fiatust 9 7 JUtareadySS 

3 061004 OSHBUDCI(qnMQreron9 3 PPHapterai 

4 36005) BflflftJUU) (UB(D]P Bare 9 ft ■■■■,.,. j Rmiro 8 

5 2361-04 KAIT-Q (10) (D) P Cahcr 3 9 —M Bin* 7 5 

6 150000 PHARMKTB J07 (XT) J 8 5 KR*a3 

7 0460-00 tMNCM6RMB0W(23){IRMCaireds84JIMMd2B 

8 OOOC5& MffinQCF5MEggjP)SV«artaB0_JlVVlto<(3BB 

9 600000 600DTDWJtBfi)TEteiBt*711 lltett«4 

-Sdedared- 

9EITIfi:9-4Fredcroad,7-2aKreaa k 4-ll(tey4tUM)attorete*L 
9-lflNMNP.M Nareelfs Joy, 8>4 OrodaglteMMU 50-1 odwc 


8 400054 PmSE0«(20)J6re6IO9 H»H»Janw5 

7 0-24004 SK98inB£0ME(B)nTEarety3106JHNADeBWft)7 
- 7 dedarad - 

B£mM& 3-1 Hy Canary, 4-1 Hns Mmor, 9-2 IWdsn Foiy, 5-1 Wa»- 
Uret, 1M N»«My ItoM, 7-1 Steer WetaM, KM Phase One 

A Ac\ RAYOPHANE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
L™l £4^200 added 3YD lm 

1 161015 StSURACT(lO) (D) (B!) M Oreiro 9 7 P Ihapby (3 7 

2 414204 G8EB)GEM0a](2QSVaros92 K Daily 6 

3 325014 SOCBY GUK. (M) (□) C Ihonoon 6 10 DeMMdteeroS 

4 140000 AUmZh(lQj6arei88 KUiI 

5 000504 teUMmpojCKIJWswBl G cart 3 

6 440240 SICS saw GftMdflJOTteiBl .GDufleMS 

7 000000 GBHWLJS PRESENT USJPWW 7 11 BMW(S1 

8 003001 NMUE0irSHEnMNn<D)AKagsai7injBare«(7)2V 

9 00000- N0M0flEHASSL£(24qLteUFtocto-71O-.TWBw4 

-9 dedarad - 

Mnttun Mgfc 7a 10b. 7h» ftamftte nejghc No Mw Wet* W 1ft. 
BEnwa 114 NapoMoali Rsbn, 34 Sodaty Gfel, 7-2 Stator tel, 92 
Oraca Gan, 6-1 Jnproar, 10-1 No Mere Itada, 16-1 oVwre 

cTel CARLISLE CLUB UMITB) STAKES (CLASS 
l==J F) WSO added lm 

1 002015 IMSSClttnE(24|fQTUH694 

2 20-3400 GHICKMl FUER (2B) m G Hotees 5 9 2 KFterel 

3 MO URDUS TVMNT (98) Mre A Swtanii 3 8 9 JMrel 

4 2-4224S OOmC(ltl)£f ttrtPB5CiH386. GDAU3 

- 4d«4Bred- 

8EniNG:UJ06)aKnfenyre,94QeddBC3-llBtiCliafieil2-11Mi 

Tyrete 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS P Chapple-Dym — 37 mum (nun 

US rurmrts jehr# a suerew ratio uf 25.9*i and atom to all Imlaikr of £137; K 
Baaaoo — 33 winners, 444 runners 73V -62II7.M; JGoretai — 31 winners, IlS 
rnnncis, +£46.14, P Cole — 19 winners, ITS nmnen, 10.7V 4-1 rjJCL 

■ LEADING JOCKEVK FW1 Eddery— 44 wumm, Sfi-lrides, 1C.7V JCdlO; LD«4- 
lerl — 38 winners. 2in rides, IK. IV -S40.OB; W Canoe — :H winners, l^JI dtitt, : 
15.4V -SKI "1; T Quinn — U7 wtanent. '^37 ntles, 1 14V -4 W.«. 

HUNKERED FIRST TtMDS: Swereertrm Special [8.001. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None 

1DNG4U8TANCB RDNNQS: Double ARert |K30] has been wM —17 n4m tw H JriaHun 
&r»a Mrtfctaa. Nonti TodetBtr; Fwtiuowir leap (7JIP) acre JOl nrta by Mire L ShUte 

firaaGolun. NanhYretetorci. 


ICQftl POTHUNTERS/RA1NSOW TRUST MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £Srf»0 added 2YD e&g 6f Peradty Value £3350 

1 JUHKVEN {9eidi Essa Dn SUboM fl Knvn 8 U Itlltfrt 1 

2 ETTntVCSSCE (The GoH Brete SpOate (2Jt R rixmon 8 11 .-Dana OTNfl n 2 

3 NAMMQ WEST (USA) ntABdufcft) HCedBll MBrtrl 

4 2 JOWW (B) (Bf) (Hanran 41 MaKoumi W R (ton 8 11 —EMMS 

5 0 MKMUKUC (42) (Ms ftger Haery P WBkqn 8 11 DHoBredl 

G REHEMSM.(nqmuCyaslCCi3ran MRetretaO 

7 SOM POP (HE) IA J RdaB) C Bnian B 11 I Do* 7 

8 SOWETSniEfUM) (R EShcsbi PCropB-tyanB 14 I Add 3. 

-Bdadared- 

BEIIWG: 7-4 Sartrt saw, 9-4 Rewmc W uy 1-1 Jww4. a-l Harewro Nre taw, ]M 
Soda Pep, 20-1 otbare. 

199> na comspon&nt hk* 

FORM GUIDE. 

Peter Cftappie-Hvam wm almost ccftamAr Be Deung a useful contender here in SOVIET 
STATE after wremg here w«n de Mo-year-oUs Dayttfa hi DUrt. Rwen Master end Ocean 
ftoso das season. The oner pee are owned 6y Room Songster and de pad 275,000 
doflaa lor 5owei Stare, who & by Nureyev out of useful inner Abserma and a tfteretaw 
a brother id tne smart Donong Dissident, juwirf, by MuKaM out of a speedy dam, went 
undei by only hai a length to Close ftetatme n a Nottm^iam mahxn M0tt days ago of 
ter artemptuig to mate al, Close R«ajve proOaUy won tfiat because of an edes m e»- ; 
penerce. having prevtausly run second to Tuscany m a Goodwood marten wtucfi mariteti 
the debui of suDsequent Woitev winner Mabdene. RtefianJ Hannon runs Aire Sevan and 
E i r nr ve ic e nc elaattodi may need more tree and HareyCeeffaneagoiner Haei B t K Were 
seems mare fikeiy to fl^jre. SalecMen: SOVIET STATE 

|'7/Vt | KINGSTON SMTOI HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6*000 added 
L!=rj 5F Penalty VMM £4J75 

1 3050 MACK MMLffC) (Say Qrt) JEteaca 3 100 MUM] 

2 130000 BMKUS (W) (Ifl 0 Rwellno Humeian B 9 12 JHrertrenl 

3 200620 MWJnHW(D(l8iQMrt RBHEftetnerteplElttiMer4 910 TSmkaS 

4 5032-1 SIEPON DBOAS (23] (D) (Dwi FMwhte M F-Godey3 99 Flyw*(5)7 

5 006050 HMRBir(17)n{TBaMP8tamne7BG .-ORMcOdeSV 

6 6300 IftBtMIT SOCBY (USA) HE) (Dun of DMiHhre) J Tois 3 9 6 SSaadm4 

7 3224-52 eUNOteF(H)PGliMelJ*rakl3 90 -.TQukatS 

8 560346 FEMtEBIDNE 1ANE M (P) IT> PUia) MB! L SlUal 5 8 13 0(MUV 

9 000060 MMI BMmiE) fCO) (IJteBss) Witer 108 12 OBad l M8 

10 (M3S5SO JOHN OMSIMS (£Q (CD) (Pna A tarerl ite A Krig 11 B 10 MRotertaB 

-lOcMared- 

■EflMG: 5-2 Stap Oa Dagre, 3-1 CtH CMte 6-1 Bangui, 6-1 Mttba Man, 7-1 Made MPA 
12-1 KMbact, 14-1 ad awa 

1995: Txi Banana 4 10 0 W Names 5-2 [H Candy) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A rs north paying tdoser attention to the three-yaw -oids bi aft-Q#ta handicaps Iram now 
on, BU n the instance < may be bast to rely on the n-year-oU mare BANGLES n a 
race mat just lacks me usual compewwe edge of a Newttiay apnm. She won off a sm*- 
lar nurk over five furtongi on tea ground at SaUsbuy las August and then ran wed un- 
der ioa m a Nottingham hanrecap id be thud of 24 to Cnadwel HaL FeattreratHMi 
Lane (13th) reopposas on 9fb worse terms and Bantus shaped by no means oarfy on 
her reappearance when tenth of Id to Sir Joey at SaHstuy 16 days agx bebig 0ven an 
easy ume through the dosing staffs. Mqpc Mel b a three-year-old conceding weight, 
but he has recent* shaped wtut mare premise then ha Bevedey and Windsor fi rusting 
posnms rra0s suggesL Maflbu Man has so far shown Ms best fdmion tne aR^ -weather 
and Step On Doges has o bit more to do alter dead -heating m a rules' maiden at War- 
wch three w rote affj. Soil, she wasn't uitbnoed tor that seasonal debut and she has a 
gpod apprentice on top. Clan Chief showed good speed in races at two years and it must 
hare encouraged commons whan Iw kept an wel to fIR secern spat bahM BowcMte 
Grange n a 14-runner handicap at Ungitte Iasi Saturday. "ntnrilmr BANGLES 

|73A| CfTY INDEX MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £8,000 tClTVl 
a tided 2YO ffflles 6f 8yds Penalty Value £4370 L^1Z_J 

1 WWH URHT (USA) IConolar Ptmasnp) Lao tironglnnBU DHmtsonS 

2 CRYS1N. CROSSMQ 0RE) (R E San^feO P Chappb+li«n 8 11 1 Raid 7 

3 MfflQlA (OiAeton Etywie) W Mib 8 11— RMURre3 

4 HG TRS DRIVE (USA) (OrcTOtef PCcfeB 11 TQrtBB 

5 WDMI (USA ) fttend an AUtoteinl Mayit W R Hem B 11 RHbl 

6 24 KUSWttKfflBW5(lDlOiaitalnjw)Mi>nff WMMcCbiinacfcBll MMk5 

7 4 OM3MGHTW1IH YOU (24) (Dw* D Ore) M MuMm-GcxllEyS 11 F Ljwdi (H 2 

B 42 RABKMHONB (DE) (13) (N Hqyes] R Hamm 8 11 M Eddery 4 

9 SANTAROSAptS(C)rt)ilTlphnaJDljrep811 JSmkBlO 

ID tWteiSNSlPanOtoTuiteMMhniieteiWBMeetaiBll-., ADn«to9 

- 10 dedarad - 

1S95: Daring Hama (USA) 28 11 LDedw new DGosdsn) Uon 
REM CUBE 

emsm. CROSSING b another fltoly-looMng debutante to Peter Chappie-Hywn. This 
fiiyis by Reya Academy out of a dose retebre of Amannda, who had Minding pace, arel 
Favondge. Paul Cole's neueomer. Fig Tree Drtre. b by MBwoM wtd s wen related. Die 

dam a a suer to a Hollywood Derby rtnner as «rei aa the smart Upper Nda. Mn Ainawa 

was te cond ” ito ®r* Hem statue m bn year's correspond r\g race and the stable's 
reprrawiiaiiw Baton could be decent She a by Dapr out of a dam (won ArrontWan 
1.000 Gunew) ftom a exjd South Ameifcan family. Sente Ron to le&tBd to some speedy 

a hart-sister to Brtan Meehan's Homs 
RW8B - w« »» a Mumbling Moch 10 ttre newcomers, 

sne has made the name at maidens at Goodwood and here aid stolid agan gn a rood 
account even On extra furtong might be needed. Selection: CRYSTAL CR059NG 

fRjOOl 12!®“° WANDKAP (CLASS D) EGfiOO added fckVI 
LziZlJlJ fBles lm 2f Penalty Value £4j663 I 

J TOHAlHISII»Mpai)8)UCRB)CCy»4100 TSpretol 

2 41fM«) |rtiwM'w»L>fa.a..^ lll u wlnl11t1 Pn (TTWI fP ~I 

4 imS? — PrtEdrtyB 

* MMW! DANCER p7)g))nhelalemaBfWnEte)irtSDoir4 90 SSiretasB 

r 22S^S2^^ M ^^ nafcWMlsPDu, " ,fl58:13C,ta * waB 

5 SrSJf [Bff) (D) Pbmtoi AlMarewii J Gosden38 11 RWt4 

k Fiyitterai 


a ““SSS W Wj Sagmt PPBPPMHPH13 B ID l(Wd6 

ID 561000 PlDBtCg te CWEF (22) gbyrt ^ o y SSmj 

l9B5c Lagmtey lm 5 9 7 D rtereon 4-1 Bod Humngdon) B an 
_ FORM GUIDE 

She made her debut, finishing tonh. 
irmr w^Cihrn^r? 31 ^ °? tt ^ 8fl ^ rlast )™ r She « out of a aster to El Gw 
Steffn T in 0,1 quTO “ fwoed ana has been 

3"®*: on the other hand, has done Gey hefleway 

praud. ITus 6JV »ws a dsappoinang matdan with Ken hory at three, but she (Wowed uo 
wis wah a good third to Stacyack and King Of Tines 
*a» SWBN8 DAirarew was rttown^S 
a ng i st a ^ tl 0,1 SJmon Qow reports tnar tne efamMer of Ranbow Qnp-a 
S TfSST 0 S “”° *^!lP e !?2? om l* lol>lems and now tha she nas apparently tSr« 
S fate"' Mte Herefrirem is a maKteS^wrerw 

w ^ 10 ®*to Aa at Vbmoutn af- 

h lrt ' and * prol3oU y on the summer aw«. 
Tr^ IS a hatf-sea^ a ma mutfr rmprowd 5Q>W Merit and the dam b a gw m 

^ s'* «*) 0 d when fifth of S? 

5,10 sft<w * cl a * aM| V h 0 mie maiden at 
Doncaster tast ulumn, finishing fourth to Overruled. Selection: SHINING DANCER 


1 added 3Y0 Lm 5f 61yds Penalty Value £4^370 

£0-11 D0(Mt£ AQOIT (17} (R W Hi^gns) M Johnson 9 7 

ss aBBsaaBsefraa? — — = 

534ia BIlDfF (2(8 (James Bom) S IMtems B 4 J 1 

■W® ™«te£(M)UCSm«IBre»g94 _ 

003464 ROBAN (USA) (30) Ortndan A Uatauifi N (RtiHnQn 

(WO 

(»6 SEAireOUS? SWMY (80) « M R 


CysDCpparBU. 


M Motets 8 

tea ONTO 0)1 

IRBM4 

— PBtEdrtylD 
-PMcCaba (3) 7 

-WRyae2 

RHBbfi 

M«iS 

T feta 3 

MTMtattB 


ID CWW42 (MHl^ t reiflBTOllta l (OT^jg at S 

KTTW&M DMtal Agrtt, 5-1 Semalri B-1 Vtead Os**- tiumi 

ftrsta KM. Suta Theatre, 12-lDUwn 'terser, 74 MMT, B-l 

1995; oat, Stan©t (USA) 3 9 4 M 16-1 (Mas Qay Wmay) 9 bi 

I VBLED DANCER ks a filly in her first handicap and tire we iw Hwh nnrh.nf m 
gressne stayer Hve ire- m**™ pushed m beat a pre- 

steymg type m mardans mflSas notad*SSi^^^S^ Potentad 

Newmartiet maulen wen by Afchta at NownSrSr ” HIS f 
wrm and the Harms arwfaSte ^ ^ 

aJl fei improvetnem r Nm. Ha fbOowed upSxter a aSoen** 

ctiys later, being dnren dear or Satska. Thara™^™ no »«e 

not art run eauafly as vm. at the a taomde pip should 


ns recent tttsappofoUK Satebrey form brirM H no cannot leave 

way he kept up tne galop when fourth to Temptress r I* h 316 ® lay 

6M Eege ws fifth end may be 

Staarerote Stetey an 

fSWI uSLgg iCLASS ^ ^^50 added lm Penalty 

2 s: sxsisaaKs^ti 

B CH3010 MNBOFFaUtiamaftJSBAJiMR.IRS 

7 213 roUESrotUjmsteMMBhanrreOBrfcla^ 

B 620-430 KWrt«[US«ei7)(mS^ 

-Sdadared- — TW«* 

1995- Suia 3 8 8 w Caron 4-S (A Sewart) 4 ran 

FORM OWE 

POUNESSO « a srapey son of Poltei Precedent rod he is Uely u mrtre-™.-^- 
nare seen so tsUfc won a 16-nmner Ripon mahtoi m Aprfi^ thenk^^^? L!2 
teen, retonng (rwn a hra- month absence, he was tnw to 

! HeiresDvroanhtedebut^iheNotlinghwnnmshogMrwMBw^Ir.Srr??"^*"- 

Of Peru caid be fanned rf forBwnTwTpar ItmmSSZZSi 

tune, whle Terte Am Pomrees hate from dw Ore Bmitewrt 

was batot seven to Bal Hartw as Epsom makfoPherStehdePi^L^^L.^ 

susehi andwjlt be bener to her Epsom fifth to Dor^Wo^Z^iS £5^ 
fim dtfi»berng heu up. She Drew a tsar* last year hut ml be pto»d m 
John Dunlop who has pteray of onions with his Inteedee tf tteEunW 

lytyvrtnrwgtet yWs VWndBor Castle States al Ratal Ascot PmfcW k 

up agrtist ■ frcm a moderate dtaw in the Royal Hwu Cup. Seteetioi B Pourl^S 
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sport 


WIMBLEDON ’96 


Seles falls 


by the 


wayside 


GUY HODGSON 


» There have been 
times at Wimbledon 
ihis week when it 
seemed the words 
women and surprise might nev- 
er come in close conjunction 
again. The impression was whol- 
ly wrong. Just when it seemed the 
lop players were sweeping every- 
thing out of their path, Monica 
Seles stumbled, recovered and 
then fell out of the tournament. 

The No 2 seed, winner of 
nine Grand Slam titles, was 
beaten 7-5, 5-7. 6-4 by Katari- 
na Studenikova. a shock un- 
derlined by her opponent's lack 
of pedigree. The Slovakian had 
visited the All England Club 
three limes before and on each 
occasion had been beaten in the 
first round. Yesterday the world 
No 59 shattered what had ap- 
peared to be the rigid pre- 
dictability in the women's game. 

Instead of being overawed on 
No 1 Court, she fought like an 
alley cat against Seles, who was 
playing in only her second 
match at the All England since 
reluming from a four-year ab- 
sence caused by her lay-off of- 
fer her stabbing in Hamburg In 
April 1993. 

■ Studenikova combined a mix- 
ture of power and guile, drawing 
the strength out of her oppo- 
nent's shots with sliced backhands 
and then going for winners with 
thumping blows on the other 
wing, Normally it is Seles who hits 
the comers; this time it was the 
slender 23-vear-old blonde at the 
other end of the court. 

“I had chances to close out 
the third set zillions of times, 1 ' 
Seles said, discounting any sug- 
gestion that a halt for rain in the 
decider might have disrupted 
her rhythm. “1 felt I wasn't go- 
ing for shots. I was waiting for 
her to make mistakes and that 
didn’t happen. Her tactics were 
better than mine." 

Asked why she kept return- 


ing to Studenikova’s backhand 
which was causing her so many 
problems she replied simply; "I 
don't know. I made many errors. 
I have to learn from them.” 
Seles defeated Studenikova 
6-1, 6-1 on the way to winning 
the Australian Open in January 
but June has been a bad month 
for a player who admits to a 
timidity that was not there be- 
fore her enforced break. In 
Paris she lost in the quarter-fi- 
nals and now she has gone out 
in the second round, her earli- 
est departure from Wimble- 
don. Her only success was last 
week's win at Eastbourne, a 
humble crumb of comfort 
Not that Seles did not have the 
chance to extricate herself from 
the court where she lost to Zina 
Garrison in 1990. In the first set 
she squandered five successive 
games from a 5-3 lead and in the 
decider die led and 4-2. Stu- 
denikova continued to go for her 
shots, however, breaking twice, 
the second time to 15. Seles' fi- 
nal stroke, a misdirected double- 
handed forehand down the line, 
forced by the weight of the reply, 
was a cameo of the whole match. 

If Seles 1 defeat was a huge 
shock, there wen; tremors in the 
shape of defeats for two other 
seeds - Amanda Coetzer and 
Irina Spirlea. ranked I4th and 
15th in the women's event 
Coetzer, from South Africa, 
has a nickname, the “Mighty 
Atom", which probably owes 
more to her size than to her ex- 
plosive tennis although she did 
reach the semi-finals of the 
Australian Open and reached 
the last 16 at Wimbledon two 
years ago. Yesterday she was 
split open 7-6, 2r6, 6-3 by the 
American Meredith McGrath. 

Romania's Spirlea had the 
distinction of being the only seed 
to drop a set until yesterday but 
went one better, surrendering 
(h 3, 2-6, 6-4 to Argentina's lues 
Gorrochategui although both 
upsets should be put in the 
context that neither seed had 



Nail-biting: Monica Seles contemplates defeat on No 1 Court yesterday 


beaten her opponent before. 

The prize for the most one- 
sided match of the day had to 
go to Alike Huber’s 6-2, 6-1 
thrashing of Pam Shrive r which 
was the sort of contest that 
would have had boxing specta- 
tors baying for the promoter's 
blood if anyone had the gall to 
put it in a ring. 

The Centre Court crowd is 
just about the easiest in the 
world to wring a sentimental 
tear from but even this lot can 
recognise ancient hemp when 
they see it, and although they 
gave Shriver sympathetic ap- 


plause at the end there was a 
definite “goodbye and don't 
come back" feel to it We like 


you Pam, but not that much. 

The American was never the 
most sprightly thing on two 
legs even in her prime but a few 
days before her 34th birthday 
she resembled those super 
tankers that lake 20 miles of 
ocean and half a day to change 
direction. Huber, the fifth seed, 
merely had to switch the play 
from left to right and the point 
came to an embarrassing halL 

As a finale yesterday, Shriv- 
er achieved the equivalent of a 


golfer swinging and missing on 
the 18th tee, making a double- 
fault with a serve that bounced 
a few feet in front of her and then 
bounced over the net. “So that's 
h for me on Centre Court,” she 
said. “A ping-pong serve. I 
wouldn’t have minded hitting an- 
other one just to prove I could 
actually hit one over the net” 
Shriver exchanged glances 
with the referee, Man Mills, as 
rite left the court confirming 
what they both knew: her days 
as a singles player are num- 
bered. “We both sort of looked 
at each other,” she said, “and 


Milligan’s marathon Giant-killers march on 


JOHN ROBERTS 


There were some no- 
table winners in the 
jjgSfegr men’s singles yester- 
day - Boris Becker, 
Michael Such, and Luke Milli- 
gan. whose amazing adventure 
continued when the 19-year-old 
firm Middlesex advanced to the 
third round after winning his 
second five-set marathon in 34 
hours. 

Milligan's victory guaranteed 
that Britain would he repre- 
sented in the fourth round for 
the fifth year consecutively. His 
next opponent will be a com- 
patriot, either Tim Henman or 
Danny Sapsfnrd. 

Having defeated the Swedish 
Davis Cup player Jonas Bjork- 
man on Tuesday, Milligan sur- 
vived a battle of endurance 
against Nicolas Lapentti, of 
Ecuador, 6-4. b-2, 6-7, 6-7, 6-1 
in three hours and 46 minutes. 

Until this week. Milligan had 
not won a match other than in 
satellite and Challenger events 
and his world ranking. No 278, 
was 244 places beneath Bjork- 
rnan's and 192 below LapcnttTs. 

Milligan eventually tri- 
umphed yesterday by converting 
his eighth match point - an hour 
and 50 minutes after his first - 
and during the final two sets the 
players look turns in hobbling 
about Court No 13 with cramp. 


The scene had been alto- 
gether different in the third set 
Milligan, swift to assert himself, 
led 6-5 and had two match 
points on his opponent’s serve. 
Lapentti saved them, and 
forced a tie-break. Although 
Milligan recovered from 1-5, he 
lost tite shoot-out, 5-7. 

ln the fourth set, Milligan led 
3-1 and 5-4. but was in pain from 
the cramp in his left leg took salt 
tablets during a change-over. He 
was broken when serving for the 
match for the first time, two 
double-faufts contributing to 
his problems. 

There was further drama af- 
ter Milligan broke back to 6-5 
and called for the trainer, who 
told him, “I can't touch you." 
Grand Slam rules do not allow 
treatment for what are regard- 
ed as injuries associated with 
conditioning. 

Although Milligan reached 
his third match point in the next 
game, Lapentti erased it with a 
forehand drive, broke for 6-6, 
and woo the tie-break, 7-3, to 
level the match. 

Lapentti requested the train- 
er after Milligan had taken a 2-0 
lead in the final set but could 
only be given tablets and advice. 
He was warned for delaying the 
progress of the fourth game as 
Milligan continued to dominate. 

Serving for the match for Lhe 
third time, at 6-1, the Briton 
double-faulted on his sixth 


match point and netted a fore- 
hand on the seventh, before fi- 
nally bringing relief to himself 
and the spectators by delivering 
a winning backhand volley. 

Colin Beecher, from Kent, 
became the first of Britain's sec- 
ond-round contenders to fall, 
losing to Italy's Renzo Furlan, 
6-4, 7-5, 6-2. 

Becker, the No 2 seed, made 
an uncomfortable start to his 
matrh against Tbmas Carbonell, 
finding himself a set and a break 
down against the Spaniard before 
raising his game to win, 4-6, 6-3, 
6-4, 6-1 “He's a very tough play- 
er,” Becker said. "‘For 10 or 15 
minutes he doesn't do much, and 
all of a sudden he hits winners 
off great serves. He made some 
amazing shots to break me." 

Such, the 10th seed, caught 
up with the rest of the top half 
of the draw by winning his first 
round match which tad been 
suspended overnight Play re- 
sumed with Stich leading the 
Dutchman Sjeng Schalken, one 
set all and 4-1, and the German 
did not delay in completing 
the victory, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1, 6-1 

The ninth-seeded Thomas 
Enqvist was eliminated by the 
American MaliViai Washing- 
ton. 6-1, 7-6, 6-3, but then the 
22-year-old Swede has hardly 
set the place alive, his win 
against the Canadian Albert 
Chang in the first round being 
his first in three visits. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Sheipa Tenzing must 
have felt it after he 
planted the flagpole 
and boiled up the 
billycan for his boss. The main 
job had been completed but 
there was still work to be done. 

That sensation will have 
touched the American slingshot 
victors of the first round when 
they emerged to carry on the job 
yesterday. Jonathan Stark and 
Doug Flach accounted for Jim 
Courier and Andre Agassi re- 
spectively on Monday, but were 
faced with more prosaic oppo- 
sition second time around 

Both men were shunted to 
the backwaters, dismissed to the 
adjoining courts No 8 and 9 
where, uonervingly, players can 
hear bursts of applause all 
around but still know that none 
of it is for them. Even at this ear- 
ly stage of the tournament, 
pale, dusty patches are spread- 
ing around the baseline and lit- 
tle, broken-off tufts of earth 
have to be flicked away from the 
service area. 

Stark and his opponent, 
Mark Knowles of the Bahamas, 
are well over 6ft tall and if you 
were introduced to them m a 
bar the first word that would 
come to min d is “sir". The pair 
would have made good book- 
ends for the Great Whlf of 


China. On court, however, ten- 
nis players tend to disprove Dar- 
win's theory of evolution, 
surviving on a banana and wa- 
ter diet we associate more read- 
ily with our near relatives in the 
trees. Stark brought a bunch on 
court and washed it down with 
alternate swigs of water and 
Coca-Cola (you would not have 
wanted to be near him m the bus 
queue back borne). 

Big men invariably mean big 
serves and one phrase that did 


title, ft may have helped that she 
was called Martina Navratilova. 

The name Flach is also bet- 
ter known in doubles sur- 
roundings. Doug’s older 
brother, Ken, was an outstand- 


ing men’s doubles practitioner 
who won the title in SW19 


twice in the late 1980s. So 
strong is Ken’s connection with 


his old partner there are prob- 
ably still those around who 


not crop up consistently in the 
courtsiae cheering was “good 


courtside cheering was “good 
rally”. Knowles started the 
match in a bandana, and looked 
as frightening as an Indian 
about to descend on a circle of 
wagons, but by the end the 
headgear was more a bandage 
for battered pride. The short ex- 
changes were invariably set- 
tled in Stark's favour as he 
moved to a 6-2, 6-1, 6-2 success. 

It would be a surprise if 
Staik played someone he was 
not on first-name terms with in 
the next round. It has been 
Christmas-card opposition so 
far, as Courier is a friend of tang 
standing and he has won a 
doubles tournament with 
Knowles. But then the all- 
American boy is very good at re- 
lationships. Last year be met his 
mixed doubles partner for the 
first time just five minutes be- 
fore they were due on court 
here and went on to win the 


ably still those around who 
think his surname is Flach- 
And-Robert-Seguso. 

Flach went on a tour of the 
capital’s rights on Tuesday, stu- 
diously avoiding the London 
Dungeon in case some dis- 
traught Agassi fans were still 
around. This was a Groundhog 
match from the Gist round with 
Jared Palmer, like Agasi, blast- 
ing away in the first set before 
deteriorating. Flach won 2-6, 
6-3, 6-3, 6-4. 

Afterwards he outlined how 
his life bad changed in the last 
few days. '‘It’s been really wild," 
he said. “I called my Mom af- 
ter the Agassi match and CBS 
was in her living room." He did 
nor mean the channel was 
showing on her television. 

Flach has been shaking 
hands, giving interviews and 
fielding phone calls with great 
grace and treating the whole ex- 
perience as a compliment He 
dearly has some way to go be- 
fore he can be considered as a 
top sportsman. 
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TODAY'S RESULTS FROM WIMBLEDON 


TODAY S ORDER OF PLAY 


Latest scores 
and result 
Today's 
completed r 
results k 




Getting ihere 
Order of play 
Weather outlook 


Booking tickets for '97 


I Diii Ifu atwv* number irom a handset 
! f/nlttl ft} d u> machine and choose 
imm the hjlhfuing options; 

• Knockout chart 

• Order of play 

• Visitor info 


Mea’s singles 

Hahter P Sampras fUSi 

Rntrtnd 

M SUCH (Got) In S Schalken (Nath) 6-3 

3- 6 6-1 6-2 

Second rowl 

J Staik lUSi bt M Knowles (Bah) 6-3 6-1 
6-2 

R Furtan (IQ bt C Beecher (GB) 6-4 7-5 
6-2 

M Washington (US) bt T ENQVIST (Swe) 
64 7-6 6-3 

D RaCh (US) bt J firimer (US) 3-6 6-3 6-3 

6- 4 

D Wheaton (US) bt G Raou* (ft) 6-4 7-5 

7- 6 

P HaaitHM (Neth) bt N Pereira (Vert 6-3 
7-6 7-0 

N Godwin (SA) bt G Stafford (SA) 6-4 7-5 
6-2 

T MARIN (US] bt J Grabb (US) 6-2 6-4 
7-6 

T Johansson (Swe) bt H Arad (Moo 6-4 

6- 3 6-3 

M Gustefeson (Swe) bt T vtajdbndgu (AuS) 

7- 66-3 6-2 

B Ufhrach tCz Rep) bt F DewPf (Bed 1-6 
6-26-16-4 

W ferreira (SA) bt A Gaudend (It) 7-5 7-5 
6-4 

A Radutescu (Gw) bt S PesocsoWo (It) 

4- 6 6-7 7-6 61 168 

B BECKER (Gw) bt T Carbone# (Sp) 4-6 
6-3 6-4 6-2 

LIMUgan (GB) bt N Lapentft (Ecu) 6-4 62 
67 67 61 
Man’s doubles 
fttfas rmiod(rt»aidMWtoa«fa*(«usi 


P GALBRAITH (US) and A OLHCMSNY (Rus) 
bt A Janyd (Swe) and R Leach (US) 6-3 
6-3 6-4 

R Bwfih (Swe) and S Cannon (US) bt B Hqy- 
BSJtfi (SA) and C Van HenstJuig (SA) 6-3 
3-6 4-6 6-4 62 

M hed (US) and M Latsson iSwe) bt A Fas- 
ter and P Hand fGBl 4-6 63 7-6 7-5 
J GUORXMAN and NKJIJI (Swe) KL Jensen 
and M Jensen (US1 7-6 63 62 
SLAREAI) (Can) and A O'Brien (USlbtJDe 
Jager (SA) and B Steven (NZ) 64 64 


tMMalbiGimlnlUndnM 
* Gmnlnd Place, loni- NWI «Aft 

It— . 


j ctnde and A COnwja (Sp) bt M Hunrg 
(Go) and J Ireland (Aus) 63 7-6 7-6 
B BLACK (Zlm) are) G COWELL (Can) bt P 
Ntorc (Art) and G Kara (Hung) 6-4 
64 64 

G FORGET (ft) and J Htasek (SmO tt K Jonas 
(US) and P Kuhnen (Gao 62 62 e-4 

62 S’* 


Women’s singles 

Holder S Graf (Gar) 

S econd round 

G Fernandez (US) o Q Pnacnmi (It) 62 
61 

A Suoyama l Japan) bt H Suhova (Cz Rep) 
64 61 

A ftaaar (US1 bt S H Pa* (S tori 64 61 

S Appel mans (Ben bt A Oteza (Po0 63 61 

M J FERNANDEZ (US) bt S Tasftjd 0=0 64 
64 

N Sawamatsu Uapsn) bt F Berta® lit) 6-4 
60 

A HUBER (Gert bt P Shrew (US) 62 61 

N Feber (BeP bt A Mrfer (US) 61 62 

B SCHUUZ-McCARTHY (Netfi) bt J Watan- 
ate (US) 63 60 

J Wesner (AuO bt M Ptn (Arg) 62 63 

D Van Roost (Bal) ttt Y Kamo (Japan) 60 
60 

F Labat IM) bt B Schett (AuQ 62 2-6 62 

I Gorrochkeei (Aig) bt I SPff&EA (Rom} 
63 2-6 64 

M McGrath (US) btACOETZER (SA) 7-62- 
663 

K Sbidenaew (riwak) bt M SELES (US) 
7-5 6764 

A SANCHEZ VJCV30 (Sp) W M Osmans 
(Nath) 7-5 63 


Women's dooMes 

Homos J Novotna (C* tie# andA Sanchez 
Vfrario ($3) 

First round 

A carisaon (Swe) and A Temesvari (Hung) 


bl C Crtstea (Romj and C SdineMer (Gefl 

60 64 

G FERNANDEZ (US) and N ZVEREVA (Bela) 
bt P Langtwa and H VHava (Cz Rep) 
62 61 

M Wertai Witjneyer and T WhKUnger- Jones 
(16) bt M Gayoowsfca and A Otsza (Poq 
64 61 

A Real (Fri end K Gusa (Aus) bt T Jecmeraca 
OUg) and C ftmvfk (Ger) 63 67 64 
N ARENDT (US) and M BOULBGRAF (Nadi) 
bt A Cecehini and L Gamma (tt) 63 7-5 
K ADAMS (US) and M DE SWAROT (SA) bt 
E Cabans and L Courtoe (BeD 61 64 
R WraW (Japan) and P Hy-Boutels (Can) bt 
D Krajcosfcova and R Zrubatawa (Slovak) 

63 64 

Y BASUW (Indon) and C V6 (Neth) « J Pusn 
and LWoodrafle (GB) 6-3 6-0 
C MARTINEZ (Sp) and PTARABWI (Arg) bt 
K Nagstaia and A Sugiyama (Japan) 

N BRADTKE and R McQULLAN (Aus) bt V 
Lake and S Smith (GB) 62 63 
L RAYMOND (US) aid R STUBBS (Aus) bt 
0 Lugna (UW and E Wagner KSefl 64 
6*0 

M MCGRATH (US) and L NEKANO (Lad bt 
H Croak and V Davies (G8) 62 64 
H Draasmtr (Rom) and ACbossman (US) bt 
5 Meter (Ger) anti H Na&ova (Slovak) 
62 7-6 

R Grande (ft) and E Litfiovtseva (Rus) btS 
Fanna (ft) and V Ruano Pascuai (Sp) 63 

64 

IDemoneBOtandCDhenfciCFflbtLGhlra!*- 
RubW (Fr) and S Pffiowsto (Fn 63 60 
M WNG1S (Swtt) and H SUHOVA (Cz Rep) 
bt C Barclay and K Gotfeidge (Aus) 61 
7-5 

D Jones (Aus) and T Price (SA] btNDartman 
(Bn) anti C Wood (GB) 64 6-4 , 

KBOOGERT(Netfi)and ISFWLEA (Rom) bt , 
A Lament and C Moranu tUS) 7-6 6l 
E SMYUE (AUS) and L WILD (US) bt K 
Kachwendt (Gad and F Labat (Arg 62 

61 

LMcNSL(US)andNlNJ2IAr(F0btNFAbBr ! 

and DVbnftaost (Bfifl 7-61-6 64 


3.0 start on Centre Court and Court One; 
I£0 on others accept where stated 
CENTRE COURT; P SAMPRAS (l)S) v M 
RMlppouasts (Aus); C MARTINEZ (Sp) v L 
Raymond (US): M 5J1CH (Ger) vS Matsuofe 
(Japan). 

MO 1 COURT; M ftsfctey (GB) vC PIOUfiE 
(Fr): S GRAF (Get) v N Baudonodt): S ED- 
BfflG (Swe) vM TBstnam (Swah B Na&tean 
and M Salas (US) v R Mdrifer (SA) and P 
Shriver RS). 

COURT TWO: L NeDand (lad v L DAVEN- 
PORT (US); G IVANISEVIC (Cros) v P 
Bouteyre (Frt; M MALEEVA (Bui) v N bo- 
at' (Ft); M PWUPPOUSSIS and P RAFTER 
(Aus) v K Radi and D Wheaton (US). 
COURT THRO: R VMM (GB) v M HINGIS 


(Art); B Black (ZkmMyK Kuoera (Slovak); 
A OECHAUMB-BALiERET and S TESTUD 


(SMXMNavarraWvACostalSpkMHout- 

Steal (Neth) and Su-g Hee Park (S Kw) v 
S Appekrow (Bel) md M Orerrans (Neth); 
M Botcher and DSapsftxd (OB) v K 
Thome (US) end J White (US). 

COURT POUR: J Krostak (Slovak) v C 
WKkJnson (GB); M PERCE (ft) v C Tbyter . 
fGBl: M Murte (Croa) end KStudenOnva 
(Slovaft) v J Ksdraingpn (Can) and K Ri- 
naldi Stunted (US); JBatas andCWBWn- 
son(GB)vJ Delgado and LMKgan (GB). 
COURT FIVE: □ FtastaiJW (US) vR Kraflcefc 
(Neth); N Zvereva (Beta) v PttySautaa 
(Cart; TWOODBRJDGE and MWOOD- 
FORDE (Aus) v K Kbnear and D Randall 
(US); P Cash (Aus) and M Pierce (R)vL 
Pimak (BeQ and K Adams (US). . 

COURT SOb A Valov (Rurt vM Damm (Cz 
Rap): E Ufcta«eu0 (Ra) v K M Adams flJSfc 
M Damm (Cz Rep) and P Nyborg Owe) v 
D Naiglso (It) and N Pereira Wen); C Si* 
and H Suhova (Cz Rep] v F Montana (US) 
and L Ptemlng (Aus). 

COURTSEVEH: J Novak (Cz Rep) v J Stof- 
tenbag (Aua): K Kachwendt tea) v R 
Dragomir (Rom); J Stoterbeig (Aus) aid 
D Vaoek (Cz Rep) v J PALMER (US) and J 
STARK (US); Mlucena and MJ McGrath 
(US) v S Thibet (SA) and C Vis (Neth). 
COURTEKHCR Babkova tod EMefcJHO- . 
va (Cz Rep) v D A Ssham (US) and M Ptt 


(R) v E R Da Lone (US) and N J Piatt (AuS); 
S E Davis (US) and P TbrabM (Afgl vG Wan 
Em burgh (US) and I Spirlea (Rom). 
COURT NNE: No play. 

COURT mrRHlraUUatien) vNhtativeae- 
va (Uto|; K Boogart (Neth) vK A Guaa (Aua): 
N Broad (GB) and P Norval (SA) v M 
KNOWLES (Baham) and D NESTOR (Cart; 
.3 Draper (Aus) and E SmyOe (AU3) v L Paes 
(Indart and K Na^tsuMa (Japan). 

COURT U: G POBJ 00 v P Rarftar (Aim); l 
MdNd (US) v K Rj (US): W Arthurs and A 
Kotzmam (Alb) vT CARBONELLand F ROC 
(Sph B MacPWe and TS Whittier- Jones 
(l*) vS Cannon (US) and P HyBo^ais (Cart. 
COURT 12: No ptey. 

COURT 13: A OtmMy (Rus) V M ROSSET 
Out}; A G SrOOt (fit v K DOT: (Japan); E RER- 
R£KA(SA)andJ'S&M£RMK{Nelh)vTHan- 
man (GB) and G Muter fSAfc L A DAVENPORT 
endM J FSVMNDEZtUS) vN KK&mutaanQ 
YTbsnxta (Japan). 

COURT Ms LOourtob (BeO v J NOVOTNA (Cr 
Rfep): GRusedsM (GB) vB Steven (NO; T 
Kempere and T NQssen (Neth) v J ECIINGH 
and PHAARHUG (Ned* J NOVOTNA G2z Rep) 

and A SANCHEZ TACARIO ISp)vA Ftaaerard 

KPotUS- 

COURT 35: NO play. 

COURT 1JB: M GOELLNER (Ger) end Y 

KAFELNHDV (RUS) v B Behrens and M li> 
cans (US); A FUmi (Fir) v L M Wild (US); S 
Stofle (Aus) vM Laisson (Swe); MOosting 
(Pteffl) and E S H Caiens (BeO *LJ Bale (SA) 
and Y BasuM (Mon). 

COURT SK A WUnw (Mad and G Mandi (AuO 
v J Grato and R Raneberg (U% N J Aiendt 
(USi v CPansk (Gar); AComBJa (Sp) v J 
Hteseh (Swtt); J P Fleurtan andG Raoux (R) 
v M Ondragta (SA) and P TVamaccM (Aus). 
TO BE ARRANGED: M Hu*ig (Gert and D 
Graham (US) vj&aob and LWDd (US); L 
B Jansen and N Arana (U3vPKWeny (Aus) 

and A Sterna Uapart- 

Seeded players IhGUms 


\£p 


Court circular 


Becker lets a 


away 


jflatafr- . A , famous. Lord of 

OMg& ifee hfenar tftfc’ - 

yjty Wag 

/• brother, Eart 

Spenctir ^ vas yesterday 


record £188,100: The pricefe- 
thfi lordship ■ of Wimbledon ' 
beat the previous record of 

'miAYui J F. _ it . M ’-llf-g • 


chits anjund the ftorkl. in- 
■ dhidingpNew York. Geneva 
"and Brazil. “Wc thou^l it 
. might go tor fllKl.OUU hut 
nevcr bclicvcd it would yu for 
as much as it did. It is unlike 
anything I ba>te experienced at 
. an- auction before,” he said. 

■ Asked to comment on who 


Ihc new owner might be he 

sakt "ft could well be some 


/ Thcidriai^ oFthc bt^re- 
maiueda scoec foflowmg die 
frantic tetepheatr bidding .at 
Stationer's Halkofltral Lon- 
;<ka»,bdt there was mxznci£atc 
: speculation that the buyer 
? was the thr^tnbes'Wimbfe- 
don champion, Baris Bec ker, 
wfao has particular fondness 
for. the tournament-- 
However,' the German. 
scuppered t^nnmmrwhw 
hcdeniedbewaSnOwalOKL 
"f am quite' happy with being 
BorisBecker, - he saki. 

. Robert Smitiv chalrman of 
the Menorial Society, dealt 
with a welter of bids from 


connected with teunis. If it is 
one of the Hg spurts ftnwv like 
Nike or Siazeiigcr, the pub- 
Bcily tiu^ would get would he 
enormous. 

“The bidding haJ been like 
a real tennis march with the 
two 'oonibatiuits matching 
each other point for point un- 
til it reached two sets ail and 
match-point.’* 

- SmM lold thtt assembled 
buktera dial Earl Spencer, a 
“rduiaant seller", needed the 
carirto pay ftsTenovating his 
stately home. AJthorpe in . 
Northamptonshire. The title V. 
had been in Ear) Spencer’s 
family since 1744. 


Photograph: Fiona Hansort/PA 


thought ‘well, this is probably 
the lari one out here, possibly 
the last one anywhere’. I didn^t 
get too emotional after the 
match, I was too embarrassed. 
But I got very emotional be- 
forehand.” 

Shriver, who is working for 
BBC television during the fort- 
night, said she was hoping to use 
her influence to make sure no 
highlights of the match were 
screened. “Tm going to see if I 
can get up without hitting my 
head," she said on her way 
oul Her best shot of the day was 
saved for herself. 



Sunglasses, but no shade for Pam Shriver yesterday as 
sKe bowed oot^ to Ante Huber Photogaph:^ David Ashdwwt 


And mother came, too 


: Pam Shriver made what will 
prbbahfy prove td be her last 
smgjK appearancc on Centre 
Court Although Tier 6-2, 6-1 
defeat against . Anke Huber 
:wai haKflythe ideal way to bow 
. out, she received $. r^rtdrOus 
l-recqjtumfromthe crowd. 

. Leading the. applause was 
^ .Stiver's jmotiier, Mwgot, ft, 
.v^herfr^^time ai the event . 
wtoher Sun,and only . 

herfoufthvisa lo thc AD Eng-.' 
land CSub^A l [ ') > s - 
: : ‘ P^n asked hernx^her to at- . 
tend stiff} J^. days before, 
fedmg a little 


pearanceal the event “When... 
Iriarted to think about 'Wm- .. 
Uedon week, J realised it 


might be my last time to ploy' 
aud I wanted to have one otiuv 


andl wanted to have one ntiiiy 
ftim3y with me. I talked to Dad 
first and asked him if he could 
handle being without Mom for 
a week or so, and fie thought ft. 
would be OK." 

. Qf course, a hidden agenda 
for the mvitalkm could have 
beOT Shriver s 34th birthday on 
4 July. She has not celebrated 
aJbirthday at home since 1978 
and the lure of a home-made: 
cake may well have proved ir- 
resistiblei . 


WEN’S 

SINGLES 



WOMEN’S 

SINGLES 


-frSwiOTt JHoWeR' i - Holder 

fete Sampras Steffi G raf 

R 2 FhtaMM< (United States) fCBajbone (Germany) 



•ait Bstacst' . ^ 3 fUWHHl ^ ^ 4MNRSBW JKSH£S .. SCWRUEZ 4 A SANCHEZ 
»B« aoperkrt ■ fterrtund **« SsconArtund ttMoPtaixrt Nea opponent 

fa^RUKw- at l&tOt 0(R29twW)m - SU*-. (S Raymond RSSntthanu 
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'i fT ai awwowi . Bw rnw moEg ionhmsw 
'S* MnLopoonant Nextamamnc Nextopfmsnt 

■?Wf^«7-4&Ha3upir. BasMwo R2 Havana M R3 TuM 
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‘ NatWpontW !*Wopqo9em_NottcipwwM Nstf oppmail 
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OftttT 


iSAaotracH 16CMOOME arn» 
W^fl«- . M<WPon<w -in op 
t round tD 




1 14AQOOJER Ultmui ltBHMW 
LJ4HaJ4c &wri Baateo Of NMogpoiont 
****** - R2 Vntat 


&S&QUOTE OF 



STATISTICS 


OFTHEDAY 


arlfetfttogiie final 
abe, ,and; we . were 
just aboutvto shake 
hands' - MaliVai 
Washington after 
beating Nq 9 seed, 
Tbpmas-Enqyist 1 


3*500 - the number of 
geraniums provided for the 
.Wimbledon gardens. 
1*400 - -the number of 
cateringstaffat Whnbtedon. 
7 SO - foe number of jour- 
nalists at Wimbledon. 

14 $ - the number of- 
countries where Wimbledon 
*s being broadcast. • 
40 - foe number of toilet? 
attendants at Wimbledon, ] 


ret 


^ fin 

flt) : 


rx 
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TOUR DE FRANCE: Britain's great hope for the great race starting on Saturday talks to Robin Nicholl 

Boardman ready to 


do himself justice 


The red, white and blue flag 
fluttered noisily high in the 
Alps. “C’mon Chris- s-s," 
screamed the holder of the 
Union flag. Words of encour- 
agement that bad a hidden 
menace for the approaching cy- 
clist in yellow ana blue. 

It was not the Tbur de 


France, but the Brits had st3I 
travelled to shout for Chris 
Boardman in the Dauphine 
Lib&re stage race, one of the 
Tour’s build-up races. “They 
had come specifically to watch 
the race, and I was passing them 
in 15th place and a couple of 
minutes behind the leader,” 
Boardman said. “I felt like 
apologising. I really would like 
to give people what they want 
They want someone to get 
behind and shout for. If s tike 
Ujthe football. I feel that, and if s 
™a frustration if things don’t go 
well I wanted to do something 
for them.” 

That feeling will be as noth- 
ing when Boardman sets out on 
his third Tbur cm Saturday. The 
race's pressured atmosphere 
exposes tike nothing else the 
anxieties of a long-distance 
bike racer, and Boardman has 
a big one. lb finish. He did not 
make it through his first two 
Tours, and his main aim is to 
arrive in Paris in three weeks’ 
time having survived 3,955 
kilometres and 24 mountains. 

After electrifying die 1994 
Tour by taking the leader's 
yeflow jersey with a debut vic- 
tory in the opening time trial 
at Lille, he left on the 11th day 
in a planned pull-out. 

Last year everyone was 
stunned by an even sharper 
exiL Minutes into his second 
Tbur the pressure was on and 
Boardman could not resist. 
He finished in hospital with his 


.wrist and ankle fractured after 
Hashing on rain-damped roads 
in Brittany. 

“It was a very small mistake 

bat the consequences at fSOkph 
were fairly drastic," said 
Boardman who lost 25 per 
cent o' 
ankle 
which put 
months. 

“From a first- 
skraal to a team leader in the 
Ibnr the next year, people 
were just biting off more than 
I could chew. If s not because 


‘you are only two seconds 
down; 



The Tbur de Efcance has received 
threats from the Basque sepa- 
ratist group, ETEA,regndHig the 
section of the race that goes 
through Basque country around 
the Pyrenees. The Tbur director; 
Jean-Marie Le Bine, anfinned 
that be bad received a letter 
Cram ETTA, last week containing 
what he called “voted threats,” 
but declined farther comment. 


and the comers are fin- 
ished If s still on*. 

“If someone was shouting 
Take ft easy... waft unffl the bot- 
tom’, maybe I would not listen. 
It was my decision, but in that 
situation it doesn’t need much 
encouragement when I want- 
ed to do it. 

“When I am not feeling so 
good, team helpers are saying 
‘I am sure you wiQ be floe’, and 
I am thinking T don’t want to 
hear tins’. They don’t realise 
that they are doing ft.* 
lb avoid the “emotional 
rollercoaster” Boardman is 


looking for another prologue 
' 1 take off die 


I am the best man for the role. 
There is no one else. I am a 
team leader who has never fin- 
ished a Tbur. 

“I wanted these thing s so I 
allowed myself to be pushed 
into these positions, and 1 did 
not have the attributes need- 
ed to do them. 1 was not com- 
fortable with the role I had 
been given, so ft was good to 
stop and take stock. 

“There was a lot of pressure 
to do something in the pro- 
logue time triaL It wasn’t nasty 
or malicious but for the 1995 
prologue a lot of people were 
underpressure. It was coming 
out as encouragement. They 
were saying 'if s still possible, 
it's still posable’. 

“When I am in a wound-up 
situation I want to do some- 
thing, and they are shouting 


success. “It would 

pressure and is also a certain 
amount of msnrarice which al- 
knvs me to get on with the 
racing. 

*1 am slightly better at deal- 
ing with pressure now, and 
there has been a lot lets this 
year because the team has had 
more results, and others have 
had their share of pre s s u re.” 

A new burden was loaded on 
his French team, GAN, with 
the scandal about the vam 
doctor, Patrick Nedelec, pre- 
scribing steroids to two of their 
riders who were subsequently 
caught in a drug test. 

“Our manager, Roger Leg- 
eay, was totally destroyed be- 
cause he {ticked a doctor who 
worked with the French cycling 
federation and the Union Cy- 
diste Internationale [the world 
governing body]. 

“Philippe Gamncral is only 
23, and mat guy could finish his 
career. It was not caffeine or 
testosterone where the point 
could be argoed that you were 
making mistakes. This was 
dearly that they were taking 
something that was cheating 



Chris Boardman: ‘I really would like to give people what they want* 


Photograph: AJlsport 


“The doctor is arguing that 
it was therapeutic and given out 
of season. He has said that he 
should not have prescribed il- 
legal substances but they were 
given ft because of the stale they 
were in at the time. 

“I was gobsmacked. From a 
selfish pomt I thought if I was 
a million miles away from it, it 
would still stick. Yet most of the 
team have been tested for dop- 
ing at least 10 times this year. 


“There is nothing we can do 
about it, but everyone ft tarred 
with the same brush. If I was 
looking at it from the outside I 
would probably say: ‘So that’s 
why they are riding well’." 

With that hanging over them 
the team assemble in the Dutch 
town of ’s-Hertogenbosch with 
Boardman frilly aware of the job 
ahead, having personalty sur- 
veyed the Alps. 

“Climbing the Galibier 


mountain ft going to take two 
hours, and there are another 
two climbs after that. Physical- 
ly and mentally, the hardest day 
is into Pamplona, 260 kilome- 
tres and five climbs. It ft, how- 
ever. Stage 16, and the end 
is in sight, lliat makes a 
difference.” 

Boardman s idea of “an ac- 
ceptable Tour” would be victo- 
ry in the prologue time triaL one 
good day in the mountains 


“when I am with the leading 
group”, and then finishing in the 
top 20 on (he Champs Etysees. 

“I know that on my day I can 
be the best time trialist in the 
world or the best track pur- 
suiter. But as far as a race like 
the lour is concerned I am not 
sure. There are so many good 
riders now the competition is fe- 
rocious. and the difference be- 
tween the best and the also-rans 
ft frighteningly subtle ” 


Manjrekar returns with century 


Cricket 




jay Manjrekar returned to 
action with a cehtniy for the In- 
dian tourists* against British 
Universities at Fenner's yes- 
terday. Playing for the first 
time since damaging an ankle 
in the first Test against England, 
he made 101 in 138 balls as In- 
dia scored 391 for 5. 

“It's good to be back on the 
cricket field again and although 
the ankle is still weak, from now 
on it. ft a mental thing,” said 
Manjrekar, who ft expected to 
replace AjayJadeja in the third 


Tfest at ffent Bridge next week. 
However, Jadeja may have 
complicated matters for the 
Indian selectors by scoring an 
unbeaten 95 from 108 balls. 

The most spectacular batting 
of the day came from tour cap- 
tain Mohammad Azharuddm, 
who cracked three huge sixes 
and seven fours in his 73. There 
was also a half-century for 
Vikram Rathore. 

The Yorkshire captain, David 
Byas, ft determined that his sde 
will rekindle their Co only 
Championship hopes against 
Worcekershiie at New Road to- 
day. But he knows that his 


team, knocked off the top by 
Kent in the last round of match- 
es, win have to improveagainst 
a Midlands ride who, although 
third bottom, have hit their 
best form of the season. ? 

*iMIer losing to Leicestershire 
at Bradford where we did not 
play well, ft ft very important to 
get back to winning ways if we 
are to stay in touch with the 
leaders,” said Byas, whose ride 
now has an oppmlnmty to dimb 
bade to the top of the table, be- 
cause leaders Kent have no 
game this week. 

“Although we are placed sec- 
ond we have played a match 


more than most of our rivals so 
we must pick up points now” 
He is helped by the fact that 
the home ride are without their 
reliable seamer Phfl Newport, 
who has a calf strain. The young- 
ster Scott EUis is in fine for a de- 
but. Bat the Worcestershire 
coach, David Houghton, re- 
mains optimistic: “We have 
worked hard to get into a win- 
ning role and it’s important 
that we keep it going now.” 
Warwickshire are awaiting a 
fitness report on the England 
opener Nick Knight before fi- 
nalising their squad for the game 
against Middlesex at Lord’s. 


Jarvis and Giddins lead rout of Ireland 


Sussex 384-9 
Ireland 80 

Sussex win by 304 runs 


Sussex humbled Ireland by 304 
runs, completing their Nat West 
TSrophy firei-round victory in 
Belfast before a late lunch. 

Sussex added 61 in their re- 
maining five overs to compDe 
their highest total in the com- 
petition. They then dismissed 


Ireland for 80 in 33.3 overs. 

Kyle McCall en was top scor- 
er with 17 while Paul Jarvis and 
Ed Giddins each took three 
wickets. Ireland’s misery start- 
ed as eariy as the second baDof 
their innings when the captain, 
Justin Benson, wboplayed m the 
1992 final for Lekeaeishire, was 
caught at slip without scoring. 

Jarvis, m ft hostile opening 
, added the wickets at Andy 
:rson and Angus Dunlop in 


the space of four balls to reduce 
Ireland to 15 for 3, and be fin- 
ished with 3 for 22. 

When McCallen was leg be- 
fore to \hsbert Drakes in the 
12th over, Ireland’s ddbftde at 
Howe in 1985, when they were 
shot out for 39, looked like 
being repeated. 

TWo more wickets fell before 

they past that target, bat it 
needed a ninth-wicket stand of 
16 between the opening 


bowlers, Ryan Eagleson and 
Mark Pa tteraon, to take Ireland 
past their next lowest total of 71. 
Giddins ended the partnership 
and, when Danny Law finished 
the innings in his second over, 
Eagleson was 15 not out. 

At the start of the day, Ian 
Salisbury made 33, his highest 
score in the competition, and 
Derek Heasley took the wick- 
et of Jarvis for two to finish with 
4 for 66. Drakes was 30 not out 


Gosling rivals 
American 
for world title 

Sailing 


An Anglo-American showdown 
for the Etchells 22 World 
Championship is in prospect for 
the last race in the Solent today, 
writes Stnart Alexander. 

Squaring up at the Squadron 
Corral are Britain’s Nigel 
Gosling whose third consecutive 
second place yesterday put him 
into the overall lead, and the 
American Jud South. .Smith, a 
runner-up at Newport Beach in 
1994 who had led the series un- 
til yesterday’s fifth race, came 
bade from 21st at the first turn- 
ing marie to finish seventh and is 
four points adrift They are dear 
of the Australian Peter Conde in 
third place. 

Both Loick Peyron, the de- 
fending champion, and his dose 
rival, Paul Vatine, were expect- 
ed to finish the Europe 1 Sin- 
glehanded Transatlantic Race 
from Plymouth to Newport, 
Rhode Island, inskk the record 
tim e last nighL 

Italy’s Giovanni Soldini leads 
the monobulls, with the French- 
man Gerry Roufs second and 
Britain’s Fete Goss third. 


Beerbaum’s safe 


route to success 


Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Aachen 


Lodger Beerbamn had no need 
to hurry yesterday, when he 
cruised round the jump-off 
course to win the Preisvon Eu- 
ropa with Sprehe Ratina on the 
second day of the Aachen Na- 
tions Cup Show. 

The German Olympic cham- 
pion was last to go in the jump- 
off and be had already seen 
John Whitaker make a single er- 
ror on the final double when 
recording a record time on 
Grannusch. 

“If John had been dear, I 
would have tried to beat his 
time,” Beeibaum said. “I don't 
think there’s a faster horse in the 
world than Ratina, but we might 
have had a fence down trying to 
be quicker." As it was, he had 
only two slow clear rounds to 
beat and (though 639sec slow- 
er than Whitaker) he gained an 
easy victory over Jos Lansink on 
Visa Carthago and Jerry Smil 
on Constantijn. 

Whitaker finished fourth and 
Robert Smith, the only other 


Briton in the jump-off, was 
sixth on Tees Hanauer. 

Michael Whitaker and Mid- 
night Madness, convincing win- 
ners here on Tuesday, retired 
during the first round yesterday. 
The horse was paying more at- 
tention to the crowds than the 
fences and Whitaker turned 
him away from the treble to gel 
a better approach. He d eared 
all three parts of the obstade 
but retired shortly afterwards. 

Ratina will be Bee rba urn's 
mount at the Olympics, for 
which she has been given easy 
preparation. This was only her 
third outdoor show of the year. 

“She does not like to work 
like a German dressage horse, 
so you have to play along with 
hen.” Beerbaum said. “And 
she doesn’t like you to have 100 
per cent control or she fights 
against you." Thanks to his 


sensitivity, she simply concen- 
ring fenc 


trates on clearing fences. 
AACHEN NATIONS CUP SHOW Prate von 
Europ*: 1 Sprehe Raona (L Beertaum. Go) 
ctear,6O.72secs;2VisaCartta0>ulansMt. 
Item* Gear. 6&13: 3 Conaannjn USma.lt) 
dear. 68.40. BrttfcapoattlanK 4&anre«cri 
U Wflaken 4 faults. 54.33; 6 Tees Hanauar 
1R Smimi 4 tauts. 57.96. 

Vagto Prize: l.BJue Bayu (P Crates, w) 
5923axx; 2 My GUI ll Mttar. C«U 62.75; 

3 Jolty Boy U Wtaater, GBI 6336. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


NatWest Trophy first round 

Untied overs maufi 

Ireland v Sussex 

BELFAST Susuh beet Intend by 304 nn. 

IreterxJ won coss 


{Overnight: 323 for 7 fom 55 wera) 

l D K Sekstxny c afo b Eadraon 33 

VC Orates not out 30 


PWJatvtseAPaoersonaHeBciay 3 

ESHSdrfire notout -10 


Extras Cfij7. W13, rlblCS . 


Total (for 9, 60 overs) - 


-30 


Fee 1-43, 2-153, 3-217, 4-291, 5-292. 
To bat P l Mhemfeny. S ft AntaJa. N D rtr- 

wanl.SLVRdu- 

BmAtffto d*): MarttoJanWra 21-6-48- 
Cr. Boswaa 10-2-26-1; Mere 17-2-68-2; 
DUxten 29- 1-140-2; Vfeft 15-4-690; WW 
2-0-19-0. 

BRITISH UMVERSmEfo CM GuptB, I JSut- 
cWe. A J Stnrtt, »R Q Cate. G A Khan. R S 
C Msrtn-JwraK, R ROfbden, KMaic,S AJ 
SosmS, tJ BaN. M A Mtatfi 
Umpire*: J H Herts ant 61 6 Conley. 


Fafo 1-96. 2-151.3-219. 4-243, 5-297, 6- 
307, 7-311, 8-353, 9-359 
Bomftng: M w Patterson 11-1-88-1: Eagje- 
son 11-0-74-1; McOwn 12-0-61-2; Heasley 
11-0-66-4; Humaon 12-0-68-0; Benson 3- 
0-20-1- 
REIAffil 

J DB Benson c Greenfield b Jatvfe 0 

KWMcCaflenttwD Orates J.7 

A Patterson ibwbianw 2 

A R ftxUop b Jaute 0 


D M P Moore b GkkteB 

□ HaaSeycSpeUitbDnlm . 
AT Rutherford b I 


G D Harmon c Janfe b SbUwv . 
R l tTfln Bcn not out ■ 


Otter maCdMC 

SECOND XI CHANPIOttSMP (Hnal day of 
thrwo): OMTMford: Somerset 252 for 2 dec 
U C Heim U&, 8 stnnon 58) an) 77 tot 
T. lawasnte 102 for 3 dec (NT wood 50n«. 
NDpfoyyMfonfoydasto tab). MMitaa, 
C Mtwt sry: Ken 410 for 7riee (N RTqfcr 
2U. C 0 Vfoteh 60) and 169 U B Thomp- 
son 7Un M DDon 4-62); HenpcNm 379 
for 9 dec (R J Maru 69no. G R tne£B 67, 
M Keech 67, G W Whtta 58) and 96 for 3. 
Mated Am. CSMmk Sunex 380 tor8 (K 
Newel 168, M Newel 136; A Ssieem 4-82) 
and 197 U J Rates 51no. K Newel 49; N 


-12 


M W FWtBfBOn c Sub o Law 


P McCroro c Mooms b Glddns . 

Extras (b2, Ib2. wS, nblO) 

Total (333 own). 


-1 


SdahU4-25};Suray351for6dK(N5haM 
' cdffeT4,NFS< 

W smut 44) and 88 for 4. 


15 136. J D Ratcfifie ' 


-19 


Fat i-0. 2-14, 3-16. 4-26, 5-38, 6-39, 7- 
49. 6-56, 9-72. 


Bearing: Jatvts 8-1-22-3; Orates 10-1-19- 
2; Giddins 9-1-24^3: SaBsbuy 5-1 -9-1; taw 
13-0-2-1. 

UoadrastNTplewsandJWlloyds. - 
SECOtA-ROUND DRAW; Ed^actOO: W3T- 
vridsHte v Surrey. C befcast ei dt Essw v 
Dumam. Wor ee stsc W Awxa a m foB v Hamp- 


Nwol lafcaaCH: lauestaaNm v Sussex. OM 
Traflortt Lancasbne v Northa t r ^X on shte. 
Taantoa: Somerset v GtoucestesWni. Oer- 
tq: Derbyshire v Kem. Headfo^ey: YOriahte 
v Middlesex. (Tks rt» pftjod Watoestiaf 
10 July). 


; Cwrhom 383 for 6 dec U I Loc- 
, Q J HU0WS9O, M J Rnaer61) and 
163 tor 4 dec (M J foster 08, C ClarK 60); 
Eeeex 268 (N F waiams 89, S D Poere 83; 
D M Ow 6-56) and 250 for 8 (T P Hodpon 
94. S D Patera 77; 0 M Cm 4-64). Match 
i>awn Ifoefflnlit fiiitirniwr MC Yortc- 
Shlre 321 for edoc(B Porter 91no,RAKe- 
tfcborouSi 84, C J Schofield 55, 1 D fisher 
50) and 240 for 2 dec <M J Wood 144no, 8 
forief82j«kQm*»n300tr SdacQ Qmv 
pera 90. A D Shaw 76no» and 244 for 7 (A 
W Evens 93). Match Mam. 

RUST WOMBfS TEST (SearioroaiSvtbfed 
day af ffna): EFtfaml 414 040^ oven; B 
oartete 100, K WnftM4. M Reynenl 60noh- 
NnrZeeienfo 


lour mafefa 

Rss day of three, 11-0 today 

1 Unlvwsltes v feufia 


Starting today 

lLOurte ssjtated 


: India bans acorad 391 tar 5 Id 
>C i v Bdtisb tAfonsrsBIas. 

fotteHORKBS 


54 


nha-fmi 
v Rathore c Wa* b Bos 

tN R Mongo cfoMI b Mate 21 

5 V Marketer e Bosvri* b Dfoden —.-101 

*M AfffinxWn o Sub b Ktadon 73 

A o iadM ittai ; — S6 

SDrqifibl 


BRnWMCASSUUNacOUNTYCHAAF^ 
(ONSWP (Rut tfoy of Iom): Ch a rt e r »b 
9traac Outiam vGkucestoSBe SaudMiiO 
EMBtvSiray. OMMfoafe LencaSae vSom- 
noeL tertTs MkUesex v WendcksNre. 
Nerttuunpton: Nomamptonsrtio v Der- 
bjartre. Wforoa s tar: wscesteaMre v Yorti- 
Bhlre. 


TOUR MATCH ((foe tfoyVTittebri dXa iEng- 
fond MCA v Pakistan (10.45). 


RSDKRMbMarc 
S Ganguy not out : 


Extras Ib3.lb6.w3. 7*2) . 


.31 


total (for SI. 94 own) 


-381 


8AWMM1B TROPHY (Om day}: HtefoanM- 
nor Oouitiw v NqrtterrpBraNm. iba OmM: 

SixrayvSlwax. CMStfofoid: YteteTm v Dsr- 
bysMe. • 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Dorado spells 
disaster for 
British women 


Hockey 


Natalia Dorado, Spain’s captain, 
scored with three well-struck 
penalty corners to said Great 
Britain tumbling to a 3-1 defeat 
in Madrid yesterday - their 
worst defeat at the hmids of the 
Olympic champions since they 
lost 5-1 in Santander in 1988 just 
prior to departure to the Seoul 
Olympics, writes Biff CotwQL 

It was a disappointing result 
for their coach. Sue Slocombe, 
as the team completed their ex- 
tended preparation programme 
of international matches prior 
to departure a week today to 
North Carolina for acclimati- 
sation before nxwiiig to Atlanta. 

Yesterday Britain pinned the 
Spanish into their own half for 

long pericds without looking like 
scoring and it was not until the 
ff7th minute that they won their 

only penalty comer, which Scot- 
land’s Sue Eraser converted. 

Spain, fielding eight Olympic 
gold medallists, looked dan- 
gerous on the break and even 
more dangerous at set-pieces. 
Dorado scoring from three of 
their six penalty comers. 


SfWtM 6ygahc£UMBxSae|gBtfo.uTW. 

N Drado {cad), C saw. 6 lae- 


1 4nattShwn«,MftjBctel. lego and MSria. 

I BREST BgPtJ Hinny inn BfoMXtftJAflflq* 
BMItn samwartt ezxj,SRaaer(BnflM 
foML K Mohi jSbm K Jc hn con fokan 
ltBteWHftPR fl i M aii A « iMPW> M P w * te g u » - 
T»c»MteUW. , nMtetofe<3 irta iiWig* 
|tn«. MMcbria (Skated. TCWtei Hpsrii 
ITiawWatni wwt C dbet -I Mote 

lEWiapi Lsweato) wx) A flaaflMt CSfoutfiil 
tkapiraK M Uartsa CSpt an) G Cteite (foe. 


AUU6UC8 

Bulgfoia's world indoor 400 metres 
bnreenndaBsi; Danieia Geogew, was 

yestsnjay banned foe four years after 
testing pOGfflve for an anabotic steroid 
at an Indoor meeting In Budapest on 
28 January. 


Tommy Lasorda, me Los Angeles 
Dod^rs manage and the lon^st-serv- 
ing man£©B-ln Major league Baseball, 
is in hospital undergoing tests for ab- 
domfn8l pains, lasorda has lad the Na- 
tional League team ter 20 years, 
winning four pennant? and two World 
Series. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Dam 10 Oddand 8; 
MmesolB 6 NewtakYantees i fora game): 
IfowYaA(6MreesaB2bacand^ra);aBie- 
bid 4 Boston 0; Tbron® 8 Ses*fle 7; OUca- 
0>VMeSi»3 Cribm 2; MkcAtee 5 Hub 
cay 3; T«na 5 ommen 2. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: CWearatf 9 PMaddpha 

i(fl«samey;ancfonBe3PMBddp«al(a» 
ondawre): Ronda 5 Sar Franosco 4 po iv 
nrsS; Uonw 5 Pforiutfi a ASana 4 a Lnuls 
3; New YO* Maa 3 Ctfocado 2; CHcags Cria 
2 Loa Angalea 0; HouRon 9 San Dk@> A. 


New Zealand fart bowler, who is re- 
Wring home © tiy to cue a longstand- 
ing bach InjLBy. Nash has yet to play 
this season and ts flying back to New 
Zealand on medical advice ter a long 
penod of rest the 24-yeer-old from 
Auckland first came to prominence on 
the 1994 New Zealand tour, when he 
was leading wicket- taker in the three- 
match Test series wrth 17, and he was 
si^ied by Mkjdtase* tor last season. He 
took 51 championship wickets In 1995 
at an average of 27.21. 

England A hare no Test- series on ther 
lCknatch toir of Austrafea this autumn. 
They bejjn with a four-day game 
against New South Wales' second 
team on 31 October and generally play 
State sides before anMng home on 15 
December: 

9KLAND ATOM OF AUSTRALIA mKEMRr 
(SI October tn 13 Dacaabw): *1 0e*-3 Nw 
« New South wales second S (Tamwomv. a 
Nov v South Ausoaia (Adetede); 841 New v 
sown Aistreka (Adatede 0»n; 16-18 Nov v 
Atflbaian Ctetal Aeadenw (to be amowaft 
21-24 Nov V Vieum (hfeCMunei; 28 Nov v 
Ausoate CapTtBl Tentniy [Canberra); 30 Ho»- 
3 Dec vAtstratta Capita Tannery tCanoerra); 
5 Dec v New South Wales (North Sydrvey); 7 
Dec v New South Wales (Norm Sydney); 10- 
13 Doe v QueenNand fBrtabane). 


; 34 31 27 28 16 4. 

KWlIbNS; Treble chance (too dMd tndsj 
20pts £4430, 18 pts £030. Foot draws 
£112.95. Taw homes £35.15. Bfft aways 
£2.50. 


Rngby Union 


Speedway 

Chris Manchester, the overseas cham- 
pion, has been stripped of his tide and 
is one of 13 /Were thrown out of this 
year’s Worid Championship. The rebels 
have no of appeal against the de- 


Simon Binns, the Enriand Under-21fly- 
eStuderas World Cup 


TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Prattastooai 
prarootfon ( Ma nvO e fo Lal tBia Centra); 6- 
■dfnfoanwriAb PCWta (ko « M Maohews 
IWri pis. e^dfMtMnraWtt D McKenzie 


Bgbt-waiteraeigbcJ Hare (Dewsbury) KM 

Wat so n tNorflnjfoanii pis. JD-rt wattaw 
weij^C M Camxh (irO tH C Samoers (Bams- 
Icrtaf 10th. wMdTwteWm.1 Matthews 

OsSnacn) M M forty lAiftWon) ho 3fo- 6-»d 

mUJuvnie^ R Rhodes (SndteM) KRCNp 
porteld (Buy) to 1st B-rf Ire a v y a wIgM: P 


Equestxfanlsn 

LAND ROVER FEI WORLD 7MREE4MY 
EVBfT RANXMCS: £ M Todd (NZ) 340pts; 
2 A Mehoten (NZ) 273; 3 B Tait (NZ) 245; 
4 M Ryan (Aus) 193; 5 r Sia* {GB) 146: 6 
L Law KB) 142. 


Retd tBwncimuri StefflBKO bt A LarrRwt 
(Eftnuiifjiaii) Ko Is 


Isl 12-rd Vacant BF In- - 
tar-ConMnaatal B£ht wwItnrwlgMOtla : ) 
Thaxtcn (Nonnch) ot M EXcq (EubstftutB op- 
ponent, TatfoKfi to £8L IVn f nrT lor tal pm- 
motkw (Stawnaee Arts and Lwknra 
Certrrtc 12 -nl CnnCTrnnwmth flywrlifot Q. 
tto PCufehae (LhwpooQ bt D Mtad (5A, hau- 
et)tsf3nL 


Football 

Bars SCOTTISH LEAGUE PREMIER EXW- 
StON OPSKNO-BAY FDCTURES; Setarday 
10 Ane*c Abovran v Celtic; Dundee Utd 
v Mothenwft Dunfermtoe v Hearts: Mtem- 
lanvKinwnodc Rangets v Ra«h Hwen. 


Hoctoy 

WOMENS MlBtNATlONALS: (Madrtd); 
Spafo 3 Great Britan 1_ ftosMfoMre) Ger- 
many 1 Netnerisnos L 


half w4x) files to the SnJdems World t> 4 ) 
In South Africa with England on Satur- 
day, has rejected a contract from 
Moseley and is expected to jean Sec- 
ond Division rivals Rotherham. 

Hugh Lambert, the Ru#jy Football 
Union president, has criticised the 
Twickenham foerarchy ter their mnning 
of the new. open fpme. Speaking at the 
county's annual meeting, he said the 
RFU's recent exclusive television deal 
with Sty had tvougit "no credit to our 
gune*. He explained: "The RFU have 
ei^ed a contract which condemns the 
vast majority of their sw>porters to sec- 
ond-hand v«w»ng and put the Five Na- 
tions ti jeopardy." The recenty installed 
Lambert also claimed that the RFU had 
made mistakes at dub level, such as 
die retention dt his old side, BaiWon. 
Bam are reportedly dose to s&iing the 
New Zeabrefers Heruy Paul and Va aiga 
TUffmate from Wi^n rugy tee®* dull 
Jonah Lomu wffl be back in the New 
Zealand team far the Btedistoe Cm Test 
aeainrt Austrafea In WefcigRjn on 6 July 
me return of Lomu, who injured a knee 
In the fta Test against Scotland 11 days 
ag>, is the only change to the side UW 

b^t the Scots 36-12 in the second fart 
in Auckland las weekend. 

NSW ZEALAND TEAM (BWBskw Cap Tart 
v foMtet Mtanogtaw, 6 C CUttn; 
J Wtecn, f ana. J uwu, w unto A Mehrere. 
J M ar i a n; C Dowd. S FtapotncSc (Efot). 0 

Brawn. M Tones, R Brooke. 1 Janes. J Kran- 

Wfl, Z Brooke. Subc £ Rwh, S McLeod, J 
Preston, B tfossn. M Alen, N Hewtt. 

TOJR MATCH fBMDHAkeskFrrcj 51 Sen 
Juan O. 


cision by the sport's world governing 
body, the F1M. which follows their 


strike action earlier this month. Joining 
Belle Vue s Manchester wiD be Jason 
Lyons and Charlie Venegas from the 
seme dub, as well as Carl Stonehew- 
er (long Eaton), Tony LangJon (Poole), 
Mike Faria (Scottish Monarehs), David 
Noms (Eastbowne). Ray Morton (HUD), 
Ben Howe (Ipswich), Simon Cross 
(Coventry), David Welsh (Middtes- 
brou^i) and two unattached playos, 
Mick Boole and Bobby Hedden. Only 
three riders win now go through from 
the cancefied Overseas final to the In- 
ter-Contmeraal final at Hoisted in Den- 
mark on Sunday 28 July. 


Tenoift 

Nfick Boueroeri, ihe American coach who 
helped steer Bore Becker and Monica 
Seles to the top of worid tennis. Is id 
aid the search for a British champion. 
Two of Boiletoeil 's senior directors have 
ertafaishedantatanabonaliiariftigcen- 
tre at Mlflfield School m Someret Thee 
am is to attract students from afl over 
Europe and four scholarships wM be 
awarded each year to the Boteien ten- 
nis Academy in Honda. 


Cricket 

Lancashire are going id rest Mike 
Atherton for the Coumy Championship 
^ne against Somerset at CSdTraftofd 
today. They are concerned about Ather- 
ton’s workload as England captain and 
coach. There wfo also be fitness tests 
ter Jason Gasan (brotren Inga) and John 

Crawtey (hamstring). 

Mddeset have released Dion Nash, the 


Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOOOS: Treble ch an ce ; 20pts 
£3,209.95, 18 £1930. <T*o OMentfc ervy, 
nft nine F), Foot dra wn taftU an tftreel 
£34^45. 10 hemMOtedcanMI £17130. 
Sisw^e£L0a 

VERNONS: Treble chancrt 20pte 
£3.02145. 38 £8.85. friW CMdends only). 
12 banMK £383ft0. 20 aereyK £3.15. 
ztllHIk Trebta amea 20ptc £61830, 
18 £10 0 mw c&*fands on M. Fora draws 
fojW on tfveel £2130. owes (pakl 
on « £1120. SUawrc £1-00. Uicky 


KACKETT EKXSUS 22 WORLD CHAMP)- 
ONStBP (Coera): Race ft 1 N Dcrran Wtfi); 
2 A Gosling ((SI; 3 J McWR&am |HK6I. Oww 
■l tvrth tree dkcsnl): l GoBSng 19 pis 2 
J Smttri (US) 23; 3 PConfo (AU5) 41.7; 4 D 
Guidy !US) 52; E UctWiam 52.7; G J 
MacPhaV (Ats) $9. 

ROLEX CUP (St itopez. Ranee) Iblrd 
Race (pren to tao al rasutttf l Haua (L Sart- 
rete. ID .75css 2 Frencn Wss IF Paekxo, Frt 
2j*s 3 victoiy 83 (G On, W 3pB. Overal 
poeWoBS (after 3 races): 1 French Mas 
3-5fXS 2 tolls 4.75;3VtonyS3 10JX 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


7,000 


The total fn pounds that the 
Rcyal Bank eff Scottend has Tr- 
ento employees who compete 
for their country. Since the 
scheme started in Januaiy. 10 
staff members tewe received 
training grants up to £1,000. 



Monty is 
content 
to stay 
at home 


Golf 


Cotin Montgomerie’s failure 
to win the US Open enriier this 
month will not persuade him 
pack bis bags and join Nick 
Faldo in America. 

“Number one in my life ft not 
golf,” the Scot said yesterday on 
the eve of the French Open in 
Paris. “In fact, it’s not even sec- 
ond or third. If 1 was a bache- 
lor or newly married, 1 think l 
would have gone to the Stales 
full time by now. But my fami- 
ly come first, then it's relaxing 
and being at home. 

“There will be no change in 
my schedule next season. I'm 
planning to play 20 tourna- 
ments tn Europe again and 
only eight to 10 m America. 

“If waiting for a major real- 
ty started to bother me, I would 
consider joining their tour. But 
I'Ve not reached that stage, and 
to uproot my family would put 
me under so much pressure.” 

Monlgpmerie was one off the 
lead in Detroit with six to play, 
but he double-bogeycd the 
short 13th and eventually 
dropped to 10th. 

“I gave everything 1 had at 
Oakland Hills and 1 was men- 
tally whacked by ihe finish ” he 
said. “I hit most fairways and 
most greens again, and 1 feel 
that one of these times my 

green work will be up to that lev- 
el and I wOl win. 1 feel that it 
will hap[>en and it’s just a mat- 
ter of being patient. " 

Seve Ballesteros goes into 
tournament having fallen out of 
the world’s top 5U for the first 
time since (he ranking system 
began 10 years ago. Howev er, 
Ballesteros, who did not qual- 
ity for the US Open a fortnight 
ago and has not had a top 10 fin- 
ish since his 54th European tom- 
victory at the Spanish Open in 
May last year, remains san- 
guine about his future. 

The 39-ycar-old, world No 1 
seven years ago, spoke about the 
possibility of picking himself for 
next year's Ryder Cup at 
Valderrama. On being ap- 
pointed Europe’s captain ear- 
lier this year, Ballesteros 
insisted on a new rule which al- 
lows him to drop out of the side 
even if he qualifies. That still ap- 
plies, but equally he says that if 
he (toes not qualify he could 
hand himself a wild card. 

“My decision will be based 
not on results, but on a feeling," 
he said. “I will not play if I feel 
I am not going to make a good 
contribution, but if 1 think I can 
I will pick myself. ” 

Ballesteros, who won the first 
of his four French titles in 1977, 
has not appeared in the cham- 
pionship since it moved to Le 
Golf National five years ago.^ The 
course has also attracted Bern- 
hard I anger for the first time 
and 11 members of last year’s 
Ryder Cup side are taking part. 
The only absentee ft Faldo. 

The event is part of the run- 
in to (he Open championship at 
Royal Lytham in three weeks' 
time. That is a week to which 
Ballesteros is looking forward. 
He won his first major at course 
in 1979 and triumphed there 
again eigbtyeaxs ago, thanks to 
a closing 65. 

“There are always places 
where you can see yourself scor- 
ing belter than others and that’s 
one of them. It's a fantastic 
course and I just hope that my 
game ft good when I get there.” 


TODAY'S 

FIXTURES 


Speedway 


PMMCRL EA«g;lfl8Mdiv Bart Vue i730l: 


Otter sports 

10H&; WmUedon Oranptansites. 


THE 


E^VMPENDEPirr 


CRICKET 
> ONES 


International 
L - ? Tour Line 1 l 
[0891 881485; 
j, AH Couriwk 
News andResuIts 
r 0891 §25 075 

Ewyshiref^Offitt 525370 

Wn yfeM 525371 
feel V 0891 525 372 
(Morgan 0891 525 373 
gMcs 0891525374 
0891 523 375 
Kent: t 0891/525376 
Lancashire 089* 52£* 377 
. Om 525378 
Middlesex 0891 525379 
,<W$1 525380 
0891 525381 
0*91 52S382 
0*91 525: 383 
, 0*91 52$ 384 
0891 525385 


Norfftants 

Notts. 

Somerset 

Suifey 

Sussex 

Wanvicks. 


Worcs. 
Yorkshire 


0891 525386 
0891 525337 
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Wembley's unfolding night 
of drama (clockwise from 
top): Alan Shearer is 
quickest to the ball from 
England's first corner of the 
game after three minutes, 
the striker's header beating 
the German goalkeeper, 
Andreas Kopke; 

Mehmet Scholl (left) keeps 
his eyes on the ball as Paul 
Gascoigne closes on his 
opposite number; and 
Stefan Kuntz wheels away 
after scoring in tiie 16 th 
minute to level the match, 
leaving Steve McManaman 
a troubled spectator 

Photographs: Empics 


sura 96 


Www 0 Cacti ffepuMc J) 

43377 

f&ecftft^puMc «fn 6-5 on penafttes after «- 
In aueiStQU Trafltwt yesumlay) 

PanaRy ■boat-oat dstels 
ft w o Caak RapuWc 

ZUaneKOMd KuMuorad 

Dpiteeff scored Meted scored 

LCarazu lam Berger scored W 

GuSrtn scored Pobocaky scored 

Stare: rexirad Rada soared 

PddiWSteWtf Kadiac scored 

En*}aod faj 1 Germany <1) .1 

8 heww 3 KurtelB 

75362 

fC®maiy»i*i&6 on penaOtas alter oamOne; 
at Wonotgy. ysstentay) 

Parody ahoot-out decals 

Ehgtaod Gwnaqjr 

Shearer scored master scored 

Pisa scored Shun scared 

T^arc* scored Reuter scored 

OssoaiaM scared -Sags scared 
Shemgwi seordd Kina scored 

Soutine jauarf MOUsr scored 

Final 

Czech HsredtScrttai—y 
(St MtendiJay; 7.0, Sunday) 

Leadtog goatscorers 

HVE QCML3s Sfcaarer (Engand). 

THREE BOMS: Stokft ta s r pujanai. B Lao- 
K Rnreiann (Germany). Sate 

TWO teM« rs re « »i te^i.arerewreai (ft* 
ins, Samar (Germany). 

Discipline 

«»»meD FROM RNM: Router, MMar 

tUCOEMHVy). 
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X* TO OUR 
;; MEMBERS WE'RE 
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AA 


However far you go, you can always 

count on our support. 

Get where you’re going in the UK with the AA. Join now from only £39 , 

To join, call free now on 0800 444 999. Ask for Extension 6108. immediate cover available. w :ris «„, n5: 
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euro-spy 


• ED/TED BY RUPERT METCALF 

Czechs furious at 
ticket sales farce 


PHIL SHAW 

reports -from'Oid Traffbrd 
Ranee 

Czech Republic 
Czech- Republic win 6-5 on 
pi^ltfes.eitBrGxtm time 


France, they are within one 
more gjiant-killrng of eumtaiing 
Denmark’s unexpected triumph 





aivJsoarcFraiK^. Afterasemi- 
fltirilMgE fr tn^qEffltiKte^ 
alone goals or gnOe, ibe Czech 
Republic adv^abed drain atical- 
ljfto Sunday's final at Wuabley 
when their sweepei'and captain, 
Miroslav Kadle^ dispatched the 
12th kick of a penalty shoot-out 
beyond Bernard Lama. 
^Kadlec bM emexgedsame- 


. Amid all the talk of 1966 re- 
visited, the feet that the Czechs 
. have an annfversaiy of their own 
‘ from which to draw inspiration 
wasoverfookecL In 1976, the for- 
mer Chechoslovakia beat West 
Germany in the final, also on 




goalkeeper, fotr Kouba, spoilt 
£ sequence . of '10 successful 
spot-kicks bleeping out Rey- 
nald Pedros^drive with his legs. 
His nei^dhe^ sib^t Set off wild 
cslebrations^atn^ig the 500 
Csech s n pp OTtq samd ensured 
i night 4rf paityfog in league. 

The standard rffree4adcs at 
Euro 96 may have been disraai, 
but with the earaption of Gary 
McAllister and -Clarence See- 
dart, the penalties have been 

sweetly struck and cunningly 
placed- Kadlec wasjw* about to 

break ranks.' . 

Yet the Czechs arrived in 
England as 66-1 outsiders, with 
only Scotland an dTlnkey below 
them in the betting. Now, hav- 
ing been Italy’s assassins in the 
so-called group of death, and 
finished off Portugal and 


French, who bad harboured 
hopes of repeating their own suc- 
cess of 12 years ago, visiting Eric 
Cantona’s theatre of dreams 
brought only a nightmare. 

'Hiey could have few. com- 
plaints. The match had brought 
two countries to a standstill, and 
all too often it seemed both 
teams were downing tools in sol- 
idarity. For whatever reason - 
tiredness, or tension, or perhaps 
a combination of the two -both 
sides appeared content with 
the soporific stalemate. 

The Czechs had some excuse. 
Suspension deprived Dusan 
Uhrin of four first-choice play- 
ers, who will aH be available for 
the final, while a fifth, Patrik 
. Berger, started on the bench af- 
ter Alness. France, who lost Di- 
dier Deschamps to a calf injury, 
switched Marcel DesaiDyout of 
defence to cover and initially 
used' Youri Djorkaeff as an or- 
thodox striker. 

Although Aime Jacquet's 
men were more positive, and 
bad more of the game territo- 
rially, that seldom equated with 
entertainment Lama did not 
make a save until the 54th 


■T\T 





Party time: Czech Republic players celebrate after yesterday's shoot-out win over France 


Photograph: Allsport 
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minute; Kouba was not p ro p e rl y 
tested until four minutes into ex- 
tra time. Forty minutes had 
passed before a shot by DesaiHy 
stirred the crowd from their stu- 
por. Only 20 seconds of the first 
half remained when France 
won the first corner. Indeed, for 
much of the opening period in- 
terest centred - to default - on 
the referee's performance. 

Les Mottnun was that rare 
species, a Scotsman involved in 
the later stages of a major tour- 
nament Despite cautioning Lil- 
ian Tburam after what looked 
an accidental dash of heads with 
■Vladimir Smicer, the Lanark- 
shire science teacher exuded a 
calm authority. 

Smicer did not reappear af- 
ter half time, which may have 
perturbed the lady he was due 
to marry in Prague tomorrow, 
but had the effect of bringing 
Berger into the fray. His first act 
was to ghost between Desailly 
and Tburam, a sign that at 


least one Czech was not play- 
ing for penalties. There followed 
a IO-rpmute spell of lit-for-tat 
efforts on target, out of keep- 
ing with what had gone before. 
No one came closer than 
Djorkaeff, whose drive smacked 
the crossbar in the 6 1st minute. 

Following the departure of 
their lone striker, Radek Dru- 
lak, the Czechs massed behind 
the balL Paradoxically, with 
Berger and Karel Poborsky 
running at France from deep 
positions, it hardly mattered, 
and they had the better of ex- 
tra time until the final, tanta- 
lising moments. 

With two minutes to play, 
Laurent Blanc poked wide from 
DjorkaefTs free-kick when un- 
marked five yards ouL Almost 
immediately, Pedros fell under 
Martin Kotulek's challenge, but 
Mr Mottram was perfectly 
placed to make the correct de- 
cision. For poor Pedros, there 
was worse to come. 


Sousa for Chelsea 


Paulo Sousa could be Joining 
Fernando Couto, his Euro 96 
Portuguese team-mate, in 
Britain next season. Paulo 
Sousa, the Juventus playmaker, 
is reportedly a £5 m target for 
Chelsea, while Fernando 
Couto, the £4m-rated central 
defender, is dose to sealing a 
move from Parma to Rangers. 

Juventus officials are due in 
London today to discuss the 
transfer of the 25-year-old 
Paulo Sousa, who is a close 
friend of Gianluca Vi alii - 
Ruud Gullit's first major sign- 
ing for Chelsea. Paulo Sousa’s 
place at Juventus is under threat 
from the arrival of Zinedine Zi- 
dane from Bordeaux. 

Fernando Couto - an influ- 
ential figure in Portugal’s run to 
the quarter-finals- has been in- 
teresting Manchester United, 


but Parma yesterday declared 
that the 26-year-old hard man 
is close to sealing a move to 
Scotland. “The transfer of 
Couto to Glasgow Rangers is al- 
most completed," Riccardo 
Sogliano. the Parma coach said. 

Sogliano also announced 
forma's double signing of the 
midfield duo Rivaldo and Ama- 
ral from the Brazilian club, 
Palmeiras. Parma have paid 
£6m for the 23-year-old Ama- 
ral and £2~5m for Rivaldo. 

Everton are considering 
Fenerbahge’s offer for Daniel 
Amokachi, which is reportedly 
well below the £1.6m asking 
price for the 23-year-old Niger- 
ian striker, 

Wimbledon have signed 
Duncan Jupp, Fulham's Scottish 
Under-21 international full- 
back. for £200.000. 


The large number of empty 
seats at Old Ttafford for yes- 
terday’s semi-final between 
the Czech Republic and 
Fiance was, it has to be hoped, 
an embarrassment to the or- 
ganisers of Euro 96. 

The somewhat optimistic 
official attendance was 43.877, 
moretbanlGJXJOlessthanca- 
pacay, but the real crowd was 
much, much lower, according 
to observers at the ground. At 
least tickets were on sale in 
March ester on the day of the 
game -but not, it seems, at a 

price kw enough to attract too 

many neutrals. 

The Czechs were unhappy, 
too, about the ticket sates 
policy - for the quarter- final 
as weD as the semi-final, fans 

Croats going 
back with 
odd souvenirs 

Among the souvenirs taken 
home by Croatia’s fans after 
their quarter-final defeat by 
Germany at Old Thifford last 
weekend were some Black- 
burn Rovers shins. 

. The reason for this unusu- 
al choke of attire was a prac- 
tical one. After struggling to 
make their wishes known in 
the bars of Manchester, Not- 
tingham and Sheffield, where 
their heroes played their 
games, they hit upon an in- 
spired plan. 

Donning the famous blue 
and white halved shirts, they 
strolled with renewed confi- 
dence to the bar and simply 
pointed to their chests. Several 
pints of McEwans lager duly 
followed... 


who travelled to Birmingham 
for the last-four game against 
Portugal on Sunday claimed 
they had been charged an in- 
flated price of £75 for match 
tickets sold in the Czech Re- 
public by the official agency. 
Sport Tourist. Unless, they 
bought tickets in their own 
country, they said, they would 
have raced problems with im- 
migration officials and risked 
not being allowed to travel. 

Frantisek Chvaluvskv, the 
Czech football association 
president, said: “Tm very dis- 
appointed by this. We think 
the organisers are not too 
happy with the fact that the 
Czech Republic have ad- 
vanced- We are, it seems, a 
negative attraction." 

Fans from the 
East are the 
big spenders 

Eastern European fans were, 
perhaps surprisingly, the 
biggest spenders in the first 
two weeks of Eum 96, swop- 
ping millions of US doflars for 
British pounds at foreign ex- 
change bureaux. 

“Russians and Czechs were 
joined by Croats, Romanians 
and Bulgarians at the top of 
the generosity league, cashing 
an estimated £ 1 -5m.” accord- 
ing to the travel agents. 
Thomas Cook. They explained 
that eastern Europeans tend- 
ed to travel with dollars, and 
dollar-to-pound business had 
jumped sharply since the fans 
bad arrived m England. Bul- 
garians and Romanians had 
spent twice that of French 
and Spanish fans in Leeds. 


FOOTBALL: THE UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE 


“Onest malade comme un perroquet' 

... which is Firehch for; "We’re as sick as 
parrots..." 




FORMULA 1 DREAM TEAM 

WIN a drive in a grand prix car 


F ormula 1 Dream Team is just like 
Fantasy Football: you pick and 
manage your dream grand prix 
team to score paints over the sea- 
son. 

Even though the grand prix season has 
started, it is not too late to join ire pit your 
wits against other enthusiasts and you could 
win our overall 1996 champion’s prize, a 
drive in a Formula One car phis addition- 
al prizes for each race. 

Your team must comprise three drivers; 
a chassis and an engine; your budget is £40 

million. Mate your selections from the 
grand prix shopping list (printed right); the 
only restriction is that your third driver must 
come from the £1 million category. 

Details of how to enter are given on this 
page. ’fou can enter a team at any point dur- 
H ingihe grand prix season but the earlier you 
enter, the greater your chances of being our 
overall champion. Remember, there are 
. prizes for the winning Dream Team in each 
: individual grand prix so you can enter a 
different team for each race. 

HOW YOU SCORE 

Points are awarded per race to the top six 
finishers, based on the Formula One 
World Championship points scoring sys- 
. tem (10, 6, 4, 3, 2, 1) but with an extra 10 
points awarded to each of the top six fin- 
ishers. All drivers are eligible to score for 
a top six finish but can also notch up 
extra points as follows: 

• The fastest driver in race-day warm- 
up will collect six points, with five for the 
second and so on down to one point for 
the sixtii quickest. 

• Drivers score one point for each 
place they make up over their grid posi- 
tion. Points are .hot- deducted by losing 
places. 

# Five points are lost if your driver posts 
first retiremontyfour for second down to 
one point lost for the fifth retirement. 

; # If your driver makes the quickest pit-- 
l stop (from the'entiy of the pitlane to the 
£ exit) you gain five points. 

V # If your driver sets the fastest lap time 
jj in the race, you gam five points. . 

£ # If your driver receives a stop/go 
^penalty, you lose five points. 

V • If your driver starts on pole-position, 
ryoh gain' five pointSi 
j,# Tie. Independent will name a Driver 
Day ; after each race for a 
•’particularly impressive performance, 
wor^fhte points. ^ 

• Np^qtaj^catioh for a grand prix los- 
- es y^twb pomts. If a driver, is on the 



Plus prizes to be won with every grand prix 
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'* FlAs published starting, grid but fails to 
take the start, no points^ ^are lost. 

# Drivers, removed from the results for 
any reason lose afl. points gained that 

- weekend. Any driver not competing in a 
grand prix weekend scores no points! ' 

# Chassis score and lose points in the 
same way as drivers: for a top six finish 
oranyeaityretiremenl. The score is based 

.on the first chassis home of that partic- 
. uiarmanu&cturer. Likewise, onlythefirst 

— chassis retirement wSl count if they are 
both among the. first five to retire. 

.# .Engine rules are the same as the 
chassis rules, without the retirement 
penalties. 


ofytwr 5fe.lli0 beastRdHeiddberg^pfo&aparofsraMl- 
RMrant stand fistefs to fte Ccra t ni C ru ra l Prixnt 
aagjbswtars. Aeaearby 


key in the code numbers of your driver, 
chassis and engine choices. The comput- 
er will check that your team falls within 
budget and is eligible. 

Method 2 uses a non-tone phone and you 
give your details verbally. A budget check 
is not possible using this method. 

When you have registered your Dream 
Team, you wfl] be asked to predict the 
number of points this year's champion wffl 
notch up over the year. In case of a tie at 
the end of the season, the nearest figure 
to the champion's points will win the top 
prize. In the event of a further tie, the team 
that registered first will win. 

Once you have registered your team you 


HOW TO ENTER _ 

Choose your Dream Team from the shop- 
ping list on this page. Remember, you must 
choose three drivers (the third from the 
£1 million section), one chassis and one 
engine. Yon must not exceed your 
budget of £40 mfllion- 
Give vour team a name and register it 
by ringing 0891 891 805. 

You will immediately be asked the entry 
question: How many races are there in this 
year’s Formula One World Champi- 
onship? 

To enter your Dream Team details you can 
use one of rwo methods. 

Method 1 uses a tone phone that lets you 


will be asked for your name, address and 
telephone number. Your team selections 
plus your personal details win be played 
back to you and, when you confirm that 
they arc correct, you will be given a PIN 
□umber. 

This is confirmation of your entry and 
will enable you to access the score check- 
ing line. 

There is no limit on the number of teams 
an individual can enter, but only one team 
can be registered per call. 

CHECKING YOUR SCORE 

You can check your team's position at any 
time by calling 0891 891 808 and quot- 
ing your PIN number. If you want to know 
the individual driver, chassis and engine 
scores from the most recent race, call 0891 
891 807. This line wifi also list the Top 50 
Formula One Dream Teams. 

Roles 

1. All telephone calls arc charged at 39p 

per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at 
allother times, with a typical rail to secure 
your entiy lasting between five and 
seven minutes. ! 

2. The deadline to be included in a par- ; 
titular race is midday the Friday prior to 
that race. 

3. The judge's derision is final, no corre- 
spondence will be entered into and there 
is no cash alternative for prizes. 

4. Employees of Newspaper Publishing i 
Pic, Haymarket Publishing Lid and all 
associated companies and their families 
are ineligible. 

5. Entrants must be 18 or over and rcsi- I 

dents of the UK or the Irish Republic. I 
4. To be eligible for the main prize, you | 
must hold a current driving licence, be no 
more than 1.95m taO and weigh no more 
than 220Ibs. i 

7. All scores will be worked out accord- j 
ing to theoffitialFIA time Riccis produced j 
at the meeting. The values stated for j 

drivers, engines and chassis bear no rela- ; 
tion to real life. | 

8. In the event ofa tie for the Dream Team 

Top Prize or for any of the individual race ( 
prizes, the team that registered first will j 
win. i 

9. For lost PIN numbers please call: j 

0891 891 808. For our Helpline call: j 

01275 344183- 

10. The Top 50 Teams Line, lists the lop j 

50 teams from the last race. Both the Team : 
Position Check Line and the Results &1bp ! 
50 Teams Line will be updated at 2 pm on j 
the Monday foDowing a race. I 







891 805 



UNE :9891 891806 

RESULTS A TOP 50 TEAMS: 0*91891 SOT 


DRIVERS 

41 Williams 

i £25m 

£18m 

1 M Schumacher 

42 Fferran 

£23m 

£15m 

2 J Ales! 

! 43 McLaren 

3 D Hill 

£14m 

£20m 

44 Sauber 

4 G Better 

45 Jordan 

£18m 

£10m 

5 D Coulthard 

1 46 Ugier 

6 E Irvine 

£6m 

7 J Villeneuve 

47 Tyrrell 

£13m 

£5m 

8 M HakKmen 

48 Arrows 

9 H H Frentzen 

£3m 

£10m 

49 Minardi 

10 M Brundle 

£ln 

11 R Barrichello 

50 Forti 

12 J Herbert 


£6nt 

ENGINE 

13 MSalo 

£26n 

14 P La my 

51 Renault 

£4n 

£18m 

15 P Diniz 

52 Ferrari 

16 U Katayama 

£15ra 

17 J Verstappen 

53 Mercedes 

18 0 Panis 

£12n 

£3m 

54 Peugeot 

19 LBadoer 

£10n 

20 R Rosset 

55 Mugen 

21 A Monte rmlni 

£8m 

£2m 

56 Ford V10 

22 G Fisichella 

£Gm 

23 V Sospiri* 

57 Vhmaha 

24 T Marques* 

£4m 

25 F Lagorce* 

58 Hart 

26 H Noda* 

£3m 

27 T Inoue* 

59 Ford Zetec V8 

Om 

£2m 

28 M Blundell* 

60 Ford ED V8 

29 J-C Boullion* 


30 K Brack* 

1996 RACE 

31 K Burt* 

SCHEDULE 

32 E Collard* 

French GP 

33 N Fbrrtana* 

June 30 

34 D French rtti* 

British GP 

35 N Larini* 

July 14 

36 J Magnussen* 

German GP 

37 A Prost* 

July 28 

38 G Tarquini* 

Hungarian GP 

39 K Wendlinger* 

August 11 


Belgian OP 

*Not competing in 

August 25 

French GP but 

Kalian GP 

may compete later 

Septembers 


Portiqpiasa OP 

CHASSIS 

September 22 

£20m 

MpaBuaqp 

40 Benetton 

October 13 . . . 
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England's electric start: David Platt (No 7) watches in delight as Alan Shearer (No 9) turns away triumphantly after heading the host nation into a third-minute lead at Wembley last night Photograph: Ross Kinnarrd/Allspon 
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ACROSS 

i Expert on board taking on 
head of directors came out 
on top (S) 

6 Prophet cut heart out (4) 

9 Spirit’s telepathic power cur- 
tailed ceremony (6) 

10 Leaders of navy are ready 
with harpoons after locating 
this swimmer (7) 

11 One who’d wreck boat? 
Sure! (S) 

12 Doctor attending one 
wealthy family member (6) 

13 Favouring a harbour, island 
gets model finally on the 
appropriate scale (12) 

Id Second lad. dame-lom. dis- 
traught, steps in the river 
( 6 , 6 ) 


19 A certain sick playwright (6) 

20 Expected end of tail to tilt in 
fighter (S) 

22 One ship in twenty reduced 
in cut (7) 

23 Rig worker 1 left in Gulf 
slate (6) 

24 Recalled some Fielding with- 
out making any effort (4) 

25 Edward’s m charge in time? 
Give over! (S) 

DOWN 

2 Upper-class couples accept- 
ing the way to get to fight 
destination? (o) 

3 A long way to travel for an 
associate of Wells?.- (5) 

4 .-the locals cared about 
what’s associated with Wells, 
perhaps (9.5) 


Coins one Arab country 
raised to cover half of debt 


0 


He cuddles naughtily, 
nlan! (9l 


14 


cording to plan! (9) 
Intertwine ends of blue cot- 
ton on spike (6) 

It may give detail of time 
past (S^) 

raison - drastic step that is 
bringing in the detectives (9) 

15 This bird’s a Communist's 
moll (8) 

17 Planned ring road went 
astray? That’s not right! (7) 

18 A Pa risian thought to dismiss 
Monsieur that’s not experi- 
enced (6) 

21 A vocation that involves one 
rearing a flower (5) 


THE FRAKKUN SCRAMBLE 


lata wort ^ca>fixwliWa^MSatwthy , sScraMktefW(BSY 

Win a Franklin Pocket Spellm aster worth £25 


CALL 0891 311017 

To enter, phone 0S91 31 1 017 before mi dnight with the answers to the first three sotokra a crosss and (town. Leave 
vour answers, tout name, address and davtime telephone. Winners will be selected from all correct entries received. 
No cash alternative. Normal Newspaper Publishing rules apply. Editor's dedsxm £ final Winners names can be ob- 
tained bv sending an SAE to Franlom Independent Crossword, 7 Windmill Business Village, BrooHands Qose, 
Suntwry TW16 7DY. Calb cost 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per nunute all other times. 
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DAZZLING TEAMWORK 
FROM CAGE AND CONNERY 
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Kopke save breaks 


England hearts 


,.sS 


Six years on from a hot 
steamy night in Turin it 


came down to the agony 
of penalties once more. 
WPB96 This time, it was a warm 


Glenn Moore reports from Wembley 


sticky night in north Lon- 
don but Germany again triumphed. 
The first 10 penalties were successful 
but Gareth Southgate missed and Andy 
Moller did not. 

If it was an unsatisfactory way to end 
the match, what had preceded it was ar- 
guably the most exciting football of the 
tournament. England had been given the 
perfect start when Alan Shearer head- 
ed in a well worked corner after two 
minutes. As ever, Germany refused to 
be bowed and they levelled after 16 min- 
utes, Stefan Kuntz scoring his first goal 
for nearly two years. 

Both managers had sought every ad- 
vantage. putting up smokescreens and 
feeding the media red herrings- When 
they finally handed in their teams there 
was both surprise and confirmation. As 
expected, Jurgen Klinsmann was not fit, 
while Venables had not included Phil 
Neville, opting for the greater experience 
of David Platt and a three-man defence. 

Terry Venables' decision risked ex- 
posing the right flank to Christian 
Ziege’s attacking sorties but it seemed 
justified when the German side was re- 
leased. Berti Vogts had chosen to flood 
the midfield, playing Steffen Freund in- 
stead of Oliver Bierhoff. 

That meant England would have to 
watch for Andy Moller breaking through 
the centre as well Ziege and Stefan 
Reuter on the flanks. Platt and Paul Ince 
were in fora busy evening. Indeed, with- 
in the first minute Germany had sought 
to find Ziege on the attack but Darren 


England (1) 1 Germany (1) .. 1 

Shearer 3 Kuntz 16 Atfc 75,862 

after extra time , Germany win 6-5 on penalties 


Andreas Kopke to punch the ball over. 

Less than three minutes had been 
played as Paul Gascoigne jogged over 
to take the resulting corner. As he did 
so Shearer went to stand behind Tfcddy 
Sherin gham, Markus Babbel was left 
marking both. As the comer dipped over 

Ziege to Tony Adams, Shearer, then 13 
yards out, began bis move. Adams' 
flick-on carried the ball over Matthias 
Sammer and, arriving unchallenged 
four yards from goal was Shearer. 

The rest was inevitable and the stadi- 
um - apart from one red, black and yel- 
low segment - exploded with joy. “Three 
Lions" rang out and Fngtanri charged into 
their opponents. A sterner referee migh t 
have booked Gascoigne as he dattered 

mtO Ma t t h ia s Swmmftr — and Sh rnnghain, 
who risked his second yellow card of the 
tournament with strong dissent. 

Sandor Puhl however, understood the 
nature of the occasion and made al- 
lowances. Bayern Munich's Mehmet 
Scholl renewing Uefa Cup rivalry with 
Stuart Pearce, was similarly forgiven. 

The game then stepped up another 


gear as Germany equalised. Moller, un- 
der pressure from Gascoigne on the edge 
of the England area, squeezed a reverse 
pass to Thomas Helmer on the left 
Sank. As Gareth Southgate appealed for 
offside the big centre-half turned sweet- 
ly and drove the ball across goal. First to 
react was Kuntz, sliding in ahead of Pearce 
at the far post to score. 

It was his first goal since 7 September 
1994, the same day Shearer’s infamous 
drought had started. This was Kuntz’s 16th 
game since and his delight was evident. 

The goal stunned England, momen- 
tarily knocking the belief from them. 
Germany were able to stroll through 
midfield, forcing England to chase 
them. Eventually they reasserted them- 
selves and Anderton began to make 
Ziege defend rather than vice-versa. 

He sent in a deep cross with which 
Shearer could not make proper contact, 
then he fed Shearer on the wing only for 
tbe subsequent cross to go into an 
empty penalty area. Pressure brought an- 
other comer and, almost, another goal. 
In a move familiar to White Hart Lane 


regulars Anderton pulled the bail tuck 
to Sheringham who. having found space, 
drove first time for goaL But barring the 
way was Reuter who cleared off the line. 

Hvo revived strikers, Shearer and 
Kuntz, both put ambitious efforts over 
the bar as the game swung this way and 
that. As the interval approached it 
nearly swung indigo blue as .Anderton, 
having bis best game of the tournament, 
crossed again and Shearer powered a 
header within a foot of the lur post. 

As tbe second half began unfolding 
Venables, a renowned interval tacti- 
cian, appeared to have done the better 
job. There were no major changes but . 
there did appear a greater emphasis on . 
releasing McManaman. Within a minute 
he had an impact as Reuter checked him • 


and received the first yellow card. The - j ,. . 
booking would have teen a body blow * 


to Reuter who knew, having been booked •* \ l ! 
earlier in the tournament, that he would 
miss the final if Germany progressed. ‘ t 
There were no tears, but some tracer- j 


I 


! i 


) ‘ 


1 . 

ti 


tain ty as McManaman again ran at him. f-i "!/ i 

L - 


Anderton, who appeared to have 
/rth Steve McManaman 


swapped flanks with i 
to deal with the threat, dealt with it 
England, roared on by a passionate 
crowd - which had whistled but not 
booed the German national anthem - 
responded. Stuart Pearce- crossed deep 
from the left, Ziege headed out, and Ince 
fiercely volleyed from 25 yards, forcing 
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The winger went by with ease but failed 
to stretch Kopke with the cross. Ince, dri- 
ving forward, shot over but despite Eng- 
land’s ascendancy, Germany could have 
gone ahead just before the hour. 

The chance illustrated their veiftrtU- 
ity. Dieter EHts, the defensive midfielder, 
broke to the left byline and Helmer, the 
centre-half, arrived late to meet his pull- . 
back. However, he shot like a defend- 
er, spooning his effort over. 

It proved a brief German sallv as Gas- 
coigne reprised his form o l Italia V0 to 
weave and battle his way past three Ger- 
man defenders before producing a dan- 
gerous cross from the byline. 
Unfortunately for England the out- 
standing Eilts was there to dear. 

As the tension increased Mailer was 
booked - ruling him out of a possible 
final - for pretending Pearce had hit him. 

■ In extra lime Anderton hit the post, 
Kuntz had a goal disallowed for push- 
ing and Gascoigne was inches from 
touching home a Shearer cross. Thou 
came the dramatic final act. 
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Alcatraz. 



Only one man has ever broken out. 
Row five million lives depend on 
two men breaking in. 
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